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O-ED CROCETEER — Pegi Hjermstad, University of Minnesota 
tudent, shows her new CROC poster. Pegi, a senior majoring in 
leater, has clipped her “Let’s Get CROCed Together” button to her 
arring. As a member of the Committee for Rejection of Obnoxious 
ommercials, she will vote in the spring on the 10 worst TV com- 
lercials of the year.
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Salad DaysAreOver

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. — 
College students across the 
ountry are being asked to support

movement to try to ridicule 
"ritating and obnoxious television 
ommercials off the air.
Bill Bentzin, a Minneapolis 

lublic relations man and founder 
f the Committee for Rejection of 
)bnoxious Commercials (CROC), 
aunched the campaign November 
0 in a talk to the Mankato State 
College Marketing Club in 
lankato, Minn.
CROC was formed in September 

n Minneapolis, and now has more 
han 1,000 members from coast to 
:oast. The organization hopes to 
mprove the quality of television 
lommercials by calling attention 
o the bad ones, at the same time 
ecognizing some of those which 
]ROC members feel are good.

Main activity of CROC will be a 
piloting by members in the spring 
o name the “10 Biggest CROCs of 
he Year” — the 10 worst TV 
lommercials of the season. CROC 
iward winners will be nationally 
lublicized.

“There seem to be enough bad 
TV commercials to offend just 
ibout everyone. We’ve got 
nemberships from the grade 
school set to retirees ,” says  
Bentzin. “College students I’ve 
alked with feel very strongly 
about improving com m ercials, 
rhey’re much too sophisticated to 
ae impressed by the ridiculous 
:hings that some of the agencies 
resort to in commercials.”

Membership in CROC costs 
51.00, and all college student 
members get eight “Your Com
mercial is a CROC” protest cards 
to send to companies sponsoring 
bad commercials to let them know' 
Ihey may be heading for a CROC 
award; a membership card; a

“Let’s Get CROCed Together” 
button, and a “Crush Revoltingly 
Obnoxious Commercials” poster, 
plus the right to join in the spring 
voting. The poster, covered with 
graffiti about, current TV com
mercials, was created by a Min
neapolis College of Art and Design 
student. Graffito was contributed 
by several persons concerning 
their favorite CROC candidates.

To receive all CROC material 
and get on the spring ballot list, 
students send $1.00 to COLLEGE 
CROC, Box 1022C, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55440.

College students also are being 
asked to participate in a “CROC 
art” contest to create a new poster 
for the organization. The “CROC 
art” competition is open to any 
college student and has a first prize 
of $100 for the best poster capturing 
creatively and imaginatively the 
goals of the organization. Second 
prize is $50 and third prize, $25.

Judges for the “CROC art” 
contest will be Jay Belloli, 
assistant curator, Walker Art 
Center, Minneapolis; Mrs. Howard 
Kaerwer, former lecturer at The 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts and 
instructor of art history and 
culture at the University of Min
nesota, and Evan Maurer, 
assistant to the director, curator, 
The Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 
Posters should be done in black 
and white. Choice of media and 
size is open, however consideration 
should be given to possible 
photographic reproduction and use 
in a 17 x 22 inch size.

Entries should be sent to CROC 
art, Box 1022CA, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55440, postmarked no later 
than Dec. 15, 1971, and arriving no 
later than Dec. 20, 1971. Winning 
entries become the property of 
CROC and other entries will not be

Youth’s revolt really over? 
Observers point to a “changing 
mood” among the young, or a 
“new maturity.” Whatever it is, it 
has produced a period of relative 
outward calm after nearly a 
decade of increasingly aggressive 
protests, demonstrations, sit-ins, 
riots, marches, and so on. Trying 
to find out why, U.S. News and 
World Report cited these factors:

1. Revulsion over violence, 
vandalism , bank-robbing and 
bombing by more radical 
elements. Perhaps the corner was 
turned when a graduate student 
was killed in the bombing of a U. of 
Wisconsin lab.

2. The free and easy use of drugs 
has spawned a host of problems: 
mental illness, suicide, drop-outs, 
and crime.

3. Sexual promiscuity has “back
fired” and boosted venereal 
disease and illegitimacy.

4. The hopes, dreams and plans 
for reshaping establishm ent 
society did not materialize.

5. Some of youth culture’s 
brightest stars have wound up 
suicides. Thousands of youths 
chasing the rainbow found instead 
“bad tr ip s,” disease, mental 
illness, prostitution, and so on.

6. Kent State shootings brought 
sober realization that violence is 
two-edged and that radicals are 
outgunned.

7. Black students and blue-collar 
workers alike were turned off by 
the youth m ovem ent’s 
glamorization of poverty and its 
scorn of traditional values such as 
patriotism, hard work and the 
family.

8. The intellectual underpinning 
is evaporating among faculty. 
“What is required,” explained 
Marxist philosopher Herbert 
Marcuse, “is a wholesale re
examination of the strategy of the 
movement.”

What lies ahead? U.S. News and 
World Report concludes that 
“pieces of the counterculture” 
may survive, such as communes. 
However, Dr. Philip Handler, 
president of the National Academy 
of Science, predicts: “Clearly this 
is no quickly passing phase. It is a 
profound movement expressive of 
man’s innermost yearnings, albeit 
as yet without a sense of direction. 
No society is untouched, none will 
ever be the same.”

Notice
Book check-in at the Text

book Library will be done by 
number system. Your name 
and number will be posted at 
the TBL.

Students who have pre
registered may leave the copy 
of their class schedule or the 
following information at the 
Textbook Library and pick up 
their books on Monday, 
January 3rd. — Name, Course 
Number, Name of Course and 
Teacher.

Your yellow book slip must 
be returned to the Business 
Office not later than 4:00 p.m., 
Dec. 17th, or your textbook 
deposit will be forfeited.

returned unless accompanied by a 
postage paid, self addressed en
velope. Decision of the judges is 
final. Winners will be notified by 
January 31, 1972.

Philosopher Michael Novak says 
the coming generation of students 
will take a different tack because 
“they will note that ‘consciousness 
expending’ drugs expanded few 
consciousnesses; that the politics 
of rage sated passions but im
proved the lot of few of the poor, 
and diminished the right wing and 
the armies and the police not at all; 
and that their older brothers and 
sisters, full of idealistic slogans, 
entered middle-age unprepared, 
em bittered, isolated and 
bypassed.”

Christian Science Monitor 
Columnist William Stringer ex
plained the change in students this 
way:

1. Nothing matures one like 
discovering that no job is readily 
available at the end of the college 
rainbow.

2. Radicals learned that many 
young people, especially those not 
in college, want to participate in 
the American system, not wreck it.

3. They learned how much 
remains to be done to make their 
political activism effective in an 
election.

4. They began to focus on 
problems “inside” rather than 
outside of themselves. Evidence 
for this is seen in more studying, 
appreciation of concerts and 
lectures series, even intramural 
sports. Last June 78 per cent of 
Harvard’s men graduates won 
honors, compared with 73 per cent 
in 1970 and 53 per cent in 1961.

Quieter mood on campus does 
not mean youth today have found 
solutions to deep problems. 
However, they are more open to 
considering Christian options. 
Y ale’s President Kingman 
Brewster says “eerie tranquility” 
has replaced the spirit of disrup
tion. Depth of thinking among 
students is revealed by these 
statements:

“A lot of the kids who are 
hollering about getting out of 
Vietnam and about ecology don’t 
have any answers themselves. 
These guys need to understand that 
even when well-meaning people do 
their best, things may get all 
messed up just the same. Sooner or 
later you have to make your peace 
with the world as it is.” — Antiwar 
student, Park College, Missouri.

“It (youth revolt) was quite a 
party, a real binge, and it left quite

a hangover. Now the time has 
come to straighten up and do the 
dishes....If they need somebody at 
the five-and-dime, I’m not going to 
turn up my nose at it. The salad 
days are over for my crowd.” — A 
Southern coed.

“We all thought we could handle 
it — playing house, I mean. We had 
the ‘pill’ and we had the guys and it 
was simple enough with the dorm 
policy relaxed. But when we 
arrived at something big, an 
emotional involvement, and then 
the guy decided because it was all 
so easy he wanted to try somebody 
else — well, that was kind of hard 
to take. And you don’t have the 
reserve to fall back on that our 
parents did, like their religion and 
their home ties, even if it was all 
kind of hypocritical.” — U. of 
North Carolina girl.

Many students are disillusioned 
by the irrelevance of their 
schooling to the kinds of changes 
they are seeking in society. A 
junior at the U. of Wisconsin says 
that before she became a Christian 
a year ago, she had concluded that 
she couldn’t know anything for 
certain. She dragged from class to 
class in the “ muddle of 
specialization” where she was told 
that situations were too complex to 
come to any conclusions about 
reality. She concluded that all that 
was left for her was to have “good 
experiences.”

Many youth are caught in these 
tensions. When confrontation 
tactics did not bring the kinds of 
changes they wanted, they with
drew to try to forget the past and to 
think things through again.

This two-fold dilemma — 
inability to effect change and to 
find “go d experiences” — con
tributes Lo youth’s openness to 
Jesus Christ. A campus youth 
worker explains:

“I am finding more students in 
real depression....no goals, no 
valiant causes to talk about or join, 
no other campus groups with any 
worthwhile objectives. People 
seem more willing to sit and talk 
about reality in Christ simply 
because it is a more viable option 
at present.

From YOUTH TODAY, a 
newsletter of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship.

“If freedom  of expression  is dy ing, 
i t ’s no t because of us.”

In a democratic society it is through education that we are able to learn what freedom of expression 
means.

But. it is through |ournahsm that freedom of expression fives.

The communicating of news and ideas to the people around you is one of the most important jobs in a 
democracy.

Journalism, the job that communicates your freedom of expression.

For free scholarship and journalism career information, write to The Newspaper Fund. P.0 Box 300, 
Princeton, N.J. 08540 Also contact your local newspaper and your school newspaper adviser

GET INVOLVED


