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Campus Sexism
Guest Editorial by Sally Behr-Schendel

On this campus I wear many hats. In my life I  wear many hats. Writer and 
artist, I  don a beret. Hunting, I  sport a black baseball cap.

In each o f the roles I assume, I  am a woman. This is a role, an identity, 
I never discard. And this campus can be a hard place for a woman.

It is the abuse o f sexual boundaries - sexual harassment - that concerns 
me. It is the abuse o f sexual boundaries that is the source o f my despair and 
anger. The sexual harassment on this campus is pervasive. The atmosphere 
o f respect and support for women as well as men is begrudging.

The campus may want to escape from  this truth by sticking its head in the 
sand. It seems as i f  the campus is copying the statue o f the three monkeys 
who see no evil, hear no evil and speak no evil. No one wants to see, 
acknowledge and accept what is happening on this campus.

But the students know. The women and men on this campus know, for the 
harassment is aimed at both sexes. And we see it. I  see it.

I hear students’ sexual preferences noted and relished in classes. I  have 
seen students sexually degraded in front o f a class o f peers. I  have heard 
innuendoes and jokes about women sand men s sexual conduct in class...and 
most o f the time, my peers and I  do not know what to do to stop the behavior.

Sexual harassment involves high stakes when it appears that an authority 
figure, such as a teacher or administrator, stands between oneself and a 
career after graduation. I f  I  speak out, will I  receive a departmental 
recomendation fo r a teaching job next year? Or will I  get shafted?

Rather than risk our futures (and I  realize I  am speaking not for everyone 
reading), we have gone underground.

There s an underground network here at Western which students can tap 
into i f  they need information.

The network can tell you which o f the teachers will give a woman an ‘A ” 
each time she wears a mini-skirt to class. The network will tell you which 
teacher will grade against you, because you are a man. The network will tell 
you which teachers you should never be alone in a room with - never.

So we’ll get by, with our underground network.
We’ll get by in silence.

That’s how the system has worked fo r  a long, long time.
There are signs, though, that we aren’t getting by. I  know students who 

feel hopeless, who are sure that change will never come to this campus. And 
that scares me.

I hear that date rapes are occurring on this campus and going unre
ported. And that infuriates me. People are getting away with murder - the 
murder o f souls and spirits, and nothing is changing. We are bound and 
gagged by our fear, by our helplessness, by the aura o f recriminations.

I  am not calling fo r  a rash o f false accusations. I  do not want to see more 
victims o f sexual harassment. And I ’m not calling for an end to offensive 
behavior. I will tolerate offensive beliefs and opinions. I will not tolerate 
sexual harassment.

IIow committed is Western to an environment safe from  sexual harass
ment, when professionals and students on campus aren’t aware that West
ern has a policy concerning sexual harassment?

How committed is Western to being a safe campus when the student 
handbook neither mentions the sexual harassment policy nor the grievance 
procedure pertaining to that policy?

How supportive and respectful o f women’s professionalism is Western, 
when a female teacher has yet to reach the rank o f ‘professor’?

There is information in this issue o f the Wescolite that deals with sexual 
harassment. Much o f this information is ONLY available in the Wescolite. It 
is an invaluable resource.

Save the info. Keep it in the drawer o f the nightstand by your bed. Keep 
it close by. Tape it to the bathroom mirror. Tuck it into your wallet.

I hope you never need this information. I f  you do, I  hope it is close at 
hand.

Speak up.
Bear witness.
Never tolerate sexual harassment.
Never. Never. Never.
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Prof responds to Knotts feature
Dear Editor:
I wish to rectify a misconception 

trnd an error that occurred in the Sep
tember 22 issue of the Wescolite . 
The misconception appeared in 
Becky Knotts’ article, “College Life: 
Heaven or Hell?” It is unfortunate 
that Ms. Knotts scathing description 
of professors and college life is all 
too often not far from the mark. 
Rather, the misconception of which 
I speak appears earlier in her theo
logical description of hell. This is 
not Roman Catholic doctrine, but 
merely medieval imagery which is

Becky Knotts
by Becky Knotts

It is unfortunate thatL. Adamczyk 
took my article as a personal attack 
on himself and his beliefs. I  suggest, 
however, that he should remember 
the paper has other readers besides 
him. I  appreciate the clarification 
between Roman Catholic doctrine

The following letter, written by 
an Elderhosteler, was sent to the 
Wescolite by Susan Jones, Director 
of continuing Education and Sum
mer Programs.

I love the atmosphere on the cam
pus. From cafeteria staff to office 
secretaries it’s a “How can I help 
you?” culture. (Debbie in the cafete
ria is very special.)

It’s pleasant to walk on campus 
and be greeted by students with a 
smiling “Good Morning.” Others 
look at our nametags and begin a 
conversation with a question about 
our state of if they know the town,

Dear Editor:
I came back to Western Montana 

College after working in Boise, Idaho 
for the summer. This is my second 
year at Western and I was glad to 
come back. I spent summer putting 
in sprinkler systems in a new golf 
course down in Boise.

I really like Western and haven’t 
had any terrible experiences while I 
have been here. I have lived in the 
Residence Halls both years while 
attending the college. My first year 
here I had the apartment in the base
ment of Mathews, that was a great 
dorm room. This year I am living on 
the first floor of Mathews in an apart
ment without a bathroom, that is still 
ok, but I miss having my own bath
room right in my dorm room.

Another thing that I like about 
Western is the one-on-one classes. 
At other colleges that I have been at 
and attended, there was no way to 
get to know the professors. Here, if 
you have a problem, you can go to 
your professors, and they are more 
than willing to help in any way they 
can. The staff here cares and tries to 
get to know the students.

Since I have been at Western, I 
have improved my grade point aver
age tremendously. I think that this

far from reality. First, as an angel, 
albeit a fallen one, the devil is incor
poreal and, therefore, has no hand to 
hold a trident, even if a trident was 
possessed. Second, the main torture 
of hell is again not of a physical 
nature but the spiritual pain of eter
nal separation from an all-good and 
all-loving God. If Ms. Knotts, or any 
other atheist, would care to update 
their conception of hell from a non- 
theological viewpoint, I suggest the 
play, No Exit, by that other atheist, 
Jean-Paul Sartre. In this play, the 
leading man enters hell with the same

response
and medieval imagery; though, I  
must admit I find it hard to differen
tiate between the two. Having no 
evidence that hell exists, a person 
then is left to believe in its existence 
or not. Therefore any attempt to ex
plain what takes place there is left to 
the imagination. With this in mind,

about the town.
I visited three offices on campus 

for additional information. They had 
time for me. They weren’t in a rush 
for me to leave and I felt it in then- 
demeanor. I suppose, in a way, this 
campus is a return to the culture of 
my youth. To me it seems “pre-rat 
race”, humans are more important 
than things, time is an ingredient to 
savor — not rush through. God! It 
was good to be here. Thank you very 
much.

Burt Kreitlow
Grand Marais, Minnesota

can be attributed to the atmosphere 
in the classrooms.

One other thing that I like about 
Western, is that the people are very 
friendly and willing to lend a hand. 
The campus is small, like the com
munity that I came from, which 
makes me feel more at home.

The only thing that I can say that 
I don’t like here is the way that mat
ters are handled in the dorms. How 
can an R A accuse someone of doing 
something wrong, when they can’t 
say who they saw for certain? This 
happened to me, I took the blame, 
but I feel that I was doing nothing 
wrong.

Overall, I have had only good 
experiences at Western Montana 
College, but the RA’s need to get 
their facts straight. The only reason 
a RA caught me was because my 
room door was open what kind of 
evidence is that. Nothing if you ask 
me!

This concludes my feelings about 
Western Montana College these first 
five weeks of the year, and also my 
feelings in general.

Sincerely,
E.T. Lynam

misconception as Ms. Knotts bui 
finds the reality of hell quite differ
ent. The error that I wish to correci 
concerns the interview with myself, 
Laura Hawkins writes that I received 
my MA from Towson State Univer
sity when in actuality it was from 
the University of Maryland at Col
lege Park.

Sincerely,
Lawrence P. Adamczyk

The Wescolite apologizes for the 
factual error.

your beliefs could also be in vain. 
Perhaps, though, we are both wrong 
and hell is simply living without a 
sense o f humor. Surely you know 
how painful that is.

Your reference to Sarte’sPlay No 
Exit confuses me. Are you suggest
ing that instead o f physical punish
ment, I  will be trapped in a love 
triangle with a man and a lesbian? 
Surely, this is not Roman Catholic 
doctrine? Unless, this was among 
the changes during Vatican II.

I  welcome any response to my 
writings, and throughly enjoyed your 
comments and the chance to respond 
to them. Responding to faculty tends 
to be intimidating, I hope this will 
open the doors to future student fac
ulty discussions.

T h e
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 
POLICY

All letters to the Editor must 
be typewritten and signed. The 
nam e of the author must also be 
typed. All letters must be re
ceived no later than 4 p.m. on 
the Friday deadline. A schedule 
of deadline dates is posted on 
the door of the Wescolite office, 
located in the lA/Woods building 
basement

Elderhosteler appreciates campus atmosphere

Student questions dorm policies


