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Editorials
Advice fo r  editors attempting to write columns: discuss issues 

relevant to our society. For once I  think I 'l l follow  that advice and 
address the controversy regarding the sociology text in use at 
Beaverhead County High School. Let me be the first to admit that 
I  did not attend the school board meeting held on Monday, October 
17. However, 1 believe I  meet another requirement that will allow 
me to speak on the subject: the textbook in question was in use four 
years ago when I  attended BCHS and took this same sociology 
class.

One "letter to the editor" featured in the October 18, D illon 
Tribune placed the blame fo r  current adolescent social problems 
on "National Geographic, dictionaries, and the authors such as 
Shakespeare." What ever happened to a well-rounded education? 
As an English major, I  can't imagine classes without Shakespeare 
thrown once in a while! I  realize we don't have to start promoting 
homosexuality and other morally corrupting practices, but unless 
students live "in a bubble"—as one o f  my reporters put it—they will 
eventually be exposed to it as they venture out into the world. It 
seems to me that maybe we should teach them how to deal with 
such issues instead o f  shielding them from these influences fo r  a 
designated period o f  time.

Thinking back to when that text was in my hands, I  don't 
remember being shocked by its contents. I  can't think o f  anyone 
being discontented by it, and the instructor, Mr. Pebbles, verified 
that he has never had a complaint on its use until now. Is this 
implying that the parents o f  all o f  these students who have taken 
this class were negligent? Knowing my friends' parents-and my 
own parents, fo r  that matter—I  can't possibly believe that. Perhaps 
they were just wise enough to realize that controversial issues would 
eventually arise, and had enough faith in their school's educators 
to believe that these issues would be addressed properly.

Incidentally, the portions o f  the text under fire are not included 
in the material covered in class. They are just part o f  a book Mr. 
Pebbles prefers to use because o f  the many views it contains on 
other information relevant to what is discussed in a sociology class. 
The most amazing thing about the whole scenario is how one 
unhappy person created many more unhappy people. I'm not saying 
those people were blissfully ignorant before, but a situation blown 
out o f  proportion is not going to resolve itself happily, whatever 
the school board decides. I  hope that when it comes time fo r  a vote, 
we remember the fight we went through to gain the freedom from  
censorship we now have and don't give it up too easily.
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RSIDMC D ic e -P re s id e n t In u ite s  S tu d en t D iscussion
W M C  Students:

There are a variety o f issues on 
campus that students should know. 
Some are solely student issues as 
w ell as issues on campus that 
concern students. I just want to 
mention a few  o f these.

Did you know that the Board 
o f Regents is looking at cutting a 
four-year degree down to 120 
credits? This w ill make it hard for 
a person to have a major and a 
minor. Good luck getting a job 
with only a degree in one subject 
area.

Did you know that after you 
reach 144 credits your tuition will 
no longer be subsidized? That 
means you w ill pay what an out- 
of-state person pays. I guess you 
better not change majors or have 
a bad semester.

Did you know that the faculty 
association voted in fa vo r o f  
changing the name o f  Western 
Montana College? That does not 
mean the name will be changed. 
It just means that some faculty 
would like to change it. How do 
you feel about changing the name 
o f the college?

There are many other topics 
that I could discuss, but that would 
take up the entire Wescolite. M y 
mnain goal here is to make you 
aware o f what is happening on 
campus. Please feel free to voice 
your opinion to your A S W M C  
Senators. Th ey  can help 
com m unicate these attitudes 
towards the administration. Your 
voice does not fall on deaf ears. 
The administration is very good 
about listening to students and

their concerns.
The best thing to do is tell the 

Student Senate. It meets every 
Tuesday evening at 5:45 upstairs 
in the library. We are always open

to student concerns. I f  you can't 
make the meeting then te ll a 
Senator. This year's Senators are 
Tara Jones, W illis Taylor, Kiley 
Smith, K ris  Johnson, K irk 
Kranzer, Ken Huff, Mary Kate 
Vant, Paul Wang, Katie Weaver, 
Jeremy Qualls, Kevin  -Stokes, 
K ay la  E lse and Ryan Mayer. 
There is also myself and President 
Suzann King. We want to know 
your concerns and opinions. 

Sincerely,

Steve Love
ASW M C  Vice-President

F rid le y  C la rifie s  M a n d a to ry  A tte n d a n c e  H eadline
Dustin,

I enjoyed your article about the 
Education D ivision  attendance 
p o lic y  in today 's W esco lite . 
However, I think that the headline 
chosen fo r  it was most 
unfortunate. I know better than 
to think that everyone who sees a 
headline will read the article, and 
I fear that a headline about a 
M A N D A T O R Y  ATTE N D A N C E  
policy will only cause unnecessary 
misunderstanding.

Anyone who actually reads the 
policy w ill quickly (I hope!) see 
that the O N L Y  thing mandatory, 
as stated in the most recent draft, 
is that facu lty  include their 
attendance policy in each class 
syllabus. This includes a policy 
o f  attendance N O T  B E IN G  
REQUIRED!

Requiring faculty to include 
their attendance policy in their 
syllabi is currently being debated 
by the Education Division. Those 
who support this mandatory 
inclusion reason that it is fair to 
students to let them know 
E X A C T L Y  what an instructor's
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attendance policy is UP FRONT. 
Most faculty already do this, and 
the requirement is seen simply as 
insurance that all do. (Let students 
know what their policy IS, not 
make attendance mandatory.)

Those opposed say that such a 
requirem ent is a breach o f  
academic freedom, or, at the very 
least, an affront to the integrity o f 
the faculty. This debate has 
postponed 'action on the policy 
until the next meeting.

I think that the best idea to 
com e out o f  the M A N Y  
discussions about attendance (and

related issues) is to publish a list 
o f  expectations, or student 
attitudes/characteristics that are 
conducive to academic success. 
Such a courtesy to students is 
common on many campuses, and 
I believe that is what the bulk of 
the Education Division's policy is 
all about.

I will be interested to see how 
the Wescolite follows this issue, 
and what, i f  any, student 
discussion ensues.

Sincerely, 
Michael Fridley

Nouember Calendar of Eoents
1,8,15
2-4
2
2,16
4
4
5 
7
10
11
11
13-17
15
15
16 
17 
17
17-18
22
23- 24
24- 25 
24-26
25
26 
28
29
30

Chi Alpha Film, Main Aud, 8pm
Rodeo at M SU
Volleyball @ Carroll, 7pm
Relationship Seminars, Matthews T V  Lounge 7pm
Volleyball @ S. Idaho, home, 6pm
Football @  Tech, 12:30pm
Community Concert, "Peterson," Main Aud. 8pm
Volleyball Playoffs
Holiday, Veterans Day
Wrestling @  Cowboy Open Tournament
WBB/MBB vs Ricks College, home 6pm/8pm
AIDS Awareness Week
Gallery After Hours, Open M ic 7:30-9:00pm
Wrestling vs North Idaho College, home, 7:30pm
W BB @ Albertson's College
W BB @ North Idaho
M BB @ MSU-Billings
Volleyball Regional Tourney
No Classes
Holiday, Thanksgiving
M BB @ Carroll College Tourney 
W BB @ Sarsfield, Classic 
Wrestling, Open Tournament, home, all day 
Wrestling vs University o f Iowa @ Great Falls 
M BB @ Idaho State
Gallery After Hours, Open M ic 7:30-9:00pm 
WBB/MBB @ Ricks College


