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possibility. Allow them to use their 
creativity and have fun. They know 
more than they think they do, so 
trust them. Learning can be fun at all 
levels, and it should be fun, or it’s a 
waste of time.

Q: Tell us about your outside in
terests - anything unusual?

A: Improvisational dance and the
ater - performance arts. Dance as 
used to get into and pay attention to 
stories and myths happening inside 
of us. Movement, drawing, writing 
and storytelling can all be integrated 
for personal exploration. We bring 
out our inner myths this way.

Q: Will your curriculum cater to 
teacher training? If so, how?

A: Almost everything I’m doing 
does so. I’m committed to helping 
teachers be the biggest, best and most 
loving they can be. Children need 
the best models they can have. In 
indigenous cultures the elders took 
care of the children. They had wis
dom and compassion. I’ll have stu
dents practice what they’ll do as 
teachers. From the experiential we 
translate what we do into many dif
ferent kinds of inquiry. It’s impor
tant to know the value and be ex
cited and want to teach that way.

Q: Do you think acting as an ad
visor for students is important? If 
so, why?

A: W e’re here to be resources 
and help guide students. We do this 
both logistically, through the bureau
cratic processes, and intellectually 
for their psychological and personal 
reasons.

Q: Anything to add?
A: I’m enjoying myself here!

Dr. Rob Thomas, Assistant Pro
fessor of Geology

Personal Quote - “There are no 
facts, truths, or ‘we knows’ in sci
ence.”

DR. ROB THOMAS
Background: Dr. Thomas earned 

his Ph.D. in Geology at the U. of 
Washington in Seatde, his M.S. at 
the U. o f M ., and his B.S. at 
Humboldt State U. in CA. He most 
recently was a tenure tract instructor 
in the Geology Department, at Vassar 
College in NY. Prior to that, he taught 
at the U. of Washington. He taught 
as a field course teaching assistant 
for the U. of Washington here in 
Dillon during summers.

Q: What attracted you to Dillon, 
Montana?

A: I taught field camps for the U. 
of M. and U. o f Washington in Dillon
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Second Annual

©htoberfest
Friday, October 1,1993 

Western Arena
Authentic German Feast 
Served from 5:15-7 pm 

Lively German Music and Polka Tunes
by the Schlecton Sauerkraut Symphonic 

Band from Bozeman • Playing 6-9 pm 
PLUS! GAMES AND ACTIVITIES FOR 

YOUNGSTERS OF ALL AGES!
Ticket prices~$7D0 adults • $350 children 3-12 

WMC STUDENTS-1 MEAL POINT 
—no dinner served in the Dining Room FrL O ct 1—

BEER TICKETS A WESTERN STEINS AVAILABLE FOR OVER 21

Purchase your tickets today! Drop by the Western 
Alumni Office or call and reserve tickets at 683-7343 
ALL TICKETS 50 CENTS HIGHER AT THE DOOR!

for five summers. I did a lot o f work 
toward my Masters and Ph.D. in this 
area as well. My wife did her Mas
ters thesis in the Ruby Range and 
Sweetwater Creek Valley. We both 
fell in love with this place.

Q: What is your philosophy of 
teaching?

A: Active participation. I don’t 
consider classes to be dictation. I’m 
there for students to interact with. 
Use notes to organize main concepts 
covered, and the test is supplemen
tal to information provided. You can 
turn to books and understand it, but 
it is not the guiding force behind the 
class. I go off on tangents if students 
are interested. I ask people questions 
to get them involved. It’s important 
to provide a mentor who can excite 
students about the subjects. Those 
headed to teach in elementary school 
have to deal with kids who are sci
ence scared. They should be pre
pared to teach, and pursue the area 
of science they are interested on their 
own outside of college.

Q: Tell us about your outside in
terests - anything unusual?

A: I enjoy outdoor activities. As 
a geologist I spend my summers in 
the back country. I like to fly fish 
and enjoy hiking and generally be
ing outdoors.

Q: Will your curriculum cater to 
teacher training? If so, how?

A: Things are changing in the 
physical science department. W e’re 
looking into putting together a geol
ogy program to cater to elementary 
ed. majors to B.L.S. students. W e’ll 
have upper level courses with an 
emphasis in physical science, and an 
option for geology courses with 
physics courses in the upper levels. 
We’d like by next fall to have courses 
taught by those specializing in those 
specific areas. It’ll provide students 
with a more in-depth education in 
those areas and the professor to be 
more excited and knowledgeable in 
their own field. This is all still in the 
discussion stage, so nothing is defi
nite yet. W e’d like to break survey 
courses down to courses for elemen
tary ed. and BLS students with a 
professional in that topic, who re
searches in it, and is excited by it.

Q: Do you think acting as an ad
visor for students is important? If 
so, why?

A: That is 99% of why I’m here. 
Most of what you get out of college 
is fact and figures, data and info.

Info is less important than enthusi
asm you spark in students to pursue 
the topic on their own. The real im
pact of a good advisor is to motivate 
the student to go out and read and 
look at things in the field.

By Amy Oltrogg
President, you ask?? Yes, we 

have one. Justin Lee, the new Stu
dent Body President, along with 
Steve Henness and the Student Sen
ate, have already started working to 
fulfill the promises made in their 
campaign.

One of their promises was to turn 
the Student Senate into a service or
ganization. Lee made the Senate re
alize that they are here to serve the 
students. He said at times they think 
that the budget is for them, but it is 
for the students and campus as whole. 
They set up tables at registration to 
help incoming students and send re
ports to the Provost about problems 
concerning the students. They are 
also taking over the homecoming 
festivities in October.

One of his main goals was to be 
an approachable president. He said 
the biggest problemm is that students 
don’t realize that their elected stu
dent officials are available. He has

At the first meeting of the Busi-. 
ness Club for Fall Semester election 
of new officers was held. Mat Kane 
stepped down as President so Randy 
Garinga could fill that position. Laura 
Simmons was elected Treasurer, and 
Marie Smith is the new Secretary. 
Bob Anthony is the Advisor.

Besides the election of the offic
ers the club also decided to host an 
ice cream social. The social was held 
on September 15 and was a great 
success.

Members Nora Ockler, Sandy 
Otten, Deb M cCorm ic, Brenda 
Johnson, Aimee Wortman, Cheri 
Taylor, and Matt Kane attended the 
University of Montana career fair in 
Missoula on September 14 with Dr. 
bill O’Conner. The career fair was a 
great asset for those attending giv
ing them an opportunity to seek out 
employers and interview for them. 
The members also toured the U of M 
Career Center.

In addition members sold pro
grams for the Dillon Jaycees at the

Q: Anything to add?
A: Geology is not rocks for joc; 

It is understanding earth process 
which are critical for every person 
understand in order to live comp.; 
ibly with their environment

set up ASWMC on Big Sky Tc 
graph so students can leave m 
sages, and the Senate office is r 
open from 8-5 Monday through f 
day. “If students have a probler 
he said, “I hope they know they c 
come here.”

Lee thinks that Western is at 
bottom of the State’s concerns. (■  
way to change that, he feels, is i  
make Western more visible. He j| 
tends regents meetings to keep 9  
touch with them, and he and Henna 
are going to take over all the lob* 
ing in Helena, instead of hiring c 
siders. He added that with the p 
sible consolidation in the school s 
tern, Western is now a role mo; 
for other schools, and we must h: 
a strong voice.

In conclusion, he stressed thats 
dents need to start supporting i 
school more. Attendance at gan 
and activities sends an impor t!  
message to the state and commu i  
about how we feel about our schoj

Annual Jaycees Rodeo.
The next regular meeting I 

WMC Business Club will be Thu 
day, September 23 at 3:00 pm id 
Main Hall 227.

New members and other inti 
ested parties are welcome.

Peace Corps rep 
plans visit here

A Peace Corps representative 
will be on the Western campus, 
Thursday, September 30, from 9 
to 1:00. The Peace Corps is 
seeking individuals to work 
overseas for a period of two yea: 
in the following fields: Agriculti 
Education, Business, Engineering 
Health, Natural Resource ManagJ 
ment, and Trade Skills. Applicar 
should apply 12 months in advar. 
and will be evaluated on their j 
education and/or work experienc 
For more information contact the 
Peace Corps Office, Montana Su 
University. Phone 994-5045.

BIG SKY
TRAVEL SERVICE

Welcome Back Faculty, Staff, & Students
* Full Service Travel Specialists
* Amtrak Agents * Cruises* Major Tours
* Individual and Group Travel

Sue Des Jardins Marty Cypher
312 S. Pacific........................................................................................................  683-6161
Toll Free N u m b e r.................................................................................. 1 (800) 801-6162

Lee Henness busy at work

Business Club elects officers

The Octagon Bar
Pool Cues, Darts, 

and Supplies

Poker & Keno 
Pool Tables 
Dart Boards
31 East Bannack 

683-2370


