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few  Parking Regulations:

Headache for commuters and residents
y Debra Olson

New vehicle and traffic control 
filiations for Western went into 
(feet Ju ly  1, 1993 . Up until this 
me W este rn  was the only four-year 
ampus in  Montana that did not levy 
Motor Vehicle Registration Fee. 
arking areas are in need of major 
jpair and  vehicle registration fees 
rcthe only  available source of funds. 
Tie old parking regulations were 
ard to enforce because o f the lack 
f vehicle registrations. In adopting 
b e  new  regulations other campus 
egulations were viewed and used as 
xamples. Since Western is affili- 
ted with the University of Mon- 
ana, their regulations were closely 
tudied.

Tne only  cars allowed to park in a 
ampus parking lot, without being 
cketed, are those with a resident or 
ommuter decal, a Montana handi- 
ap license plate, or those with a 
isitor’s pass. According to Bob 
Campbell, head of Traffic Control, 
lose to 600 resident and commuter 
ccals w ere  sold at the beginning of 
ill sem ester. The resident area park- 
lg lot has a space for everyone that 
ves on c a m p u s . Campbell said that 
icrc w ere more commuter decals 
aid than p a rk in g  spaces, a ratio of 
bout 1.7 - 1.0. He pointed out that 
[University of Montana decals are 
aid at a  ratio o f three to one. 
ampbell stated that at Western,

“There is not a parking problem, but 
a convenience problem.” He also said 
that he feels they are trying to pro
vide good parking for people who 
want it, and he feels it is owed to the 
people who have paid for decals.

The proceeds from the sale of the 
decals and the fines go back into 
parking lot maintenance, parking lot 
expansion and handicap accesses. 
Starting wages o f $4.50 per hour are 
also paid out of these funds to the 
five student parking lot police-people 
and, partially, to the two people in
volved in data entry whose wages 
arc also paid from other department 
funds.

The last time that Campbell 
checked, the balance of the fund for 
this semester was around $15,000. 
The biggest expense so far has been 
the start-up costs, the new signs alone 
cost $6,000. There were also a lot of 
major potholes filled this year.

There are parking lot police  
scheduled every hour between 7:00 
am and 5:00 pm. If a student police- 
person is absent for their shift and 
Campbell doesn’t cover it himself, it 
does not get done as this system re
lies on part-time student help. 
Campbell said that he has heard cam
pus rumors that the parking lots 
aren’t policed enough. Also he 
recieved numerous complaints from 
students when he gave Governor 
Racicot permission to park on the

iigher ed. commish addresses
y Carl Brenneman 
On F riday, October 22, ASWMC 

resident, Justin Lee and Vice Presi- 
mt, Steve Henness attended a MAS 
Montana A ssociated Students) 
eeting in Helena. The meeting was 
¡tween the Commissioner of Higher 
ducation, Jeff Baker, and student 
xly leaders from Montana’s uni- 
ersities, colleges, and vo-techs. The 
pic of d is c u s s io n  was the restruc- 
ring o f University System.

One o f th e  proposals for restruc- 
fing the s y s te m  is consolidation, 
bis would m o s t  likely come in one 
two form s. Either there would be 

ie university  with many branch 
opuses, o r  tw o  universities with 
:vcral s a te llite  campuses. Under 
thcr p ro p o sa l, the smaller cam- 
Jses, T ech , Northern, Eastern and 
restem w o u ld  become branch cam- 
■ses.
The p ro p o se d  consolidation has 

'used m ore concern on other cam- 
lses than at Western since it has

already been consolidated with the 
University of Montana.

At the meeting Lee and Henness 
expressed concern that if the Uni
versity System is re-organized, West
ern would lose financial autonomy. 
Under the current system Western is 
allocated funds separately from the 
University of Montana. If further 
consolidation occurs, it is possible 
that all the money would be allo
cated to the University of Montana 
and would then trickle down to West
ern. They also questioned whether 
Western would still be able to de
cide on its own curriculum, or if 
there would be more direct control 
from the University of Montana.

Commissioner Baker mentioned 
how Western is the up and coming 
campus in the state. He also com
mented that with the projected in
crease in students, the university sys
tem would have to change. The 
commisioner felt that restructuring 
would increase the efficiency of the

lawn in the back o f Matthew’s Hall. 
The Governor was attending a din
ner in the Lewis and Clark Room 
and Campbell said that the parking 
arrangement was worked out in ad
vance and that he decided to allow 
the Governor to park there for secu
rity reasons. Other than that he hasn’t 
recieved any major coihplaints - 
except for a few disgruntled people 
who have received tickets.

Traffic fines are payable at the 
Business Office. Anyone that wishes 
to appeal a fine may do so. To file an 
appeal it must be done within 3 busi
ness days of the violation. These are 
filed at the Business Office.

Appeals are reviewed by the Traf
fic Appeals and Review Committee 
which is composed of one represen
tative of the faculty, staff and stu
dent body and one ex officio - a 
nonvoting member from the traffic 
department A person may go one 
step further than this by filing an 
appeal with the Provost.

“Due to increased enforcement 
and regulations, there seems to be 
more appeals this semester, “ stated 
Ken Huff, Traffic Appeals and Re
view Committee student representa
tive. The committee meets on an as 
needed basis, usually when there are 
about fifteen appeals. Whereas last 
semester there was about one meet
ing a month, this semester two or 
three meetings may be called per

restructuring
University System by combining 
payroll, registration and financial aid. 
Also, many duplicated programs 
could be eliminated. He also men
tioned that credits would be more 
easily transferred within the system.

“The consensus o f the colleges 
was against restructuring. They seem 
afraid big U ’s will take away indi
vidual programs and that the col
leges will become places the big 
campus’s send lower class students.” 
stated Lee. In this instance Western 
was used as an example of an educa
tion department which has improved 
through its association with the Uni
versity.

Whether because of its associa
tion with the University or not, 
Western’s education department is 
definitely improving. It is currently 
seeking NCATE (National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher Educa
tion) accreditation which, if  success
ful, would add to Western’s reputa
tion as a quality teacher education 
college.

month. The fact that students were 
so vehemently opposed to parking 
fees may also contribute to the num
ber of appeals.

Mr. Campbell also stated that 90% 
of the tickets written are for no de
cal. If a car does not have a decal it 
can be a complicated matter to find 
the owner. A computer print-out of 
no-name tickets arc turned in to the 
city police department who then use 
their national network to identify the 
owners. The college then has to 
cross-reference these names with stu
dent names. In a lot of the cases the 
parents of the student own the car. 
There are also complications when 
the student’s last name is different 
than the student’s parent’s name. In 
some cases the cross-referencing may 
come down to an address.

“A” decals are issued to faculty, 
. staff and students of Western that do

not live in residence halls. Holders 
of “A” decals may park in any des
ignated daily commuter parking area, 
except Special Permit Only zones 
and Reserved Parking. The cost of 
an “A” decal is $25.00 per year or 
$15.00 for one semester.

“C” decals are issued for car 
pools. Each person has to purchase 
a decal. One car pool tag will be 
issued and it is to be rotated on the 
rearview mirror of the vehicle that is 
parked on campus. Failure to dis
play the tag by the pool member 
when on campus will result in a “no 
decal” violation.

The cost o f a “C” decal is $20.00 
per year per car pool. Plus $5.00 per 
year for each additional vehicle.

“D” decals are issued to students, 
staff, or faculty living or working in
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