
The Wescolite -  Wednesday, October 13,1993 -  Page 3

Opinion
Our college, our church?

b y  Sally Behr Schenuel
The lime is long overdue to ad

dress one of the hidden agendas of 
this campus.

W e s te r n  Montana College ac
tively supports the %Grace Baptist 
Church. Western supports the church 
through its financial relationship with 
the church. Western supports the 
church through the image of endorse
ment inherent to use of campus fa
cilities for church services. Western 
supports the church through the pro
vision of a physical environment 
from which this church can promote 
its ten e ts .

T h e  Grace Baptist Church is not 
a student-run organization. The 
church is not a student group recog
nized by the Student Senate. The 
church is not an adjunct to the qual
ity o f  student life.

T he church exists to serve its own 
aims and interests. The church col
lects money at the offertory which is 
used to  meet the church’s.needs. The 
church advocates its tenets. At the 
service on October 3, 1993, the 
church praised Christians who pro
test against abortion and homosexu
ality.

L ik e  all churches and religious 
in stitu tions, Faith Baptist Church is 
a p o litica l entity. A college campus 
is a p la c e  for multiple voices raised 
in the celebration of political stances. 
A c h u rch  has a voice raised from a 
pulpii. A church has a voice raised 
by a r e s p e c te d  church elder, a per
son o f  knowledge and a person of 
power. A church has an arsenal of 
power in  its voice and thus in the 
delivery of its message. Western sup
plies th e  pulpit. Western supplies the 
home b a s e .

W e s te rn  and Grace Baptist are 
hand in  hand, in the public’s eyes. 
This im a g e  of a partnership is evi
dent e a c h  weekend when the bill
board g o e s  up announcing the 
church’s schedule of services. The 
partnersh ip  of the church and West
ern is visible to the readers of the 
Dillon Tribune, as they scan the 
weekly schedule of events.

By having the church on campus, 
Western grants the church entry into 
its students’ awareness and lives ..

This college exerts a powerful 
presence in its students’ lives. This 
is one aspect o f the nature of an 
educational system. The power can 
be a site of misdirection and abuse. 
Supporting a religious organization 
in the perfomiance of its rituals trans
fers the power of the educational ir. 
stitution to the institution o f the 
church.

If the services are on campus, they 
must be good for the students—right? 
The college must be encouraging us 
io attend. If not exactly encouraging 
ns, then at least the college has evalu-
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ated the religious practices and found 
them worthy of our interest and re
spect-right??

For a group to use a classroom at 
Western, it must pay between $10 
and $25 dollars per class. Grace Bap
tist uses the small auditorium for four 
services per week, 16 services per 
month, for a mere $100. Heck of a 
deal. Such a rate, at less than the 
minimum standard, constitutes finan
cial support.

Western is rightfully concerned 
with efficient use of its space. Grant
ing a church such a cut in rent is 
hardly efficient. And where does this 
$1200 per year go, in the coffers of 
Western? Does the money go to
wards building maintenance? Does 
it go towards reducing students’ tu
ition? Or towards improving faculty 
salaries?

Western Montana College, just 
what are you trying to tell us about 
yourself and the role of organized 
religion in your mission as an educa
tional institution? What are you say
ing? That the student body should 
be indoctrinated into this church’s 
world view?

The policy at Western is that the 
campus is willing to rent to any 
church group that will pay. Well, 
that is non-discriminatory...and yet 
only ONE church leases space. Only 
ONE church has made Western its 
home. And we don’t know how long 
this situation is going to last.

A person has to wonder. Would a 
church honoring the goddess be wel
com e here, without a review of 
policy? Would an Islamic group be 
welcome to conduct weekly services 
on campus, with merely a cursory 
questioning of the issues involved?

The University of Montana, the 
institution within which Western 
Montana College finds its affiliation, 
has addressed these issues, as hot 
and thorny as they may be. The 
policy differentiates between a reli
gious group which is based on the 
campus to serve the students , and a 
religious group which is not affili
ated with the campus. Policy 20.02 
states:

Except for student groups and 
religious organizations providing 
services to University students on a 
regular and continuing basis, Uni
versity property or facilities may not 
be used for any activity or event: (1) 
for any religious or sectarian pur
pose; (2) when the proceeds will go 
to aid any church or other organiza
tion controlled in whole or in partby 
any church; or (3) at which sectarian 
tenets may be advocated.

This policy also differentiates 
between the provision of services, 
and the performance of church ser
vices. According to the reservationist 
at the University Center Conference
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and Event Scheduling, UM does not 
rent space for the regular perfor
mance of religious services, based 
on policy.

Kathy Plutt, Director of Facility 
Services here at Western, described 
the decision to rent space to a church 
as a temporary decision, meant to 
last no more than three months. The 
arrangement has lasted 16 months, 
and will continue until Grace Bap
tist has completed the church it is 
building here in Dillon. Glen Leavitt, 
Director of Fiscal Affairs, acknowl-: 
edged that in his experience West
ern has not rented space to an out
side religious organization for the 
performance of weekly rituals — un
til now.

The decision appears to have been 
made with no examination of the 
issues involved.

The decision appears to have been 
made in exactly the manner which 
time and again, Western’s Educa
tion department warns its students 
against: acting without formulation 
of a philosophy. When an institution 
makes decisions without having a 
philosophical foundation to rest upon 
and to which it may refer, the insti
tution acts without a course deter
mined by a philosophy. Eventually, 
the institution may become an agent 
for a philosophy or stance it does 
not support. And without examina
tion, the college may not even know 
what it has done.

We at the Wescolite question the 
underlying messages generated by 
the partnership between Western and 
Grace Baptist Church. We question 
the preference and endorsement of 
the Baptist faith over all other faiths. 
We question the undeniable role of 
power which has been granted to 
this church in the establishment of 
its home here on campus. We ques
tion and resist the subtle message 
that Western is aligned with, and 
only with, a Christian God, and that 
we had better step into line.

by Becky Knotts
The mirror reflects the familiar 

image of a young woman. Dark hair 
tangled in curls covers head. Green 
eyes stare hauntingly back, search
ing for answers to questions never 
asked. Hand trembling reaches to 
find the woman before her, blocked 
fingers hit glass. Mouth opens re
vealing a man’s voice. The image 
unable to comprehend remains si
lent. The words slip by untouched, 
useless. Many times eyes have met, 
yet they remain strangers. One a 
neuter, lost her sexuality through 
education. The other, a woman, fled 
fearing death. Time instead became 
the executioner. Hidden for so long 
the woman dies in the forgotton 
memory of her existence. The image 
screams one last time. Distance steals 
the sound, unable to read lips I leave 
her to die.

I the man live on. Castrated-by 
education I live in a body foreign to 
the world tĥ it claims my existence. 
Unable to find identity I relinguish 
my being, thus losihg all that is 
woman. Though my physique may 
claim otherwise, what is a body with
out a mind? How can one exist with
out the other?

Education guarantees growth. A 
time to be spent broadening the mind, 
feeding the intellect. Unfortunately, 
education can only promise this to a 
man. Labeled woman, I’m left de
fenseless to a system dedicated to 
killing my sexuality. Ignorance leads 
me blindly to a brain washing cer
emony. Here mind becomes man. 
Unable to see the damage, I question 
if any harm has taken place. If they 
cut off a breast, at least then I could 
view the wound. Instead I am amidst 
chaos, questioning my sanity.

Left neutered I seek to find an 
identity. A mind trapped in the wrong 
body. A body left with a useless

mind, l aught to speak his language, 
I lack the words to describe woman. 
Unable to convey my thoughts I be
gin ignoring what is inside. Taught 
his religion, I find feminine unac
ceptable. Told I am the cause of all 
evil, I submit seeking redemption. 
By this submition, I accept being 
subordinate. I study the knowledge
able, look up the the heroes placed 
before me. Only to realize I could 
never match the achievements of 
these men. I will never write like 
them, fight like them, or lead like 
them. Ignorance does no prohibit 
me, it is because I was not a man. 
Finding no where to fit in, I leave 
the woman behind unable to bare the 
pain any longer.

Embarking on a career in educa
tion, I fear the demon I have be
come. Once I could have a change, 

. that time has gone. Will I now be 
responsible for the death of so many 
children? Will I steal their identity 
just as mine was stolen from me? 
The thought causes me great anguish. 
Yet, how can I teach anything other 
then what I know? How can I teach 
individualism, when I’m not an in
dividual? Unable to find the answers, 
I will continue to let the circle of 
corruption continue. As much as I 
fight I will keep it spinning. Will 
you?
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FREE SUNDAE Cash value 1 '20 ol 1 cent

when you buy any large sandwich?
W hen you buy one o í our ¡arce
sandwiches* we’ll top off you 
meal with a tool and cream-.- 
M cD onald’s ’- sundae. Limit 
one food item per coupon, pt 
customer, per visit Phase 
present coupon when ordermi 
N  it valid with anv othe* o lte

’ ir McLean Deui.t: "
: «ese. Ctvcker McNugge* 
•'* befo*e cooktop 4 02 U ‘

Good Only At 
McDonald’s 
576 North Montana 
Dillon, Montana
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