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The Muse—
A Short Story

Small obituaries generally go unnoticed. You may have missed the 
tiny article in a previous Wescolite advertising the demise of 
Western’s cultural magazine the Muse. It lies a victim of lack of funds, 
Central Board having decided that it benefited few enough students to 
cut it from the budget. According to Mr. Gosnell, the Muse advisor, 
some effort will be made to replace it with a dittoed or mimeoed sheet 
later.

Still, I think it is a saddening commentary on priorities of society in 
general and of Western in particular that purely cultural or in
tellectual endeavors like the Muse are inevitably placed on the cut-list 
first when financial burdens get heavy. Culture we can’t afford— 
entertainment we can (apparently).

It is true that a magazine of the Muse sort is difficult, if not im
possible, to justify in cost per number (of students) terms. A Central 
Board member told me that they had to consider the “ majority”  of 
students first in cutting finances. Is the argument that quantity takes 
precedence over quality? I sincerely hope that the Commission on 
Higher Education does not judge the merits of Western’s existence in 
the cost per number logic that our own governing body used to lop off 
the Muse funds. The danger in that logic is apparent. It does seem 
funny as well that at a teachers college where I assume “ education” -  
has a special priority, that a cultural-intellectual effort is considered 
expendable— a low priority item.

Someday your children will be taught by these people.
It’s not enough to write the whole thing off by saying, “ why weren’t 

you at the board meeting if you felt like that,”  or the Muse “ was just a 
toy for a minority of people in the English and art departments.”  That 
is ducking the issue. The Muse question deserves re-analysis by 
Central Board.

I recall that at MSU Bozeman when the student Senate was faced 
with dropping an honors program that “ benefited”  a few in terms of 
cost, the question of quality prevailed. We may not be able to keep up 
with Bozeman and Missoula in the big entertainment field or on the 
athletic field, but there is one place we can do better — if we choose to. 
As ye judge, so shall ye be judged (loosely speaking).

—Randy Davis

Where Have All 
The Students Gone?

Graffiti says something like this, “ Today was cancelled due to lack 
of interest.”  Is this what’s happening to Western? Perhaps Western’s 
future could be put to music—to the tune of “ Where have all the 
students gone.”  The words are something like this:

Where have all the students gone?
Long time passing.
Where have all the students gone?
Long time ago.
Gone to universities most everyone.
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Where have all the universities gone?
Long time passing.
Where have all the universities gone?
Long time ago.
Gone to ruins every one.
When will they ever learn?
When will they ever learn?
Why are they ruins now?
Long time passing.
Why are they ruins now?
Long time ago.
Ruins due to lack of interest from everyone
Long time passing.
Where have all the ruins gone?
Long time ago.
I just made up these words, but the more I look at them, the more the 

truthfulness of the words hits me.
Western’s enrollment is steadily dropping. I don’t have the 

statistics; however, many of the present students can remember when 
enrollment was at least 1,000 students. Indeed, where have Western’s 
students gone? A number of them have failed to see the advantages of 
a small college and felt they could get a better education from a larger 
university; therefore, they have transferred.

Is it possible that our progressive society with our present social 
mores may some day feel that a formal college education is un
necessary? Perhaps a student will receive all the education he needs 
during his high school years. If this is what the future holds for us, the 
universities will decay and fall into ruins due to lack of interest.

Every year in my hometown fewer and fewer students graduate 
from high school and enter college. Education beyond high school is no 
longer being forced or pushed upon society. Marriage and vocational 
centers seem to be the answer for many.

Our society may be regressing due to the economic status of our 
country. Attending college used to be a privilege. If money continues 
to be as scarce as it presently appears to be for many students, college 
will certainly be a privilege of a small percentage of the population.

These are just a few explanations for the lack of interest in 
education and the decrease in enrollment.

— Carrie Enzweiler
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Central Board NotesLetter to 
the Editor
Dear Editor: v

I, too, would like to make a few 
comments on Kathy Morrison’s 
editorial. I feel she made some 
very good points about the in
volvement on this campus. It takes 
more than a few individuals to 
make up a campus, and therefore 
every individual should make the 
most out of his education both in 
the classroom and out.

As far as leadership goes, those 
who are naturally gifted with this 
ability should make use of it. We, 
as teachers, will need to make our 
students look up to us, and what 
better place to learn than right 
here.

What you put into something is 
what you’ll get out of it. Con
tribution is important!

Charlene Ford

Student Forum

By CARRIE ENZWEILER
The last two Central Board 

meetings were called to order by 
President Tom Tucker.

Tom reported that he got an ad 
for a possible puppet showing. The 
puppets show the history of 
Montana, and Mr. Stish said this 
would be a good program.

Bonnie Patrick said that the 
students should be informed that 
the tickets for the community 
concert are not really free because 
they have been paid for in the 
students’ fees.

It was announced that a 
lifeguard is needed if the pool is to 
be opened on Saturdays for the 
public. A WSI card is needed.

At the meeting this week, Mr. 
Marinkovich announced that there 
is a dance at the Elks Club 
Saturday night. There will be no 
charge and the band is the 
Generation Gap, which is the band 
that hosted Woodstick n . There is a 
bar at the Elks Club and Mr. 
Marinkovich said that several good 
looking handball players will 
probably be present. The dance is 
from 10:00-1:00.

Shifts were set up to accomodati 
this week’s balloting.

Patty will talk to Dr. Tash about 
the Blue Ribbon Commission.

Jan reported on swimming poo 
regulations. A lifeguard is stil 
needed.

Following discussion, the Boan 
decided to donate $200.00 to the 
Booster Club to be used exclusively 
for recruiting students. A motion 
was made, seconded, and passed

Mr. Stish suggested that part o 
the money received from the 
handball contest be given to 
Dillon’s committee for recruitinj 
doctors. The motion to donati 
$25.00 passed.

W ally reported that thi 
University has asked for hil 
cooperation concerning college 
dances. Frank Jury will be the 
social dance director next quarter

Brenda issued a complaint about 
the heat in Jordan. It was ex
plained that there is no thermostat 
control, and the heat is either on oi 
off. Brenda will explain that to the 
Jordan girls.

The meeting was adjourned.

How would you feel about
referring to all women as Ms.
rather than Miss or Mrs.?
Carla Wood: I like the Ms. 

designation; as far as I ’ m 
concerned it’s my business if I’m 
married or not. Besides it makes 
me feel sort of reckless!

Leslie Listro: The truly relevant 
title would be a universal one for 
men and women—married or 
single.

Susie Klemencie: No. I like it being 
known if I’m married or not.

Karen Bellon: I’m married and 
once in awhile I enjoy being 
referred to as “ Mrs.” I think 
there should be a difference in 
title.

Judy Dean: I’ve never thought 
about it. I’m Judy Dean and 
that’s that.

Sara Campbell: It should be up to 
the individual person. How she 
feels about it.

Bill Schlepp: Well, it really doesn’t 
matter to me how one is referred 
to. They are still female.

Steve Opheim: It may make little 
girls and old maids feel good to 
be classified in the same group,

by name, as the married.
Gary Addington: Ms. is just 

another Women’s Lib gimmick, 
just like they are trying to push 
this “ person” bit over, such .as 
mailperson, flagperson, etc. I 
think Miss and Mrs. are titles a 
lot of women are proud of!

Jill Petritz: Definitely in favor of 
having Ms. for women. Or else 
let’s make it equal and call 
married men Mr., and single 
men Misser.

Zelda Holton: Yes, all men arc 
Mr., whether married or single 
We should have the same con 
sidération.

Don Vega: Yes, if it stands foi 
equal rights.

Mary Pat Gordon: No. I ’m not for
Women’s Lib and it is dumb.

Mary Francisco: It’s a good idea 
because if someone doesn’t kno* 
if you are married or not, .1 
would be a good way to address i 
letter.
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