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ASWMC president welcomes students
Will you burn for what you read?

Fourty-six percent o f the population o f Alabama will be going to hell. 
This was the accurate scientific finding of a recent unbiased survey con
ducted by the Southern Baptist Church in Alabama. It’s nice to know that in 
this time of seeming uncertainty, there is at least one group who is very sure 
of where they stand. Let's all be thankful they have determined that for 
everyone else loo. Saves us all a lot o f thinking.

I imagine if  I had a copy o f the survey sheet it might read a little as 
follows:

Please answer all questions either yes or no, there is no room for 
indecision.

Have you ever had a burning desire to drink warm beer?
Does your temperature rise at the thought o f thighs?(Chicken not in

cluded)
Is Al Gore a successful experiment in cybergenics?
Did God write the Bible?
Based on the works o f John-Paul Sartre, Cervantes and Fidel Castro 

does the Church today have sound theological underpinnings?
Do you get sick at the sight o f the American flag?
I imagine the survey was long and detailed and completely objective.
The Bible says we’ve all sinned, but how do I know if I ’ve sinned enough 

to go to hell, when do I  cross the line, and who’s judging me? Actually, a 
spokesman for the church did say that the criteria for the judgement call was 
whether or not the person had accepted Christ as their Savior. That’s fair 
enough, but I wonder ... if you lied when answering that question, is it 
grounds for a southbound ticket? I don’t know, but I have a feeling there are 
some who do. I'm  happy for those people. We should all see the world 
through such glasses. Where good is good, and bad is sin.

I  don t mean to pick on the Southern Baptists, they just happened to be in 
the news at the wrong time. I  could just as easily single out Patrick 
Buchanan, who wrote "  Our culture is superior to other cultures because 
our religion is Christian, and that is the truth that makes man free. “ For that 
matter, I could point out Mr. Ross Perot. Both these men seem to see the 
world as a simple dichotomy. They are right and everyone else is wrong. 
There is really nothing wrong with this outlook, narrow as it might be. The 
real problem arises when such people try to foist their views on other 
people. Doesn t everyone have a right to their own thoughts? Should I  value 
Perot's thoughts simply because he is worth more than several small 
countries?

It is a narrow outlook and a conviction in their own righteousness which 
I believe leads people to decide that certain books aren’t suited for public 
consumption. I  do believe that some books probably aren’t that valuable, 
and may not have a place in school libraries. However, books such as I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelo certainly should not 
receive censorship. This book was criticized because it contains descrip
tions o f sexual molestation the author suffered as a child. Possibly, just 
possibly, could not this book help a person who is being abused, or has been 
abusedfind hope? Maybe there is value in it after all. Maybe if people would 
not raise red flags at the mention of anything they find offensive they would’  

be able to read a book for its content, and the value, yather than reading it 
to look for something to offend them.

I f  you’re looking for something offensive I  can find that quickly. Life can 
be offensive. Reading the news is offensive. Why would it possibly hurt for a 
young reader to encounter the very essence of life in a book? Could not this 
be used as a forum for discussion? I f  the parents would read the book along 
with the child maybe they could have a serious discussion about the issues 
facing their child. They could then use the opportunity to discuss why they 
want their child to adopt certain morals.

The world is a changing place. It is a place from which we may seek to 
find refuge. I  affirm anyone who seeks refuge in religion. I  affirm anyone 
who has strong moral convictions. But anyone who tries to ram their 
convictions down another person’s throat is denying that person the free
dom to explore every avenue in the search for understanding this changing 
world. The only thing accomplished by forcing your convictions on another 
person is the alienation o f that person.

by Carl Brenneman

Dear Students,
On behalf of Steve, the Student 

Senate, and myself we welcome you 
to another year at Western. We are 
excited about the changes taking 
place on our campus and the many 
ways we are improving. Western’s 
status is changing in this state, from 
the system’s smallest school to that 
of a role model for other schools 
which may be consolidated. I feel 
this gives Western the prestigious 
distinction of being a leader in this 
state and an example of a success
fully consolidated college.

I would like to re-affirm our com
mitment, in the Senate, to you the 
students. Our purpose and our desire 
is to serve you. However, this is im
possible without your input which

we desperately want and need in or
der to address the campus’ problems. 
Steve and I have committed to keep
ing the office, in the SUB, open from 
8-5, five days a week in order to be 
more accessible to you. If you have 
a problem or question, please come 
talk to us. We want to hear from 
you. It is our job.

I was reading the Chinook the 
other day and I started thinking about 
the 100 years of educational history 
that we have at Western, and I real
ized I was very proud to be a stu
dent at this school. We, as students, 
tend to look at the downside of West
ern while failing to notice the great 
things; and there are a lot of great 
things about Western. We are one of 
the best educational schools around

and we have a great faculty who 
care about individuals. We also have 
a great faculty to student ratio which 
allows faculty to have a personal 
touch, which students rarely getany- 
where'else. Sure we have problems, 
but all in all, we have a lot for which 
to be proud. I encourage you to show 
your pride and put something back 
into your school by supporting our 
athletes and attending campus events 
and activities. Let people know 
you’re proud to be a Bulldog!

We hope you have a great year 
and we are looking forward to work
ing “for” you.

Sincerely,
Justin Lee
ASWMC Student Body 
President

Student likes campus, community, atmosphere
Dear Editor,
I’m a freshman student attending 

Western, and I have really felt wel
comed the past three weeks I’ve been 
here. The impressions I got of col
lege were that you didn’t really get 
to communicate with professors, and 
that you were just a number, but I 
have discovered that in the class
room, you get a fair amount of atten
tion from the professors here at West
ern. I like the way that the professors 
around here don’t hesitate to crack a 
joke off every once in a while. I ’m 
looking forward to the rest of the

year, and just hope to keep up my 
grades.

Also, in the residence halls, I was 
surprised how quickly I got to know 
the rest of the guys in Davis Hall, 
the hall I’m living in, even though 
there are three other guys on my 
floor from my town that I do most of 
my running around with. I think that 
everyone gets along with our R.A.
Aarron Griffin, he seems to be a 
pretty good guy, which helps out 
alot.

I also like the facilities that West
ern has to offer. Such as the Learn

ing Center, the raquetball courts, the 
swimming pool, and the S.U.B., for 
those boring nights when there is 
nothing going on in town.

So far, I’ve been impressed by 
what I see here, except for the weight 
room. I came from Libby high 
school, which has about six-hundred 
students, and the weight room there 
seems to be considerably better. I 
figured with Western’s size, and that 
it is a college, that it would have 
better weight room facilities, but I 
guess you can’t fit everything into 
the budget.

Jess Evans

Freshman feels welcome at Western
Dear Editor,
Over the past four weeks or so I 

have done a lot of various things 
while I have been here at Western 
Montana College. I have watched 
the football team scrimmage, went 
fishing, and I have went golfing. I 
love the fishing here at Dillon be
cause there is some great fishing and 
some really big fish. I really like the 
golf course here because it is really 
nice. They take the best care of their 
golf course that I have played on. I 
think most of my classes are pretty 
good, but I don’t like some of them. 
My English teacher is one of my 
favorite teachers, and the other one
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is my Ed Tech teacher. They are 
really nice and have helped me get 
used to the campus and whatever 
else I need. All of the students here 
are real friendly, some of them like 
to talk a lot but others like to keep to 
themselves. The Resident Assistant 
on our floor is a really nice guy. 
He’s easy to relate to and get along 
with if you don’t make him mad. 
Our floor is great because all of the 
kids like just about the same things. 
We all like to participate in sports 
and we all like to fish and hunt. I 
have gotten to know a lot of people 
on the campus, since school has be
gun. The people here in Dillon are
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•really friendly. They are the nicest 
people, they love to talk to you about 
college, give you some pointers about 
the teachers, and they love to hear 
about where you are from. I really 
like WMC and the surrounding coun
try and the people that live here. I 
like Dillon because it isn’t a big town.

I came from a small town, so it isn’t 
much of a change.

Sincerely,
John Proff
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