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Survey results of Western students revealing

(eith Liebetreu and Rachel Krusemark pose on the set of "Burn This!'

Play gets positive review
By K athleen MacDonald

“Bum This,” a play writ
ten by Lanford Wilson, opened 
Tuesday evening, April 17th, in 
the small auditorium. Student 
iirected by Wendy Hertz, and 
ompletely student produced, 
opening night proved to be a 
access and gave Western stu
dents something they haven’t 
seen here in many years.

“Bum This,” a play whose 
theme is to produce work that 
■s personal and to be honest 
ibout who one is and what one 
*ants, was full of raw emotion 
md reality. Once the players 
became comfortable with their 
udience, their characters came 
*live. Andrew Jones sensitively 
%ed the part of Larry, who is 
a single homosexual, without 
portraying the character as a 
hdiculous stereotype. Although 
his character in the play is sup
portive, Jones gave him emo- 
onal substance and vitality as 
vell as a strong identity.

Because Anna, played by 
Rachel Krusemark, is confused 
od wishy-washy, it was diffi- 
olt to tell at first whether or 
’ot Krusemark was well-re- 
earsed. It was not until the

final scenes in the last act that 
the audience became involved 
in Anna’s true character; a shel
tered woman who had never 
taken any risks. It was only 
through the death of her room- 
mate/best friend and meeting 
his older, alcoholic brother that 
we realize that Anna has been 
following someone else’s lead 
her whole life and is emotion
ally crippled. Ms. Krusemark 
portrayed A nna’s confus
ion,depression and growth elo
quently.

The play’s themes of “what’s 
the point?” and “where’s the 
meaning?” were related well 
through the character of Bur
ton, played by Don Verity. Bur
ton, the spoiled rich kid/adult 
searching to find meaning in his 
own writing instead of living 
meaningfully.

Keith Liebetru, as Pale, the 
surviving brother and obnoxious 
stranger, absolutely stole the 
stage. Each time this actor en
tered the auditorium the audi
ence came alive in his perfor
mance, even when he didn’t 
swear. Lanford Wilson would 
have been honored and ap
plauded to see his character

Pale come alive in Liebetreu’s 
performance.

The technical production en
hanced the play and accentu
ated mood, content and action.

Wendy Hertz’s vision became 
clear and strong in this opening 
performance. Her, and her 
company’s dedication and hard 
work produced an enjoyable 
evening of fine entertainment.

By Wendy H ertz
The preliminary results of 

WMC’s alcohol survey are in. 
Actual comparisons of the data 
have not been made as of yet. 
Western does not have the com
puter program needed to do 
such comparisons. The nearest 
is in Bozeman, and access to its 
use has not happened.

Here are some of the per
centages figured for a few ques
tions asked in the question
naire. 50.5% of the students 
responding were under the age 
of 21, with 32% at freshman 
standing. An equal percentage 
of females and males responded. 
61% live on campus.

88.1% of those answering 
drink alcohol, with 52.4% who 
began drinking between ages 
13-16. 48.7% of those who
drink, drink 6 or more drinks 
when out partying.

The reasons why students 
drink? 61% to socialize, and 
the next highest percentage, 
19.5% because they want to 
have a good time.

Drinking and its effects on 
class attendance: Though 64% 
say they have not missed class 
because of drinking in the last 
30 days, 35.6% report that the 
day they most likely miss is 
Thursday.

Students believe, 64.5% do, 
that drinking does not have a 
negative effect on their GPA.

As for “risk” behavior: 47.4% 
drove while drinking. 32.6% 
gave someone a ride when they

had been drinking. Over 50% 
rode with someone who was in
toxicated. The stats on sexual 
behavior are close to normal for 
most single people in the United 
States. 65% have not had un
planned sex in the last 6 months 
while they had been drinking, 
but this means that 35% have 
had unplanned sex with one 
time being the highest percen
tile. Over 50% have had sex 
with only one person in the last 
3 months. The majority of stu
dents do use some method of 
birth control, but 9.7% used no 
method and 2.9% were not sure.

In the past six months 4.3% 
seriously considered suicide, 
.7% made a plan, but approxi
mately 2.4% actually attempted 
1-3 times.

It would seem, through the 
questionnaire, that violence or 
physical fighting does not hap
pen as often as previous articles 
written in the Wescolite have 
stated. Without having every 
student answer the question
naire we cannot be sure how 
accurate this survey’s portrayal 
is. Out of 277 people answering 
the questionnaire, 23 have been 
in a fight at least one time after 
drinking alcohol, 12 did 2-3 
times, 5 did 4-5 times, 2 did 6-7 
times, and 2 did 12 or more 
times. 63.5% of the people an
swering say they have never 
been in a physical fight. Who 
do the students fight with most?
Continued on page 6

Student Court called into action
By Ken Huff 

& Scott Ragsdale
For the first time in many 

years the Student Court was 
called into action as a result of 
the ASWMC election contro
versy. The officers appointed to 
the court are: Steve Henness 
and Krista Wickens as justices, 
and Kevin Depner as Chief Jus
tice. The court is called upon in 
cases of constitutional interpre
tation.

Due to recent oversights re
garding candidate qualifications 
for the ASWMC offices of presi
dent and vice-president, a hear
ing was called to order on friday, 
April 14, at 7:30 a.m. in the

Montana Room at the library. 
The prominent concern was the 
eligibility of presidential candi
date Suzann King.

King, a transfer student from 
Idaho, had not fullfilled the can
didacy requirements of complet
ing two semesters at WMC prior 
to the election. After a fiitile 
attempt to exclude the press and 
public from the proceeding, the 
hearing began with Justice 
Henness’ opening statem ent 
denouncing the presence of the 
press: “the student court has the 
right and ability to determine 
whether a hearing is public or 
private, simply because the con
stitution is silent to that...all of

this is subject to our interpreta
tion.” Henness went on to state, 
“We thought it best, originally, 
for this to be a private hearing 
to avoid unwarranted intimida
tion, I guess, by anybody sitting 
in from the outside.”

The election commission rep
resentative testified that “the 
election commission took 
Suzann’s word for it that she 
was eligible.”

King interpreted the “re
quirements to mean two semes
ters at time office” as opposed 
to two semesters prior to the 
election. Both King and Love
Continued on page 3


