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Wescolite Focuses on Zaspel, Yahreas, Snyder and Jorgenson

by Becky Knotts
Personal Background
I received my B.A. from the Uni

versity of Minnesota. I then com
pleted my Ph.D. at Montana State 
University. I did my post-doctoral 
work at the University of Zurich in 
Switzerland. For three years after this 
I logged around Big Sky. I then took 
a teaching position at the University 
of Southern Mississippi. Since 1984, 
I have been teaching physics and 
math at Western.
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What do you value most about 
Western?

What I value most about Western 
is the small size. Also, I enjoy the 
ease of interaction between the fac
ulty. Because we are so close to
gether I see people from the differ
ent departments, such as English, Art 
and Math. The size of the campus 
offers interaction between the de
partments which would not take 
place in a larger school.

What would you change about 
Western?

I belter be careful what I say here. 
I think the faculty as a whole could 
talk more to each other about what 
we are doing, and how that could be 
related to the courses we are teach
ing. For example, in my physics class 
I would like to include art or music, 
and explain the relationship between 
the arts and the sciences. Instead of 
each class being separate, the stu
dent would understand how the many 
disciplines are interrelated. The stu
dent in turn would experience a 
rounded education. I don’t feel I do 
a very good job of that now, but I 
would like to change that in the fu
ture.

What are some of the challenges 
of your job?

Some of the challenges are work
ing with students that believe they 
don’t know anything about math or 
science. I have to convince them that 
they actually do. In other words, I 
must help them overcome their fears 
they encounter while partaking in 
these classes.
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What are your expectations of 
your students?

Well, I have at least two expecta
tions. First the requirements are 
spelled out in all my syllabi. In other 
words, they have to know certain 
things and develop certain skills 
when they finish a class. I also ex
pect students to question what they 
learn. I like them to be able to look 
at what they are learning and not just 
accept it.

What are some of your outside 
interests?

Mountain climbing, running, any 
physical activities.

Is there a special place around 
Dillon you enjoy?

Yes, the Tobacco Root Mountains 
and the Pioneer Mountains.

Do you have family here in 
Dillon?

My family and I are currently liv
ing in Bozeman. I commute to Dillon 
every other day. My wife Karen and 
my daughter Naomi spend most of 
their time in Bozeman. I have an
other daughter Corrie who is de
ceased.

What is your favorite book?
My favorite book is Melville’s 

Moby Dick. I enjoy reading stories 
about the sea and ships. Though it is 
ironic because I don’t like the ocean 
or ships, I prefer the mountains.

What is your favorite movie?
My favorite movies are the Marx 

Brother movies. That’s because my 
work tends to be serious, and when I 
relax I enjoy anything that is not so 
serious. The Marx Brothers defi
nitely fit this category.

What is your ideal vacation?
In the winter, my ideal vacation 

would be mountain climbing in the 
desert mountains. In the summer, my 
ideal vacation would be climbing in 
the Canadian Rockies.

Tom Yahraes
Personal Background
Yahraes received a B.A. in His

tory from Glassboro State College 
in New Jersey. He received has M.S. 
in education from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, IL. He 
conducted his post graduate studies 
also at Southern Illinois University.

What is your job title at West
ern?

Director of the Alumni. Execu
tive Director of the Foundation. Di
rector of College Relations with re
sponsibility for athletics.
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Different, Chicken Breast Sandwich

You’ve probably noticed Something different's going on at McDonald’s" It’s McGrilled Chicken 
Sandwidi We start with an all-white-meat chicken breast filet and grill it to perfection. Next 
we add a slice of Monterey Jack cheese, fresh sliced tomato, crisp lettuce, and slivered red 
onions. And then, we top it off with our very own, very special herb sauce.
And we don’t stop here because we’re on a roll -  a bakery roll -  toasted to give it just the right 
bite. Looking at it tells you it’s different Tasting it tells you it’s delicious.
And of course, you can enjoy McGrilled Chicken as an Extra Value Meal, too -  with Large Fries and 
a Soft Drink -  and get a great grilled chicken meal at a great value price.
Try the great new taste of McGrilled Chicken Sandwich. It’s deliciously different And it’s only 
at McDonald’s.

What are some oi your outside 
interests?

I enjoy any physical activity. I 
spend so much time on the phone 
and in meetings, it refreshes me to 
exercise. I try to run everyday, and 
on the weekends I try to get up to the 
mountains. I also enjoy traveling.

Tom Yahraes
If you could choose any job, 

would you be where you are now?
I have the best job on any cam

pus. I have been in higher education 
for 22 years. I have worked in a lot 
of different areas, and this is the best. 
There is diversity and an opportu
nity to meet people from all walks of 
life. Every day is different and a 
challenge.

What would be your ideal va
cation?

Backpacking in Norway, or snor- 
keling in Tahiti. I have done both 
and would do them again.

Do you have family here in 
Dillon?

Yes, my wife Donna. My son Tom 
is attending the University of Mon
tana. My other son Dan attends Mon
tana State University. My youngest 
son Chris is currently attending 
Beaverhead County High School. I 
am proud to say he has been selected 
first team all-conference in football.

How do you fit into Western?
Because of its size, I can make a 

difference here. At a large school 
you are just one of many. There is a 
need here for someone with my back
ground, and I fit in because I can 
provide that experience.

What are some of the duties of 
this job?

Primarily, I am responsible for 
fund raising. We recently finished 
our first ever capital campaign. We 
raised 1.2 million dollars, which 
doubled the endowment to 2.4 mil
lion dollars. We also raised money 
for scholarships, as well as enough 
money to finish the Birch Creek Cen
ter. Basically, I must come up with 
the money we are lacking from state 
support and replace it with private 
funding.

What are some of the challenge 
of your job?

Because we are now state assiste 
and not state funded we receive let 
money. Typically when that happen 
the foundation office is required t 
make up the money the college i 
missing. So that is my challenge, t 
keep coming up with new money t 
help keep the college running eff 
ciently.

What do you value most aboi 
Western?

The cooperation and friendline* 
of the people. That includes the sti 
dents, faculty, and the communit] 
Because I am in public relations, 
deal more with the community tha 
most other offices. I find the peopl 
here are immediately open, hones 
and generous.

What attracted you to Dillon̂
Initially the environment. I ha 

been living around the East Coai 
and wanted to escape that atmc 
sphere. Certainly this place is beat 
tiful, but I have to say it was th 
administration and faculty that 
found appealing. I find Western is 
very comfortable place to work.

Neil Snyder
Personal Background
Snyder has been at Western sino 

1980. He graduated from Wester 
Montana College with a B.A. in Sci 
ence and Human Resource Manage 
ment. He continued his educations 
Western and completed a B.A. i 
Science and Business. Throughoi 
his education at Western he wa 
employed through the Residence Lif 
office and was hired full-time i 
1986.

What is your job title at West 
ern?

Residence Halls Operations Man 
ager.

What are some of the duties o 
the job?

Custodial, maintenance, and re 
pairs in the residence halls. I als 
take care o f  the vending machines 
laundry facilities and pop machines 
I am also in charge of handing oi 
community service jobs. Whenastu
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OFFICE HOURS:
Lobby: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Drive Up Window: 8;00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
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