
Editorials
by Nicole Sutton

Throughout my term as editor, I have always been 
speechless when the deadline rolled around and it was time 
for me to write my editorial. Now that we are preparing for 
the final edition of the paper this year, there are a thousand 
things to say and I find that time has run out. But first I must 
correct myself regarding my editorial that appeared in the 
April 8, issue: the 170-credit limit l addressed has already 
been imposed. There is nothing you as students can do to 
reverse this decision, except hope that your schedules work 
out. Good luck to those of you it will affect.

I must also express my thanks again to those who made the 
electronic layout a reality, especially Randy Horst and Dayna 
Van Vleet. 1 think the new procedure has made the Wescolite 
a more competitive paper, and 1 still hear compliments on 
how professional it looks.

O ther updates this year include the newly-remodelled 
SUB/Snack Bar and the Coffee House, both of which give 
Western a boost and make it look more like larger college 
campuses. W e also have the Office o f Admissions and New 
Student Services, along with a new recruiting staff that 
should bring in more prospective students for the 1996-97 
school year. And don’t forget our new coaching staffs, which 
will ultimately lead to “new” sports teams.

N ext year has the potential to be a great one. T o  those of 
you who are graduating and can’t find it in you to return, 
congratulations and good luck. T o  those of you who just 
can’t seem to leave this place (and you’re not alone!), have a 
relaxing summer and we’ll see you in August!
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Amnesty International
by Masami Kubo

Amnesty International is an 
independent human rights 
organization based in London that 
works throughout the world. 
Dillon has a branch; John Rogan is 
the regional coordinator, and Eve 
Malo is the president of local 
chapter.

Amnesty takes action in cases 
where the person did not advocate 
violence and did not perform any 
v iolent act. Members and 
nonmembers write letters to heads 
of governments and other officials 
regarding the cases that are 
reported to Amnesty and 
thoroughly researched for accuracy.

The main thrust is letters, which 
are written on behalf of people who 
are imprisoned for reasons of 
conscience, having joined a labor 
union, criticized their government, 
became a teacher, embraced a 
religion which may differ from the 
general populace or any other 
activity that a government feels is 
against its interests.

They also write to governments 
about prisoners who have 
“disappeared.” These are usually 
kidnapped by the police or the 
military and their whereabouts are 
unknown. Their families never see 
them again.

Many letters are written to 
governments who cannot find the 
person they want to arrest, so they 
take their wives, sisters and 
daughters and rape them as 
retribution.

The other main thrust for 
Amnesty is against the death 
penalty. In some countries the 
death penalty is carried out without 
the benefit of arrest or trial. In 
some instances it is allowed for 
young people under 18 years of age 
and is also carried out for retarded 
people. In many countries the 
death penalty is arbitrary.

It is always very exciting when 
they hear that a prisoner of 
conscience for whom they have 
written letters has been released. ♦

The importance 
of reading
Dear Editor:

I am writing this letter to tell of 
the importance of teaching reading 
as a lifelong skill. Reading is 
important for the following reasons: 
enjoyment and providing skills 
necessary to live in our society.

Reading provides enjoyment in 
many different ways. Like art and 
music, reading allows the mind to 
expand. For example, reading a 
science-fiction book expands the 
mind’s imagination for the future.

Reading provides essential skills 
for living. Without learning how 
to read, our society’s knowledge 
would be limited. For example, if a 
person didn’t know how to read, 
he or she would be a danger in 
such simple things as reading road 
signs while driving a car, or reading 
safety messages in the workplace.

To sum it up, I believe that it is 
very important for us as future 
educators to concentrate on the 
importance of teaching reading as 
a lifelong skill.

Sincerely,
Brian Tesson 
W MC Box 520

The M-Club 
would like to 
express their 

sincere thanks to 
Loren Sigmond 

for the use of his 
barbeque.
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