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Editorial*»
by Nicole Sutton

A new concept is hovering just over the horizon. We hear about 
it in class, in conversations, and in the news. It is even found in this 
issue o f  the Wescolite: eight-semester guaranteed graduation 
contracts. The essence o f the concept is this: you agree to follow a 
set curriculum fo r eight semesters, taking 16 credits a semester. If  
you do not complete your degree at the end o f those eight semesters, 
through no fau lt o f  your own, the university will cover your 
remaining tuition expenses.

"Through no fault o f your own " is the key phrase in this deal. 
Universities see this as not being able to sign up for necessary 
classes because those classes are closed. This contract does not 
cover adding or dropping classes, changing majors, or having a 
poor semester or year due to extenuating circumstances. Nor does 
it take into account dual majors, or in some cases, even a minor. 
The bottom line is an extremely focused course o f study, with no 
room fo r "fun" classes unless you want to take on an even heavier 
class load. In addition, fewer "specialty" classes—those not essential 
to a degree—will be taught by faculty, since their efforts will be 
directed toward teaching "high-demand" classes.

To be fair, however, graduation contracts do have some positive 
aspects. A plan to get a student graduated in eight semesters will 
cut out the number o f student loans that must be obtained and thus 
will save the student money. This also leads to more complete 
advising, since instructors will be largely responsible for planning 
the eight semester curriculum. The contracts will be especially 
beneficial to those students who know when they enter college 
exactly what course o f  study they want to pursue. And most 
importantly, at this time there are no repercussions fo r breaching 
the contract; the universities are simply released from their 
obligation to cover costs fo r  additional time required.

The eight-semester graduation contract was offered at the 
University o f Montana this fall (with only limited response thus 

far), and you can expect it to be available to Western students in a 
year or so. What you decide is up to you, but I don't foresee many 
contracts coming to fruition; most freshmen I  know are not sure 
what course o f study they want to pursue, or even i f  they want to 
study at all. Students need the opportunity to take different types o f 
classes so they can decide just where their true interests lie. After 
all, if  you're going to spend thousands o f dollars on an education, 
you might as well enjoy what you've been educated for.
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The Three Wise Men
Dear Three Wisemen: I am very 
concerned about the renovations 
taking place at the Student Union 
Building. There is no longer a 
place to hang out all day and night. 
In the good old days you could go 
to the SUB, blare CMT on the big 
screen TV, and shoot pool or play 
a fun game of ping pong. Please 
help!!! Sincerely, Nothing to do 
without the SUB.
Well, Nothing to do, the Three 
Wisemen are here to help:

♦Wiseman #1 (Spanky): Go to 
the Club, shoot pool, and drink 
straight Everclear until they come 
and take you away in an 
ambulance. Or just try to find a 
life somewhere away from the 
SUB.

♦Wiseman #2 (Elwood): I am 
going to recommend something 
the Three Wisemen do, hint 
#104B. When the Wisemen are 
bored, they pick up a cold pack of 
Mountain Dewski (Safeway is 
usually the cheapest). Then pick 
a clean environment with a TV 
and Nintendo. Start playing Super 
Tecmo-Bowl * amongst chums 
and begin to trash talk everytime 
you do something good. At the 
same time, be pounding cans of 
Mountain Dew, to get a caffeine 
high. Try to be the first one in your 
group to drink six cans of Dew and 
let them know about it with a line
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like, "Hey, I just drank six cans are more people there, and if you 
of Dewski, want to throw down!" are 21 you can get drunk, too. If 
This should keep you occupied for not, refer to the responses of 
a night. Wisemen 1 and 2.

♦Wiseman #3 (Belyle): Don't
worry, the new and improved SUB NOTE: The Three Wisemen will be 
will be coming at you soon. Until featured in each issue. I f  you have 
then, try going to class during the a problem and would like their 
day and hanging out with the cool advice, write to them at The 
cats there. And as far as the nights, Wescolite. attn: The Three 
go to the bar and shoot pool. There Wisemen, WMC campus mail.

athletes Need Student Support
By Abe Boomer

Hey, anybody out there go to college? No, more than five days a 
week. Yes, that's right, how many o f us actually stay at Western 
during the weekend? Judging by the empty parking lot on Friday 
night, not many.

"But hey, man, I  got tickets to BSU vs. U o fM ."
Great, go! Forget about your school, "hail alma mater," and 

all that. Don't worry that your Western Montana Bulldogs have a 
game. Who cares that most o f the crowd consists o f parents? Who 
cares that the volleyball team has a game on Friday?

We care. The athletes notice. For those o f you who don't know, 
the Western football team lost 21-14 in a narrow loss to Minot 
State. The crowd we had yelled their lungs out. But compared to 
what it could be (if people actually stayed around, that is), their 
earnest efforts came out more like a golf clap than the roar a home 
team is supposed to receive.

Question: Why is it called homefield advantage? Because, 
stupid. The home crowd is there, they yell and scream, go nuts, 
supporting their team. That will intimidate the other team and lift 
your team, the home team, to another level.

I  wonder what a homefield advantage would be like?
Also for those o f you who were too busy talking to your parents: 

the volleyball team kicked ass. But again the crowd consisted o f 
parents and football players. Too many people went home.

People bitch all the time about, "There's nothing to do at 
Western." Hmmm, let me think. On Friday there was a volleyball 
game. On Saturday there was a football game. Damn nothing to 
do.

I f  people stuck around on the weekends there would be plenty to 
do. I f  the whole school stuck around one weekend what would 
happen?

"Nothing, people would probably just stay in their dorm rooms."
Wrong. I f  you get large groups o f people doing nothing, 

eventually the social events called parties sprout up. And what better 
time to go meet people and/or get hammered than on the weekend. 
No classes, just athletic events, and remember, fans, it's no fun to 
go to a game drunk.

I f  any o f you remember the homecoming game last year you 
remember just how much fun it can be when everyone stays at 
Western. And i f  I remember correctly the football team kicked ass 
49-7. The team couldn't have been encouraged by the fact that the 
stadium was packed and there was standing room only. They 
couldn't have been helped by the fact that every time the defense 
got a stop or the offense connected on a pass the crowd went wild. 
Yes, o f course it helped, the team used your energy as a crowd and 
played the best ball Western played all year. That's what homefield 
advantage is. That's how it should be for every sport: football, 
wrestling, volleyball, men's and women's basketball, rodeo.

We have the ability to make this place the "Dawg Pound." A 
place where teams will not want to come and participate. I ask 
every one o f you. When we have a home sporting event, stay and 
support your pthletes, we do care if  you show up.

I f  not, fine, go home! Be a hometown hero. No, really, it's cool 
to go home every weekend if you're in college.

Or you could grow a pair and stay away from home one weekend.
Go nuts, cut the umbilical cord. Or when you go home, remember 
to say hi to mommie and daddy for me!


