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Faculty/staff spotlight:Ramberg, Malo, S. Oldendorf

Shelley Ramberg
by Sally Behr-Schendel

What is your professional back
ground?

1 have a teaching degree from 
here, in  secondary education, with 
an E n g lis h  major and a library mi
nor. I worked as a work study stu
dent fo r five and a half years here in 
the lib ra ry ,  and this is my second 
year as a  library clerk.

At the library, w hat are your 
job areas?

M y duties are mostly clerical, fil
ing and  typing, and also just being at 
the desk . Mostly we have work study 
students at the front desk. They’re 
only th e re  for two hours a day, so 
it’s hard  f o r  them to know what’s 
going o n ; I’m at the desk all day 
long, a n d  I can help the students. 
Also, w ith  s o  few people working in 
the lib ra ry , everyone ends up doing 
everything.

What are some of the challenges
of your job?

W ell, i t ’s  hard to help students 
find in fo rm a t io n .  Mostly that’s Mike 
and L in n e a ’s  jobs; but sometimes 
they’re  b u s y .  I never feel I have 
enough t im e  to help the students find 
all the information that they need, 
because th e r e  are so many other jobs 
that n eed  to be done. It would be 
nice if  w e  had a reference librarian, 
but we d o n ’t.

My favorite part of the job is 
ch ild ren ’s literature. I studied 
children’s literature getting my de
gree, and I read a lot of the literature 
that we have here. I take books home 
almost every weekend, and I’ve de
veloped a good sense of our hold
ings. I get very excited about 
children’s literature.

W hat are some of your favorite 
movies?

Mv Fair Lady, and The Sound of 
Music.

W hat books are you reading 
now?

The Golden Bough, and The 
Teachings of Don Juan, by Carlos 
Castenada.

Your ideal vacation?
I would like to go to Norway, 

because I am Norwegian. I’d like to 
learn the language and learn about 
the customs, and even try to track 
down some ancestors.

If you could take a year’s sab
batical, what would you do?

I want to eventually get my 
master’s degree in library.

W hat do you value most about 
Western?

The fact that it’s small and infor
mal. It’s nice to be acknowledged.

Where would you like to see 
change at Western?

I can’t see that this would neces
sarily change, because people are just 
so busy, but one of my frustrations 
working at the library is that nobody 
has time to read. When I find books 
for people, it’s books that they have 
to read. No one is excited about it! I 
can’t try and encourage people to 
read this great book, or that great 
book, because they don’t have time.

Is there something that you’re 
involved in, off campus?

I’m on the board of the Women’s 
Resource Center, and I’m involved 
in many different aspects of the Cen
ter. It’s very rewarding to help
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women, and the Center is a good 
place for women to be. It’s a very 
positive place, everyone treats you 
well, and you feel good there.

Dr. Eve Malo
What is your professional back

ground?
I ’ve been working in education 

since 1964. I started out teaching 
before I had a degree. In California, 
they had an intern program which 
allowed you to teach with a provi
sional license, and as you taught in a 
regular classroom you got certifica
tion. So I had a non-lraditional edu
cational background. I’ve taught ev
ery grade level, from preschool 
through adults. My choice in public 
school teaching is the primary grades.

I got my PhD. in 1981 in curricu
lum and instruction at the Univer
sity of New Mexico. My emphasis 
was three-fold: early childhood, read
ing, and multi-cultural backgrounds 
in teaching. Since 1981, I have 
worked in Montana; I was at North
ern for 5 years, and this is my 7th 
year at Western.

What are some of the challenges 
of your job?

I find that teaching is probably as 
creative a job as you can find any
where, because every day is differ
ent, every student is different, every 
year is different. There’s always new
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research going on in education, so it 
isn’t a question of teaching some
thing that is static. It’s always in 
motion, always new information. So 
it’s very very stimulating from that 
point of view.

How do you renew yourself?
By reading and by travel.
What movies do you enjoy?
The Crying Game , and The Kiss 

of the Spiderwoman...! like movies 
with thought-provoking ideas. At a 
Chinese festival in Missoula I saw a 
wonderful movie about a teacher. I 
love movies, ever since I discovered 
them in the 6th grade; I used to go to 
the movies every time they changed 
them, and double features were great.

What book are you reading 
now?

I just finished last night reading 
Crime and Punishm ent by 
Dostoevsky. I read that because my 
granddaughter in her English class 
in high school had it assigned; so I’ll 
discuss it with her after her class.

What’s your idea of an ideal 
vacation?

Well I’ve had an ideal vacation; 
it was three week^s rafting with a 
private permit on the Colorado River. 
Anything outdoors like that. I went 
on a llama trek not too long ago. 
Outdoor things are ideal; anywhere.

If you could take a sabbatical, 
what would you do?

My next career I hope will be 
writing childrens’ books. I’m inter
ested in writing biographies for chil
dren, so I would write childrens 
books and see if I could get pub
lished. I would like to do one on 
Georgia O’Keefe because she had 
some very interesting and very early 
views on art education and how it 
should be done. She was also a paci
fist and a very strong woman. I would 
like to write a biography about 
Meridel La Soeur, who is a poet and 
a farmer. She’s probably in her 90’s, 
living in Minnesota; she’s involved 
in the labor movement, and she was 
very much a feminist long before 
there was a term ‘feminist’.

What do you value most about 
Western?

The collegiality, and the fact that

we work together very closely. We 
have a pretty common philosophy, 
and we’ve been able to make the 
changes at Western in the education 
department that we’d hoped to. I 
think the program is really very suc
cessful, in that we turn out probably 
the best teachers - certainly in Mon
tana - and that I do believe.

W here would you like to see 
change at Western?

I’d like to see change in terms of 
students being really excited about a 
broader view of the world.

Dr. Sandra Oldendorf
W hat is your professional back

ground?
I have a Bachelor’s degree and a 

Master’s degree from Illinois State 
University; my Bachelor’s degree 
was in English with a minor in psy
chology. My Master’s was in psy
chology. Then I moved to Kentucky, 
where I started a doctoral program 
in curriculum instruction. I got a doc
torate in 1987 from the University of 
Kentucky in curriculum, with an 
emphasis in foundations and social 
studies.

I taught in Illinois for 9 years. I 
taught 5th through 12th grades, 
mostly English and social studies, 
bul I have also taught math and physi
cal education. At the college level 
I’ve taught developmental English, 
psychology courses, ed. psych, per
sonality theory, curriculum courses, 
social studies methods, management, 
and ed. tech three. Now I teach el
ementary social studies methods, ed. 
management, curriculum founda
tions, and I’m also coordinating the
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