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Clinton issues linked to economics after 
jraduation and social reforms

CPS—Twelve years of Re- 
iblican control of the White 
>use ended in one day as vot- 
s decided to risk change with a 
jmocrat rather than stay the 
me course with George Bush. 
President-elect Bill Clinton 

it across-the-board support 
im most groups of Americans 
ch as the youth, Reagan 
imocrats, suburbanites and 
¡affected Republicans, revers- 
¡some trends.
Young voters who were at- 

cted to Ronald Reagan and 
iorge Bush in the 1980s this 
le turned to the Democratic 
irty in huge numbers.
“It seems that the students 

ire disturbed enough by what’s 
ing on. Stories spread about 
idents who couldn’t get that job 
graduate students who could 
t get a proper position, “said 
m Freeman, who teaches po- 
:al science at the University of 
ansville in Indiana. ‘They were 
irful, they were troubled. I saw 
ergyon campuses. They saw 
i drift and feared their future 
s in danger.”

A clear message was sent 
it economic and social reforms 
re in order, and that the status 
owas not enough to begin to 
vethe many problems that the 
ion faces within its borders and 
oughout the world.
But now what?

“I don’t envy Clinton’s position 
all. The problems the next 
¡sident of the United States 
:es are a mess,” said Dean 
ith Simonton, a professor of 
fchology at the University of 
lifornia at Davis. “At least 
ton has some things going 
him. He is willing to listen, and 
is optimistic that we can make 
igs better."

Clinton, during the raucous 
I sometime bitter campaign, 
de several sweeping promises 
t directly affect college and 
versity students. Those pro- 
¡als include:
‘A program for students to 

f  off college loans either 
>ugh community service or a 
roll deduction plan. The Stu- 
itG.I. Bill and Domestic Peace 
rps are plans the Clinton 
Npaign has proposed to in- 
ase the availability of student 
is.
Graham Whately, a spokes- 
n with the College Democrats, 
i the proposed funding is 
HJt $7 billion in guaranteed 
dent loans. The current fund- 
is approximately $3 billion, 
going to a very serious issue,” 
said.
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* A strong support for 
women’s right to choose. The 
Dem ocratic plank that was 
adopted at the New York con
vention favors abortion rights. 
Additionally, a gag rule on coun
seling patients about abortion 
likely will be rescinded.

The Department of Health 
and Human Services adopted a
rule restricting federally funded 
fam ily planning clin ics from 
counseling patients about abor
tion. A federal appeals court ruled 
Nov. 3 that the rule could not be 
enforced, and the new adminis
tration is considering doing away 
with it.

•Allowing gays and lesbians 
to serve in the uniformed services. 
This would include students en
rolled in ROTC courses and the 
military academies.

Observers say that Clinton 
will have to prove himself in the 
first 100 days of his presidency. 
Congress will be eager to get 
legislation to Clinton after 12 
years of gridlock. But Clinton will 
be hampered by the budget deficit 
ceiling of $4 trillion and a still- 
weak economy and will have to 
be cautious. “He will be hit by 
limitations of what he can do with 
the economy and the federal 
budget. He’s going to have to do 
something about jobs and eco
nomic problem s,” said Jerol 
Manheim, a political scientist at 
George Washington University in 
Washington D.C. ‘The most im
portant thing that will happen is 
that the politica l makeup in 
Washington will change.”

Manheim  noted that the 
negative campaigning, especially 
by Bush and Vice President 
Quayle, turned off many college 
students.

“Clinton did not just stand 
back and take the negatives. He 
got in Bush’s face. I think they 
(the Republicans) were surprised. 
Those running the campaign 
were surprised," he said. ‘There 
apparently was a good deal of 
campus activity weighted toward 
the Clinton campaign.”

Freeman, at the University of 
Evansville, said voters clearly told 
Bush that “the last four years did 
not merit another four. The 
avenging angel was out in the 
country. This was a retrospective 
election in the sense that the 
American people looked back on 
12 years and became suspicious 
that the economic game of the 
Reagan-Bush years wouldn’t 
work.”

College Press Service—Two 
studies by the U.S. Labor De
partment suggest what many 
college graduates already know: 
A growing number of graduates 
hold jobs that don’t require college 
degrees.

The reports, by economists 
Daniel E. Hecker and Kristina J. 
Shelley, were written earlier this 
year but are now just gaining 
national media attention. While 
the studies found that college 
graduates still earn more than 
high school graduates, they also 
found that many recent college 
graduates are working in jobs that 
don’t require undergraduate de
grees.

“If a goal is to make money, 
students have to be careful in 
picking a major," Shelley said, 
noting that neither study broke 
down specific degrees and jobs 
obtained after graduation.

Hecker, however, determined 
that students with degrees in 
engineering or nursing have bet
ter chances of getting a job in 
their field than students with lib

eral arts degrees.
In Hecker’s analysis, he 

found that from 1983 to 1990 the 
number of college graduates 
working as street vendors to door- 
to-door salesworkers increased 
from 57,000 to 75,000; those 
employed as maids, janitors and 
cleaners increased from 72,000 
to 83,000; and truck and bus 
drivers increased from 99,000 to 
166,000.

What is causing this backlog 
is the fact that there are more 
college graduates now than there 
are available jobs requiring a 
degree.

From 1979 to 1990, the 
number of college graduates in 
the labor force grew from 17.9 
million to 29 million. In the same 
period, the number of college 
graduates who were in jobs that 
did not require a degree or who 
were unemployed increased by 
81 percent to about 5.8 million.

Things were far different in 
the 1960’s Hecker found. College 
graduates were heavily recruited 
by corporations. “Few graduates,

regardless of their field of study, 
had difficulty finding college-level 
managerial, professional speci
ality, technical and sales repre
sentative jobs," he wrote. “Ac
cording to analyst Richard Free
man, ‘jobs sought graduates.’”

Shelley estimates that if job 
and education trends continue, 
about 30 percent of college 
graduates entering the work force 
from 1990 to 2005 will work in 
jobs that don’t require a degree.

“My analysis is dependent on 
the economy going the right way. 
People can draw their own con
clusions,” she said. “ I am not 
trying to give someone a reason 
for going to college or not. The 
fact is that more people are edu
cating themselves, and that job 
growth for required degrees is 
growing.”

“People go to college for 
many reasons, not just for what
they can earn,” Hecker said. “For 
most people, college pays. But 
for some, it doesn’t, at least not 
right away.”
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