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I Blake Sm ith

W hen interim ended, I happily jumped in the car and headed out. From 
lillon to  Pocatello then across Wyoming to Laramie. Rounding the bend we 
eaded north to Billings and then to Bozeman completing the circle in 
lillon. Following the first session of summer school, we followed the 
Iregon Trail from Dillon to Boise, Ontario, Oregon and on to Pendleton and 
ordand. From there to the Oregon beaches and around heading north again 
) M oscow , Idaho, Spokane and home.

In between these adventures I also ventured south to New Mexico and 
¡ally south to North Carolina.

Now, if you’re wondering why my summer was so full, it is very simple: 
ioping to graduate next may, with what I consider a SOLID undergraduate 
igree, I’m looking for a Masters program in English and the above cities 
id tow ns represent eight universities we visited this summer. I have gone 
n and o n  to get to one point.

E V E R Y  SCHOOL I SPOKE WITH WAS AWARE OF WESTERN 
10N T A N A  COLLEGE AND FURTHERMORE KNEW IT AS ONE OF 
HE NATION’S OUTSTANDING TEACHING COLLEGES.

I was s o  excited about this my head was held a little higher and my smile 
as a l i t t le  broader. Be assured, you future teachers, you are getting a 
¡rrific beginning and what you make of it depends on you!
By th e  way, the only school I was even mildly interested in attending in 

ar state was rather cool and clipped and downright crusty about WMC. I 
auldn’t stand the attitude and said so.

There will be two play productions this spring and other events planned, 
iput on  your best acting and production faces and come in when auditions 
ecalled. Remember, you must take play production and/or theatre practicum 
you’re  involved in the play. We had a wonderful time last spring and the
icperience is terrific.

I have a lot to say next time. Some good, some bad, so enjoy this issue 
id w atch for the next one in October.

“T hanks to the Interstate Highway System, it is now possible to travel 
:ross th e  country from coast to coast without seeing anything.” -Charles 
iiralt. ‘til next time.

College life-Heaven or Hell?
By Becky Knotts

Being an atheist I laughed at the 
foolish concept of hell. A place where 
the sinners are condemned to bum in 
eternal flames. Where a demon sits, 
trident in hand, ordering torturous 
deeds to be done to our evil souls. I 
still don’t grasp Catholicism, yet I 
have found the hell they speak of. 
It’s name, college.

Either I was a wicked child and 
college is my punishment for those 
offenses, or life is cruel and I am in 
its midst. Though the latter seems 
more realistic, I am enjoying this 
analogy with hell so I’ll continue. 
My ticket here did not involve a 
mortal sin, more along the lines of 
loan papers. I actually paid to be 
where I am and I will continue to 
pay for this the rest of my life. The 
scars will not be easy to hide. No, 
these wounds will not be from flesh 
burning, or whips attacking my frag
ile skin. They will be more painful 
than any physical wound could be. 
For they are financial wounds and 
my checkbook will always reflect 
their damage.

According to the Bible, the devil 
is a supernatural force. An entity who 
breeds misery, causing pain and de
struction wherever he goes. When 
swiped by his hands the soul is con

demned to despair. Sounds like a 
pretty nice guy. Come meet my de
mons, I mean professors. These 
wicked little beasts slither through
out campus. Their large briefcases 
and outdated clothes make them a 
hideous spectacle. I’ve heard rumors 
of students collapsing at the first sight 
of these creatures. I myself have be
come accustomed to their appear
ances. The smell is what brings bile 
to my throat, a stench of black cof
fee and cheap cologne. These un
merciful forces find joy in causing 
us great mental anguish. They attack 
us intellectually, such pain that blood 
drips from my brow. I have under
gone such cruel treatments as re
search papers, oral presentations, and 
even group assignments.

Living in this pit o f agony has not 
been easy. I have broken down many 
times finding myself on top of main 
hall ready to jump. I am also ashamed 
to admit that in a fit of hysteria I cut 
off my ears. I believe I thought it 
would save me from another lecture. 
Unfortunately, now I hear everything 
in stereo.

Being condemned souls we must 
continue this punishment until gradu- 
will find peace, that being in God, or 
down at the Club.

ation or judgement day, whichever 
arrives first. Knowing my tactics for 
surviving this hell may be too self- 
destructive for others, I offer some 
other advice.

1. Conform. You must surrender 
all free will at time of entrance. A 
mind that does not question the sur
roundings may be guaranteed a de
gree. Otherwise you may keep a per
sonality.

2. Get to know the people around 
you. Recognizing faces makes the 
transition less difficult. Also seeing 
others only proves you’re not the 
only one going insane.

3. Become a copier and not a 
creator. By showing you can repro
duce facts from books you are guar
anteed a good grade. By showing 
creativity you may be shown how 
academic probation works.

4. Counseling. The college of
fers trained individuals to help ease 
your pain and theirs. If this fails then 
consider Vo-tech.

College does not have to be nega
tive experience. Consider it a time 
of growth. A time to realize that you 
are never in complete control o f your 
existence and always at the mercy of 
your peers. Fear not this pit that sur
rounds you, only the ignorance you 
have walked in with. I pray that you

Posters address alcohol use
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Troy, NY - In some of the women’s 
restrooms at Rensselaeer Polytech
nic Institue, bright, highly visual 
posters can be found that tout the 
effects of alcohol on female sexual 
satisfaction, skin conditions, profes
sional success, weight gain, self es
teem and pregnancy.

The posters, which also hang in so
rority houses and dormitories, also 
note, for example, that a daily glass 
of wine can boost your weightlO 
pounds a year, frequent heavy drink
ing can lead to bulimia, and that even 
moderate drinking can increase the 
risk of breast cancer.

Tips for freshman survival
OK, freshman, clip this article and 
send it home so your parents can ask 
you som e questions about how  
you’re adjusted to college.
Susan Frost, director of institutional 
research at Emory University, urges 
parents to encourage their children 
to be actively involved on campus in 
the first six weeks of schools. She 
called this period the “toughest” pari 
of the transition from high school to 
college.
“Freshmen need to become part of 
the college environment, build mean
ingful relationships with advisors

and get to know faculty,” Frost said. 
“Freshmen need to know how to 
study, manage their time, and use 
the resources of their school.”
She offers these suggestions for par
ents to ask their children:
- Have you met your academic ad
viser? Did you talk about what you 
want to do with your life and whal 
you want out o f college?
- How are you and your roommate 
getting along? Do you feel at home?
- Have you gone to programs on 
date rape or AIDS awareness?
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