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Former school teacher takes post

Stearns addresses school issues
physical capacity to carry more stu
dents, but we need more faculty and 
equipment. I see Western growing 
in quality and filling a niche espe
cially in the teacher ed and special
ity programs,” she stated. I f  the num
ber o f students continues to increase 
without a similar increase in faculty 
numbers and equipment availability, 
there could be a decrease in the qual
ity o f education offered.

A  source o f  controversy has 
sprung up in the University system 
regarding the proposed consolidation 
o f the various units under the admin
istration o f the either the U  o f M  or 
MSU. This proposal, offered by 
Commissioner o f Higher Education, 
Jeff Baker, would probably affect 
Western least since it is already a 
part o f the University o f Montana. 
“ There needs to be evolution in the 
University system, there can’ t be 
revolution. There is a growing de
mand for higher education, yet a de
mand from citizens for lower ad
ministrative costs, but higher qual
ity. I think this is a step in the right 
direction,” commented Steams. The 
value o f being affiliated with the 
University is that Western can draw 
on them as a resource. There is also 
the chance that closer bond between 
the campuses could result in a higher 
quality education for Montana’s stu
dents. I f  consolidation would occur 
Western might benefit indirectly be
cause it could learn from the experi
ences o f the other campuses.

Immediately upon arriving on the 
Western campus Dr. Steams began 
seeking advice from students, fac
ulty and staff about how to improve 
the quality o f education offered. The 
primary concern she has is to spread 
the word about the quality o f educa
tion offered at Western. One o f the 
ways she hopes to do that is through 
a door to door campaign in Dillon. 
She feels that the community needs 
to be strong supporters o f the col
lege, and that such support would 
help Western immensely in the long 
run.

The campus community strongly 
supports Dr. Steams. Recently the 
faculty drafted a letter to be sent to 
Dr. Dennison urging him not to start 
the nation-wide search for a perma
nent Provost. The Student Senate 
also voted to send a similar letter on 
behalf o f the students.

Western takes part in art, cultural exchanges
•y Sally Behr Schendel
On Saturday September 4 at 5:30 

tm., two vehicles loaded with Stu
art work,seven senior art stu

nts, and the four faculty members
Western Montana College’ s art 

Apartment departed for the four cor- 
'ers area o f the Southwest. With 
'amey Brienza, Eva Mastandrea, 
im Corr and Clay Schulz at the helm, 
he final destination o f this fleet was 
Astern New Mexico University in 
'ilver City.
This journey was the second step 

a a series o f exchanges between the 
1 departments o f  Western and 
^NMU. Two years ago, the art fac
t e  visited each others’ campuses; 
'ow it was the students’ turn.
The students - Cheree Bourassa, 

kvada Dansie, Lita Dahl, Lalove 
ten, Stacy Royce, Julie Brothers, 
*>d Sally Behr Schendel -each 
nought up to six art pieces for the 
how, which was mounted in 
^NMU’s gallery upon their arrival 
n September 7. In return,students 
nd faculty from W N M U  arrive on 
teber 5 and 6 for an exhibit o f 
fcir student art,which is currently 
e'ng mounted in the gallery here at 
Astern.

The exchange involved an open
ing reception and artists’ forum at 
W NM U. Western’ s students and fac
ulty also attended workshops con
ducted by three o f W N M U ’s faculty 
as part o f ongoing classes in paper 
making,ceramics, and drawing.

Gloria Maya, Associate Professor 
o f  Art,discussed the history o f 
protopapers and modem paper mak
ing techniques from the viewpoint 
o f the artist. Beaverhead cattail pa
per was then produced in the studio, 
after the students had been engaged 
by the wide range o f samples and 
fibers scattered about the facility.

Claude W. Smith III professor o f 
Art and Chair o f the Expressive Arts 
Department demonstrated his tech
nique o f high-fired ceramics using 
saggers and combustible materials 
to produce exciting,elemental glazes. 
Claude discussed his orientation and 
philosophy as an artist,particularly 
in a field which crosses sculpture 
and functional ceramics. Stacy and 
Lalove brought along pots to fire, 
with great results.

Anthony Howell,Adjunct Profes
sor o f Art, showed the students draw

ing techniques which use sanded 
plexiglass, graphite, and powdered

pigment. WD-40 and turpentine are 
used as extenders. Anthony explores 
mark making, pushing his known 

i limits into new areas o f lush and 
expressive effects.

Finally, the trip included stops at 
Chaco Canyon, Zuni Pueblo, Taos, 
Santa Fe and Mesa Verde by moon
light, as well as side trips to El Paso, 
Texas, Juarez, Mexico and Tucson!

The student and faculty exchange 
was a unique opportunity for the art 
students at Western. They had the 
chance to travel, as artists and in the 
company o f artists, through compel
ling landscapes. They were exposed 
to other artists’ philosophies and 
work habits, new techniques, and 

~ they were allowed the chance to have 
their works exhibited.

BARNEY B R IEN ZA

has met. Her husband is a teacher at 
Sentinel High in Missoula so they 
maintain two residences and com
mute. Their son is a senior at Notre 
Dame and their daughter is a junior 
at Sentinel.

Since Western merged with the 
University o f Montana, it has had a 
Provost instead o f a president. Dr. 
George Dennison, the President o f 
the University o f Montana is also 
President o f Western. “ The Provost 
is like the CEO of the campus,”  said 
Stearns, “Dr. Dennison makes final 
policy decisions. However, he del
egates about 98% o f decisions to 
me.”  Dr. Steams likes to keep an 
open line o f communication between 
herself and Dr. Dennison. She sees 
the University as a resource, not as a 
controlling, domineering entity.

With the enrollment caps being 
implemented for the two Universi
ties, Western will likely see its en
rollment increase. According to Dr. 
Steams this increase will not ad
versely affect the quality o f educa
tion at Western. “ Western has the

Dr. SHEILA STEAR NS

by Carl Brenneman
Last Spring Dr. Mike Easton re

tired as Provost and Western began 
the search for someone to replace 
him. Dr. Sheila Stearns was soon 
hired to fill the vacancy created by 
his departure. When Stearns first 
heard he was leaving she never re
ally gave much thought to filling the 
position. Then, a faculty member at 
Western called and asked to nomi
nate her. Within a few days she de
cided it would be wonderful to be 
appointed. She was hired and now is 
the interim Provost. She plans to 
apply for the permanent position.

A  Glendive native, Dr. Steams 
has a strong background in educa
tion, having been a school teacher 
before returning to college to work 
on her graduate degrees. Dr. Steams 
comes to Western from the Univer
sity o f Montana where she has been 
an administrator for the last ten years. 
Most recently she was the Vice- 
President o f University Affairs. Dr. 
Stearns likes the community of 
Dillon, and has been impressed with 
the quality life and the people she


