
Shakespeare in the Park Big Daw gs n 
Little Daw gsby John McCaslin

This summer, Montana's parks 
were once again graced with the 
presence of Montana State 
University's Montana Shakes
peare in the Parks. For the past 
25 years Montana Shakespeare in 
the Parks has travelled Montana 
and other western states giving 

Tree performances, and the 
experience is paying off. This 
year's perform-ance of Love’s 
Labours Lost in Dillon on the 
evening of August 28th was a 
welcome addition to Welcome 
Week at Western.

Set in postwar Navarre in the 
Î940’s, this year's production had 
overtones of Kenneth Branagh's 
recent film adaptation of Much 
Ado about Nothing. Labours ' - 
Berowne was performed by 
Nathan Vogt much like 
Branagh's Benedick in Much Ado. 
Betsy Schwartz, as Labours' 
Rosaline, played a perfect

counterpoint to Vogt's Berowne 
by fashioning her character after 
Emma Thompson's Beatrice. So 
it goes through much of the play, 
with certain lines or perform
ances incredibly reminiscent of 
the film. This is somewhat 
understandable considering the 
nature of Shakespeare's comedies, 
but it seemed a bit too consistent 
to be coincidental. Nevertheless, 
the performers were very enjoy- 

, able, especially the aforement
ioned Vogt and Schwartz. Also 
well-played were Ferdinand, King 
of Navarre, by Christopher 
Tiffany, Don de Armado by Rom - 
Barkhordar and Susan Felder as 
Boyet. Portions of the show were 
stolen by Costard, in an exp- 
anded role, played by Ron Rains, 
much like Michael Keaton did as 
Dogberry in Much Ado.

Beyond the performances, the 
production was also wonderful.

The set was understandably 
simple, which showed another 
benefit of a  quarter-century's 
experience. The direction, 
undoubtedly another reason for 
Labours' resembling Much Ado, 
was good, especially considering 
the space restrictions of an easily 
transported outdoor stage.
Finally, the music was a well 
chosen group of songs such as 
"Where the Boys Are" which 
added to the comedic atmosphere.

In fact, the only things that 
detracted from the show in any 
major fashion were the 
mosquitoes. Maybe next year I 
should remember to spray on a 
hefty dose of insect repellent, 
because I will definitely be there 
to enjoy another evening of 
Shakespeare in the Park.

by Russ Cunningham
There are big dogs in the world 

and there are little dogs. In the 
situations where they come in 
contact the big dogs will usually 
intimidate, if not outright 
frighten, the little dogs. The 
same thing seems to happen with 
college athletes and younger 
people. Now we have Big Dawgs 
on campus looking to destroy 
that stereotype and take the 
Little Dawgs under their paws.

A new idea on campus, the 
Big Dawg/Little Dawg program 
seeks to give to the community. 
The whole idea of the program is 
to pair Western athletes with at- 
risk youth. The athletes basically 
spend time with the younger

participants, giving many of these 
youth some much needed 
attention. In such a way the 
youth of the community have 
positive role models that are no 
longer inaccessible but are very 
human.

This program is a very 
important step for the athletics 
program in the university system. 
Being washed away are the 
stereotypes of jocks only 
attending college to "play ball." 
Through this program we can see 
that the athletes of this campus 
have a social conscience and 
should be admired and supported 
in their efforts.

Adventures with Jeff
I know I've said this before, but 
Canadian border guards are way 
too touchy-feely for me. They 
see a group of college kids from 
the states and get that gleam in 
their eye that Seems to say "All 
right! Strip searches for every
one!"
This summer was a strange one 
and those little guys seemed to 
add an extra element of weird.
I went to Canada twice and - 
actually had one of the coolest 
experiences of my life up there. 
I was watching Slaughter in. 
Calgary and seemed to be the 
only guy pressed up against the 
stage, singing along with every 
song they played. In fact, 
everyone else was sitting down 
and seemed to be paying more

and motioned me toward him. 
My large friend, the Wopat, 
immediately hoisted me up oh 
stage. They were in the middle 
of a KISS song called "Lick it 
up" so I walked over and started

rock slide continued from page 3

Cronin was an entertainer in the 
purest sense of die word.
This is the band's 25th year and 
it shows. Not that they're really

to sing. The band was all happy, 0ld or anything, they just play 
I thought someone had drugged ■ flawlessly. . -
me, and all these Canadians The crowd was on their feet, 
looked really scared. After about Several attempts were made to 
.20 seconds this skinny guy with form a chaotic jumble of people
no shirt on and a ring through 
his nipple (weirdo) came up 
from back stage and threw me 
about ten feet into the loving 
arms of a 300 pound bouncer 
who threatened my life in 
several interesting ways. I think 
that he might have actually 
killed me if Mark Slaughter 
hadn't said "don't kill him,

attention to me (wondering what dude." ,
the hell I was doing) than the I m not sure if that was the best
band. They just don't get the concert I ve ever been to, but it-

right up front. The cops thwarted 
all but the last try.
The band seemed to have a great 
time, too. They acted pretty 
surprised at the amount of 
cowboyish types that were just 
loving the show.
Well, one good rock show 
deserves another and just five 
days later ZZ Top rolled into 
Missoula. A number of WMC 
students made the trip which 
was well worth it.

whole rock thing up there. i Waf ^efinately one of the funnest L0vertj0y opened the show with
Well, Mark Slaughter must have “ d themost unforgettable 
gotten sick of me screaming at Bands like t o  reaUy must 
him because about halfway , appreciate their fans because 
through the set he pointed at me ^ at wa$ pretty dam cool of them.

a set of older tunes and material 
off of their new album, all of 
which was very popular with the

observers. The members of 
Loverboy were getting kind of 
old and a little on the heavy 
side--which was pretty strange 
because their songs still sounded 
like they were being sung by 
guys in their 20's.
Age had taken its toll on ZZ 
Top, too, but nothing could 
make them appear less than the 
coolest three guys on Earth. The 
moment they walked on stage it 
was obvious just how far a 
reputation can take a band. The 
entire stadium was screaming 
from the first chord on.
They ripped through old songs 
and new songs. They danced,

. they wore sparkly matching 
tuxedos, they had guitars 
covered with fur.
ZZ Top is a traly unique group 
and they proved it without a 
doubt in Missoula.
Rock music seems to be making 
a little strike into our area of the

state, which is pretty convenient 
for those people who ritualisti- 
cally travel 600 miles to see the 
closest rock-n-roll show pos- 
sible.
Sadly, however, these classic 
groups can’t run forever. All 
three of those bands showed 
defrnate signs of old age. So get 
out there and enjoy the real 
music...before it's too late.
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