
Opinion
jlroup blasts Behr-Schendel/Wescolite

Dear Editor:
W e herewith refute the endless 

absurdities and banalities so stated 
in the  article “Our co lleg e , our 
church?” which appeared in the Oc
tober 13, 1993 is su e  o f  T he  
W escolite. W e ,  as members o f  the 
WMC s tu d e n t  body, not only do not 
share th e  same view s as M s. Behr- 
Schendel, but based on the hereinaf
ter sta ted  facts which were not re
ported in the article, are appalled at 
the inaccuracies so  stated  and 
unwarranted attack on both the WMC 
administration and Grace Baptist 
Church.

The obvious lack o f  knowledge 
recurrent rulings, the blatant misrep
resentation of facts and the misuse 
of the n e w s  media as a vehicle (pul
pit) to express biased personal be
liefs fo r  one’s own self-edification  
will b od e  Ms. Behr-Schendel w ell 
on her journey to becoming yet an
other in a long list o f reporters who 
purposely askew the facts when re
porting the news. This abuse allows 
them to manipulate their audience 
and m ore  often than not leads to dis
sension, chaos and war. A s this meta
morphosis is occurring, the mighty 
pen is p la n t in g  yet another bad seed. 
The fo llo w in g  is a list o f  the false
hoods as they appeared in the ar
ticle:

1. “Hidden agendas” - The only 
hidden a g e n d a s  are those o f  the re
porter. th e re  is absolutely nothing 
covert re g a rd in g  the relationship be
tween the  WMC administration and 
the G race Baptist Church.

2 . “The church exists to serve its 
own interests” - A s does the re
porter and the staff o f  The W escolite.

3. “Faith Baptist Church” - The 
reporter is  so confused that she re
placed the  word Grace with Faith. 
Undoubtedly, two words which ex
ist in the reporter’s vocabulary but 
most d e f in ite ly  not in her heart.

4 . “The church is a political en
tity" - Again, the reporter is con
fused. T h e re  is a distinct difference 
between a  political group and a reli
gious g ro up . One is secular, the other 
is spiritual.

5. “The church has a voice raised 
from the pulpit” - The reporter has 
many v o ic e s  raised from a pulpit,
The W e sc o lite .

6. ” Western supplies the pulpit 
ond home base” - W MC also sup
plies the pulpit and home base for 
the repo rte r as w ell as for all other 
groups which use the W MC facili

ties.
7. “If the services are on campus, 

they must be good for the students - 
right? The college must be encour
aging us to attend.” - Wrong! This 
is a supposition, albeit a very good 
one, not a fact. W ehaven’t witnessed 
any member o f  the WMC staff dis
playing this attitude nor can we find 
any reference to the services either 
in the WMC policies and procedures 
or on the bulletin boards. To our 
knowledge, no one has been actively 
recruited via WMC administrative 
channels.

8. “The college has evaluated the
religious practices and found them 
worth of our interest and respect- 
right??” - Wrong!! Our respect to
ward any other group o f fellow  hu
man beings, perhaps, but our inter
est ......... this is another supposition.
W MC allows us the freedom o f un
b iased  self-determ ination . C on
versely, biased, subversive and ma
nipulative are definitely akin to the 
vernacular displayed by Ms. Behr- 
Schendel.

9. “Would a church honoring the 
goddess be welcome here," - Have 
Y O U  tried? W e would like to think 
that there is no discrimination re
garding religious/political persua
sions here on the WMC campus.

10. “Policy 20.02 sta tes: ...........
facilities may not be used for any 
religious or sectarian purpose . . . .  
.” - This policy was overturned by a 
U .S. Supreme Court ruling on or 
about June 7, 1993. N ow  you can 
understand why w e stated at the be
ginning o f  this rebuttal that the ai- 
ticle is absurd and banal! If the facts 
had been properly researched, then 
one w ould think that this article 
would not have been written unless 
the reporter is a true devil’s advo
cate or a malcontent.

11. “Glen Leavitt . . . acknowl
edged that in his experience . . .  a 
prior religious group rental had not 
occurred" - That’s absolutely cor
rect because all other rituals per
formed by all other religious groups 
on campus have been without charge. 
Grace Baptist Church offered to pay 
for the use o f  the WMC facilities.

12. We at The Wescolite question 
. . .  the partnership between WMC 
and Grace Baptist Church . . .  the 
preference and endorsement of GBC 
over all other faiths . . .  the subtle 
message WMC is aligned with a

Christian God" - Questions such as 
these only question the intellectual
capacity, the mental stability and the 
moral fibers o f the reporter and mem
bers o f The W escolite editorial staff! 
First o f all, W M C and GBC have a 
viable business relationship, not a 
partnership. Secondly, the prefer- 
ence/endorsement question is sheer 
lunacy since the A ssem bly o f God, 
Morman, Unitarian, Baptist and other 
religious groups all have had on-cam
pus meetings at one time or another. 
Lastly, the question o f  only a Chris
tian God is mind boggling. How 
ever, w e did observe that God was 
spelled with a capital G, whereas, 
goddess was all lowercase. W as this 
perhaps a Freudian slip?

In closing, w e would like to point 
out that there were numerous other 
misleading or false statements within 
the article. However, they were re
dundant in nature and laborious in 
content. Assuredly, the members o f  
Grace Baptist Church are thankful 
to Ms. Behr-Schendel for the unso
licited advertisement they received 
from the article. One can only sur
mise that, in retrospect, the article is 
highly counterproductive to the not 
so  subtle agenda o f  M s. Behr- 
Schendel. Perhaps all o f  the on-cam
pus religious organizations could  
unite in a comm on cause to address 
the very real problems so stated in 
the reporters article “Campus Sex
ism ” also dated October 13, 1993. 
Unfortunately, after reading the re
futed article it is rather difficult to 
give any credence to another article 
written by the sam e reporter. Espe
cially, when the words “soul and 
spirit” are revered in one and non
existent in the other. There is a sad
ness felt by everyone when, one with 
such an abundance o f  literary talent, 
is so blinded by her own personal 
agenda that she cannot see the forest 
for the trees.

Sincerely,

Joseph “Jay” Walker 
Robert Burgan 
Valerie D. Van Loh 
Mark Van Loh 
Daye Stone 
Tab Garvin 
T.R. W illiams 
Gordon M. Stephens 
Penny L ee McCarter 
Scott Smart 
Katie Chappuis

Amnesty International Meeting Nov. 8
Amnesty International is an orga

nization dedicated to human rights 
throughout the world. Its main m is
sion is to research the imprisonment, 
disappearance, torture and killing o f  
people who have NOT been involved  
*ith violence. These people are usu- 
% expressing ideas through a po
etical process such as teaching, writ
ing, speech, demonstrating, advocat
ing worker rights, voting etc.

After receiving the names o f a

person who has been subjected to 
fa lse imprisonment, A m nesty re
searches the circumstances and if  the 
case meets the criteria established 
by A m nesty International then it 
sends out an appeal worldwide for 
people to write to the officials who 
are responsible. W hen thousands o f  
letters are received about a certain 
prisoner o f  conscience the govern
ment involved frequently releases the 
prisoner with no further ado. The 
letter writing campaigns have a very

high success rate. One recent letter 
was written to Beijing, Peoples R e
public o f  China concerning two stu
dents who are in prison due to the 
1989 demonstration in Tiananmen 
Square.

If you would like to participate in 
an organization where your action 
has direct results, and if  you believe 
in human rights please com e to a 
meeting to find out more at 12:00 
noon November 8 ,1 9 9 3  in the Mon
tana Room at the library.
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I would like to thank the con
cerned members of the campus com
munity for their kindness in writing 
a brief refutation of “Our college, 
our church?”, an article which ap
peared in the October 13, 1993 is
sue of the W escolite. The fact that 
they chose to write demonstrates that 
the article stirred debate which was 
its primary objective. Since they sub
mitted their letter for publication on 
Friday I was largely unable to verify 
if  the factual errors they found were 
valid, since we go to press on Mon
day. Certainly they were correct 
about Faith being switched for  
Grace, so we’ll go ahead and give 
them credit for their other sleuthing 
triumphs. I must, however, take ex
ception to a few of their more sub
jective conclusions.

They say it is a “falsehood" that 
the church is a political entity. Prob
ably I'm slow of wit and influenced 
by Satan, but it seems to me that a 
group which actively supports either 
side of the abortion issue, or takes a 
stand for or against homosexuality 
has a political agenda. Political and 
spiritual ideals can kind of run to
gether when the boundary between 
church and state grays.

I also don’t understand why they

Behr-Schendel
by Sally B ehr-Schendel

I’ll keep this brief.
I accept responsibility for my ig 

norance o f a Supreme Court deci
sion this summer. I am waiting to 
hear back from the Conference ser
vices at UM; the information I re
ceived this morning (11/01/93) was 
that UM  still does not allow w eekly  
church services to be conducted on 
campus. I’U let you know what. I 
discover from the follow-up call. I 
also have a call in to my lawyer, to 
substantiate the info on a Supreme 
Court ruling; I’ll document the re
sults o f  that call as well.

Church as political entity: this 
concept is based on the definition o f  
politics in a broad sense, as found in 
W ebster’s Seventh N ew  Collegiate 
Dictionary (1969) :” the total com 
plex o f relations between men in so
ciety “ (W SNCD657). I believe that 
when a church supports political ac
tion against legal activities like abor
tion, it is involving itself in larger 
social relations than I would define 
as spiritual.

Providing a home base for opin
ions: the nature o f  the base is al
tered, I believe, when it is found in a 
conference and when it is found in

claim the statement “The church ex 
ists to serve its own interests” is a 
falsehood. Whose interests, if  not its 
own, does a church serve? And yes, 
the W escolite can at times serve the 
interests of the staff, yet neither state
ment is a falsehood as they claim it 
to be. I could go on pointing out 
“falsehoods” which are simple state
ments or opinions seemingly plucked 
at random from the article. These 
statements could be either true or 
false depending on the value one 
gives them.

Finally, I must take exception to 
their claim that based on an error in 
word choice the reporter possesses 
neither grace nor faith in her heart. 
It must truly be a wonderful gift to 
be able to look into someone s heart, 
through what she has written, and 
detect the presence or absence of 
intangibles like grace and faith.

Once again I would like to thank 
the group for their response. I en
courage others to respond to issues 
they find stimulate discussion. I 
apologize for any factual errors, we 
took the word of our sources in good 
faith.

Carl Brenneman
Editor-in-chief

Answers
w eekly religious services. Disagree 
all you want.

A ll opinions in paragraph #9 were 
stated using a voice which had irony 
and sarcasm at its core: sorry I used 
the voice so  badly that you missed it.

This is one o f  my hopes: that the 
campus talks about encouraging and 
respecting diverse avenues towards 
spirituality. If a Supreme Court de
cision states that a school must rent 
space to any religious organization 
for services, then I hope that each 
school considers printing a statement 
which testifies to the school’s lack 
o f endorsem ent o f those churches.

I pushed my opinion piece to be 
provocative; I did not pad it with 
solutions, or ameliorating statements. 
I hoped to encourage people to con
sider and m ull, to talk and agree and 
disagree. I believe the process of con
sideration, mulling, and examining 
to be the path o f  the com ing to 
k n ow led ge: the process to which we 
are bom . I really don’t think I have 
anything to do with the devil; god 
and goddess deserve the lack o f capi
talization that w e all deserve; and 
the last thing i want is war based on 
intolerance - religious or otherwise. 
In peace,sally.
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