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Faculty Forum
By Justin Quilling

30 March 1995, Dr. Weltzien 
enters the well known room of 
Main Hall 226, in whichmany 
professors have academically 
strutted their stuff for their col
leagues. Actually the Good Dr. 
and I are the first ones in the 
room. I like to call him the 
“Good Dr.” Makes me feel like I 
actually understand everything 
he is talking about. But any
way, while we waited for the 
audience to arrive he prepared 
me for the soon-to-start Fac
ulty Forum: “King Lear and 
Norman Maclean.”

The Faculty arrived and a 
few fellow students happened 
into the room. Weltzien began 
his monologue. Each person 
present was given some sheets 
of paper with quotes from both 
Shakespeare’s “King Lear” and 
Norman Maclean’s (as the Good 
Dr. calls them...) “pregnant” 
comments from his “Episode, 
Scene, Speech, and Word: The 
Madness of Lear”. In eluded in 
the sheets were quotes from 
Maclean’s “A R iver Runs 
Through It,” “Young Men and 
Fire,” and letters of his to Rob
ert Utley. Using these, Weltzien 
guided us through Maclean’s 
disection of “King Lear.” 

Norman Maclean was par
ticularly interested in “King 
Lear” because he was obsessed 
with the theme of madness or 
at least the way in which the 
character under the spell of odd 
circumstances tragically meets 
ris death. Along with Lear, 
Maclean enjoyed researching 
General George Arm strong 
Custer, who also went mad. In 

loose association, perhaps

Maclean, through investigating 
these two characters was 
searching for the answer to his 
own brother, Paul Maclean’s 
death. Each of these three men 
died in unfamiliar places, Lear 
naked in the country, Custer on 
a bloody field, and Paul cast to 
the ground in a Chicago alley.

Maclean tried for many years 
to write a story on Custers final 
moments, but never finished.

He once wrote to Utley, “I 
am so constantly threatened 
with defeat in trying to write 
about it.” Maclean even felt 
unsure of the quality of “A River 
Runs Through It” which was to 
be in honor o f his brother. 
Maclean died before he was sat
isfied with the transcript of 
“Young Men and Fire.” But 
even though Maclean was not 
competely satisfied with his own
works, Weltzein and some of his 
more dedicated students will 
argue that his works are genious 
and he is one of the best Au
thors that Montana will ever 
contribute to the literary world.

Weltzein tried through his 
lecture to show us that Maclean 
linked Lear with Custer and 
Custer to The smokejumpers 
that died in the Mann gulch fire 
of ’49 and all of these men in
some way his own brother Paul. 
Weltzein pointed uot this one 
quote from Maclean that I think 
best describes the message of 
the forum, “...there’s a lot of 
tragedy in the universe that has 
missing parts and comes to no 
conclusion, including probably 
the tragedy that awaits you and 
me.”

MIS directors leave for new jobs
By Brian Anderson
The M.I.S Center lost two 

very important people who will 
1« missed. David Rigg took a 
new job at Spellmen University 
College in Atlanta Georgia and 
Dave Briggs has a new job at 
Oberlin Colloge in Ohio.

Shaun Scott will be the 
acting director at the M.I.S. 
Center until replacements can 
lie found. Paul Franzmann is 
also helping to take care of 
things for now. This will not be 
an easy job to find replacements 
for. There is even an advertise
ment in Computer World maga
zine for people to apply for the 
job. Losing two important 
people like this in such a short

time has made it very difficult 
for the M.I.S. center, but with 
applications due by the end of 
the month it should only be for 
a short time:
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. Ramblings_____
By Jamesa Dodd

Well folks, here it is my final 
column. In a way it’s a sad day, 
but I also have a lot to be happy 
about. Graduation is just 
around the corner, and while 
I’m not so sure about going out 
into the big-bad “real” world, I 
will be glad to not be in school 
anymore. I will miss Western 
and certain people who I’ll be 
leaving here. I won’t name them 
all because then it would sound 
like the Acadamy Awards. (I 
would like to thank... blah, blah, 
blah — you get the picture).

First off I would like to say 
that I am glad to see that people 
do read my column and have no 
qualms about letting me know 
that, how do I put it, I was 
WRONG. I erroneously stated 
that Walden wrote Walden’s 
Pond when in reality, it was 
Thoreau. I did know that. I just 
must have had a blond moment. 
Please forgive me, I would for
give you i f  the tables were 
turned. Also someone filled me 
in on why a pond is a pond and 
a lake is a lake. It is a pond 
because it isn’t as deep as a lake.
It may be just as big, or bigger 
around, but the depth is what 
matters. I just knew someone 
would know the answer to that 
problem and I’m glad they filled 
me in.

Well the circus was in town 
Tuesday April 18, and anyone 
that missed it sure missed a 
great show. It had everything 
from a Ringmaster, to Tight
rope walkers, and several 
Clowns. There were even some 
very astonished on-lookers. I’m 
probably talking a bit crypti
cally here but that’s on purpose.
I want people to know that I’m 
upset and what better way than 
by making you figure out what 
Fm refering to (Hint: what meet
ing is held every Tuesday at 
4:30).

Well it has been fun writing 
this column this semester, and 
now I have to say good-bye and 
good luck to everyone. Ciao!

WMC students enjoy Maui 

Spring break excitement
By Mike Hammer

Do you think that as a col
lege student, with all the bur
dens of classes and financial 
obligations, that a tropical va
cation is out of your league? 
Well, start planning now for 
your Spring Break 1996! Re
cently seven students from the 
Montana University system, 
including Krista Wickens, Jen
nifer Watson, Chris Yahraes, 
and Rob Cashell of Western, 
spent seven days in sun-baked 
Maui, Hawaii.

The opportunity was pro
vided jointly by the WMC Col
lege Relations Office and Mav
erick Travel, a locally-owned 
travel agency. Rob Cashell, who 
works in College Relations and 
teaches Adult Wellness, served 
as tour guide for the group dur
ing his second visit to the Is
lands. “Our goal is to encourage 
students to expand their hori
zons, learn about different cul
tures, and experience the joys 
of travel,” Cashell said. “My 
boss, Tom Yahraes, deserves the 
credit. He really encourages this 
type of hands-on learning expe
rience.”

Maverick Travel did an out
standing job of putting together 
an affordable package, keeping 
in mind that the travelers were

primarily college students. The 
package, which cost $700, in
cluded round-trip airfare, a con
dominium with an ocean veiw, 
an eight-passenger rental van, 
and an authentic Hawaiian 
luau. Cashell added that the 
cost may seem overwhelming, 
but he would work out a pay
ment schedule with any student 
interested in going next year. 
By starting now, a trip like this 
could be paid for by next spring.

The group explored the is
land of Maui thoroughly, find
ing time to snorkel, sail, surf, 
sunbathe, and take in a little of 
the night life in the fishing vil
lage of Laihaina. “I especially 
enjoyed seeing whales and 
learning about their habitat,” 
commented Jennifer Watson.

Other destinations are in 
the future, but Maui will again 
be the site for Spring Break ’96. 
The College Relations Office 
would love to talk to any stu
dents interested; just stop by. 
They will also be hosting some 
inform ation nights. Krista 
Wickens, who was visiting Maui 
for the first time, stated, “If you 
enjoy learning about new things 
and experiencing something dif
ferent, I guarantee you’ll have 
a good time!”
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