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Commuter Comments 
On New Highway An Interview With Herb Slack

By DAVE BEATTY
On November 15, Interstate 15 

was officially opened to traffic 
between Melrose and Dillon. The 
new highway is one-tenth of a mile 
longer than that of the old, 
dilapidated road and the 
dangerous curves which plagued 
Highway 93 have been eliminated.

The cost of this thoroughfare, 
which is 32.3 miles long, was 17.4 
million dollars, slightly more than 
a half million a mile. The new road 
offers a different view of the same 
area and tends to let one’s 
imagination wander back to the 
days when Montana was a rugged 
frontier.

It’s a stupendous feeling, as one 
prods alongside the multitude of 
cows grazing in the fields, knowing 
that the cattle drives, which 
hampered traffic on the old road, 
will become part of the past. 
Nevermore will we hug the edge of 
the road in order to allow a wide

load to pass, nor say a silent prayer 
that we do not confront a semi on 
the narrow bridge.

I do have a few expostulations 
concerning Interstate 15. Strewn 
along the roadside are a few scant 
areas of accumulated rubbish. 
These atrocious eyesores of 
dismal, shuddersome dumps of the 
early American homesteaders, 
should be eliminated by the 
property owners on which the 
garbage lies. Also north of Dillon, 
from the Interstate, there are some 
car bodies visible which have been 
discarded in the Beaverhead 
River. I feel the car bodies should 
be removed by the county and 
placed in a proper sanitation site.

With the debris removed from 
the surrounding area, Interstate 15 
will be embellished in the eyes of 
those who travel it. Hie scenic 
quality of southwestern Montana 
compliments our new super 
structure.

By JERRY VANDERPAN
For nine years Herb Slack has 

worked for Western Montana 
College. He has many unheralded 
jobs around the school that really 
aren’t appreciated. In an interview 
with Mr. Slack I fould out about 
many of these jobs and also about 
his former work and family.

“Herb” is under the supervision 
of Dean Stish and Norm Banks. His 
main duties are campus security 
officer, supervision of registration 
of vehicles for all students on 
campus, enforcing parking 
regulations, keeping up ap
pearance of dorms, directing 
cleaners and work study students, 
supervising sheet changes, making 
room inspection and determining 
damages, repairing refrigerators, 
and placing summer school 
geology students in rooms. His 
working days are only five days a

theweek, but he is usually at 
dorms seven days a week.

Before Herb came to Western, he 
was a highway patrolman around 
Butte and Missoula. In twenty- 
seven years he logged more than a 
million and a quarter miles on the 
highway.

I asked Herb what he thought of 
the students at Western? He 
replied, “Good, nothing but the 
best. If they have a request, I will 
almost always comply.” I asked 
him if he has any problems with 
the students? He answered, “No, 
very few problems. Our problems 
are small and nothing that we can’t 
take care of.”

Herb has about 15 to 20 days a 
year vacation and likes to spend it 
driving and seeing his family. He 
has two daughters, one living in 
Butte and one in Lakenheath, 
England. He also has five grand

children that he and his wife ador 
very much.

Herb’s hobbies are reading an 
going to Western’s athletic events 
His wife is very much interested ii 
church affairs.

Herb thinks that Western ha 
always put out fine teachers an 
thinks that it will continue to do sc 
He says, “There will always be 
demand for Western graduates.

I also asked Herb why he like 
Western? “I enjoy it. I enjoy youn 
people. If I didn’t, it would almos 
be impossible to stay here,” Her 
answered.

Unheralded job? Yes in the sens 
that no one has ever recognized hi 
importance. Imagine the chao 
there would be if Herb weren’t o 
the job. I, for one, would like 
start the first round of applause

Let's Play Frozen Tag
Mail Call Is Big Event

by CARRIE ENZWEILER
Approximately twenty girls 

milling around the lobby of WRH 
with squeals of delight and grunts 
of disgust and numbers being 
called like Bingo is a sure sign that 
the mail has arrived.

Mail arrival is the biggest daily 
event at the girls’ dorm. Starting at 
about 11:30 a.m. eager faces peer 
through the office window as the 
girls search out their boxes, hoping 
to find something resembling an 
envelope peeking out. If the girl is 
lucky enough to see something in 
her box, her face almost 
automatically lights up as she runs 
to get in line so she can find out just 
what this piece of correspondence 
is.
Recruit Team
Visits Schools

If her box is empty, the anxious 
female does not just give up. 
Perhaps the package list hasn’t 
been posted and just possibly her 
mother found the pencil she left at 
home and mailed it. Maybe her 
letter has been pushed to the very 
back of the box and she just can’t 
see it. There is still hope. The girls 
don’t give up hope until the office 
girl checks the box and withdraws 
a dusty hand. That is a sure sig 
that the mailman has lost or 
temporarily misplaced her letter 
and she can hope that tomorrow 
brings better luck.

Sometimes disappointment 
reigns when the girls discover that 
the only person who thought of 
them was the telephone company 
or the bank, or the shoe box had 
shoes in it and not cookies.

By LEE HAZELBAKER
In an attempt to revitalize the 

faltering enrollment on the 
Western campus, the WMC 
Booster Club is again sponsoring 
teams made up of interested 
people to travel to area schools to 
promote the life upon campus. 
These teams, made up of one local 
businessman, one staff member, 
one WMC coed, one male member 
of the student body and Mr. 
Charles Stauffer, travel to area 
high schools and present a formal 
program, followed by a question- 
answer rap session. These teams 
are concentrating on the small 
local schools in an effort to get the 
finer students to the WMC campus.

The Booster Club is responsible 
for many of the scholarships that 
allow a good many of the Western 
students to go to college and to 
remain here. The Booster Club is 
unable to spare enough money for 
the recruiting, so the members of 
the teams must make up the dif
ference from their own pockets.

Mr. Stauffer indicated to me that 
the reception that the teams have 
received this year have been 
overwhelming. The rap sessions 
have been especially pleasing and 
he feels that the program has been 
a success and has accomplished 
everything it was originally 
designed to do.

the chute.
Four A ttend Convention

“Next, class, we’ll play frozen 
tag. Gary will be it and when he 
tags you, put your hand where he 
touched you and freeze.”

Frozen tag is only one of the 
many games that this particular 
cl ss plays. They have so much fun 
during their P.E. period!

One day they got to fall off the 
small balancing beam. Another 
day they played follow-the-leader 
and the leader created mass 
confusion when he did a somer
sault—some of the class couldn’t 
do that. The class played with hula- 
oops, too. Some members of the 

class had problems keeping their 
hoops going—the hoops wanted to 
slither from their waists to the 
floor.

One eventful day was the day the 
class played with a real parachute. 
The big boys thought it was fun to 
try and catch the girls, who were 
pretending to be mice, underneath

One day b^lls came into play. 
The class was given problems to 
solve like: “Get as low as you can 
and bounce the ball.” So down they 
lay, keeping the ball bouncing. 
What skill!

Another day the teache had the 
class solve these s jr ts  of 
problems: Walk as if you’re angry, 
move like a frog, get as small as 
you can. If anyone had walked in 
on the class they would have seen 
elephants, rabbits, frogs, bucking 
horses, and angry men.

When some of the students 
brought milk cartons to class, the 
cartons were placed in a line and 
students got on their hands and 
knees and weaved between the 
cartons.

If anyone is curious as to where 
these strange sights can be seen, 
just check Miss Wallace’s 
Elementary School P.E. class. The 
students are having a gay old time!

Crestón Motel
Room Phones 
C o ffee  Serv ice  
A ir  Conditioned

Mini
Co-op

•  Self Service Gas
•  Cold Beer
•  Snacks
•  Groceries
502 N. M ontana  
P h on e : 683-4939

Four members of WMC’s student 
body government attended the 
Montana Student Presidents’ 
Association Convention in Great 
Falls on November 9-10.

Tom Tucker, Tim Ballweber, 
Mike Miller and Wally Feldt 
represented W7MC in a series of 
meetings concerning many dif
ferent aspects of the college scene.

Meetings were held which 
concerned the following subjects:

1. Athletics on Campus
2. Campus Problems
3. Pros and Cons concerning 

individual campuses
4. Campus literature
5. Campus entertainment
6. Relations between student 

government and administration
7. Business management 
These individualized meetings

were followed by a general 
meeting.

Sundowner Motel
•  Colored Cable TV
•  D irect Dial Phones

500 N. Mont. 683-2375

Later's Jewelry
The best in p ie rced  Earrings 

Charm s and B racelets

Dillon Portrait
Now have your

Annual Photo taken

Send  a little extra

holiday love w ith

your portra it

4 N. W ashington

•  Gas and Diesel
•  Tires, Batteries
•  Recap Tires 
i  Discount Gas

Co-op Supply Inc.
226 E. Bannack, Dillon 

Phone 683-2308

Paul's Chevrolet, Inc.
Dillon s Best C ar Deals 
Chev - O lds - Cad illac 

Contact Rich Herm an or Jack  Dodd

Roberts Foods
"Your Friendly M arket 

Cold B eer and Pop  
201 S. Id a h o   683-2357

JCPenney
We know  w h a t you 're looking for 
Shop w ith Penney's Catalog  
Dillon's Full Line Dept. Store  
Phone  683-4371 __

Warner Food Store
Fresh Produce - Meats 

Groceries

Phone 683-2319

Standard and
Complete building m aterials

302 N. M ontana 683-552Ì

HOMESTEAD HOUSE
The Home of Quality

Stereo Equipm ent - Q uad Tapes


