
Page 4 -  Wednesday, December 9, 1992 -  The Wescolite

Pre-season dedication pays off for Bulldogs

Concentration-
Western Montana College's Krista Wickens goes up for a bucket as the 
Montana Tech defense moves in. The Lady Bulldogs split with Montana 
Tech on Frontier Conference action.

The women have had a rig
orous schedule this preseason. 
They scrimmaged Ricks College 
November 11 and 24, played in a 
Northwest Nazarene Tourna
ment, went to Butte for the 
Sarsfield Classic and played 
Simon Frazer.

They certainly have been 
busy with non-league games. 
What the women are really look
ing forward to is proving that all 
those games gave them the ex
perience needed for their opening 
league game against Montana 
Tech. December 4 and 5, the 
Western basketball teams will 
compete against Tech at home.

The wom en were com 
mended by Coach Cooper after 
he analyzed the pre-season 
games. Although the women only 
ended with one win, Cooper said 
they were starting to play better 
as a team.

A player stated that enthusi
asm from the court and the bench 
has improved tremendously. With 
Cooper’s satisfaction and the 
team’s enthusiasm, team morale 
has been greatly enhanced.

Practices have been going 
well and the team is looking for
ward to playing competition that 
counts. The men will open their 
season along with the women on 
December 4 and 5 with two home 
games. They play immediately 
following the women.

The players make sacrifices 
while they are in basketball. 
During their season, they stay for 
Thanksgiving and only get a few 
days of complete relaxation for 
Christmas break.

Jump shot...
Rory Hellickson attempts a shot against Montana Tech Friday. Hellickson 
finished with 19 points, but the Orediggers nipped Western Montana 
College 74-72. The Bulldogs play at the Eastern Montana College* 
tourney in Billings this weekend.

Experience gained
By Sheila Buckley 
Western Montana College 

senior and former NAIA national 
champion,T.R. Williams captured 
first place honors in the 150 
pound class and Jam ie 
Kam berling, w restling  unat
tached, came out on top in the 
190 pound division in the second 
annual Western Montana College 
Thanksgiving Wrestling tourna
ment held Saturday November 28 
in the Straugh Gymnasium. In 
addition to W illiam s ’ and

"The team js ^  
j0nglyeti 
working hard and | 
aiWbontinuingto^ 
progress..

Kamberlings’ first place titles, two 
other Bulldog matmen placed in 
the tournament. Shawn Fossen 
took third place in the 118 pound
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for young Bulldog wrestlers
division and Dan Schumacher 
placed fourth in the 126 pound 
class. Western’s wrestling head 
coach, T.J. Nelson, was pleased 
about the team’s overall perfor
mance and the way the Bulldogs 
are improving. According to 
Nelson,’’The team is young, yet 
they’re working hard and are 
continuing to progress. We should 
be good by the end of the year.” 
If anything will provide the Bull
dogs with a winning season; it’s 
the team ’s dedication. “The
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wrestlers work ethics are excel
lent,” Nelson said. ‘T.R. Williams 
and Dan Schumacher, two of the 
best wrestlers in the nation are 
working very hard,” he added.

"The wrestlers' 
work ethics are
mcelfmtJm*...JU ,j

Since the tournament was 
open, no team scores were kept. 
An open tournament means that 
wrestlers who are ineligible and/ 
or redshirted can compete unat
tached. However, Boise State 
wrestlers won five first place titles. 
Two time defending NAIA national
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champion Northern Montana 
College had one first place title. 
Both the Bulldogs and Northern 
Montana were with out one of 
their key wrestlers. Western’s All- 
American, Corey Bolton, has 
been sidelined with a knee in
fection sustained during the 
football season, while Northern 
Montana’s Randy Street, the de
fending NAIA national champion 
in the 150 division, is out follow
ing knee surgery. Both Street and 
Bolton will return to the mats in 
January. Other teams competing 
in the event included Montana 
Tech, Wyoming, North Idaho, 
Ricks College, Northwest Com
munity College, Dickinson State 
and Chadron State.
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