
The uproar among students 
and faculty about Chancellor 
Shiela Stearns’ expedition to The 
Club over a month ago seems to 
have settled to a murmur. For 
those few of you out there who 
have no idea what I’m talking 
about, Chancellor Stearns, along 
with Dean of Faculty Karl Ulrich 
and Director (if Residence Life 
Eric Murray, spent a Wednesday 
night observing students out 
enjoying themselves at The Club, 
a local establishment. The next 
day she sent an e-mail to 
Western faculty and staff 
explaining what she and the 
other administrators ohserved 
and the student response to 
seeing campus representatives out 
among the students.

Recently, The Club has 
renovated and expanded their 
dance floor, and often has a 
deejay present on Wednesday 
nights, providing the rare (at 
least in Dillon and many other 
Montana towns) experience of 
having a dance-club style place 
for the local population to enjoy 
themselves.

The question I find myself 
asking is this: Why are 
Chancellor Stearns and other 
members of the administration so

worried about what the adult 
students of WMC are out doing 
off-campus, while there are issues 
that must he dealt with here on- 
campus?

I understand that, as a 
responsible and conscientious 
member of our administration 
here at Western, Chancellor 
Steams is concerned with the 
safety and well-being of WMC’s 
student body. At the same time, 
however, I was not under the 
impression that her jurisdiction 
as a representative of this campus 
extended into the private lives of 
students and the activities they

choose to participate in while 
they are off-campus in a 
nonacademic capacity. I 
understand that the 
administration has reason to be 
concerned if students begin to 
hold massive parties involving 
drinking and other potentially 
disruptive acts here on the 
campus, hut I fail to see how such 
actions such as the observation of 
students off-campus in an official 
capacity, which many (including 
myself) see as tantamount to 
spying on students, can he 
construed as acceptable activities 
for administrative officials.

1 do not in any way deny that

drinking, especially in excess, has 
the potential to cause great harm 
to individuals. In my own family, 
I have seen the devastation that 
problem can cause. I am also not 
blind to the fact that college 
students can seem especially 
prone to succumbing to the 
dangers of alcoholism and binge 
drinking. There are also many 
examples of this sort of behavior 
among my friends and 
acquaintances who attend 
college. However, there are 
much more constructive ways of 
dealing with these problems than 
spying on students. Education 
and rehabilitation programs, such 
as those offered by the WMC 
Peer Counselors organization, are 
a prime example of the sort of 
things that are acceptable and 
often necessary in a college 
setting. There is also the fact 
that, in her e-mail, Chancellor 
Stearns states that there were a 
number of individuals who 
seemed to be out that night for

Letters to
Dear Editor:

I would like to take a moment 
to comment on the article about 
me featured in the October 29, 
1997 issue of the Wescolite. 
Although I applaud your effort to 
highlight new staff and faculty on 
campus, it is unfortunate that I 
was never interviewed for the 
article. The article makes it 
appear that I responded to your 
columnist with specific remarks. 
However, most (not all) of these 
remarks were taken from a dis
ciplinary letter to an individual 
who was found responsible for 
multiple violations of the quiet 
hours policy. Further, several

Editor, The Wescolite
In an editorial published 29 

October 1997, Jeff Peterson 
writes of “Jim Croce (who my 
sources tell me, sang the 
‘Jeremiah was a bullfrog’ song...” 
Mr. Peterson should get new 
sources.

Jim Croce, best known for his 
■ *1 hits “Bad, Bad, Leroy Brown” 
and “Time in a Bottle,” died an 
untimely death in a September, 
1973, Louisiana plane crash.

“Jeremiah was a bullfrog” was 
the opening line from “Joy to the 
World,” recorded and taken to #1

the dancing and camaraderie that 
the activity offered, not to drink.

At the heart of this issue lies 
the simple fact that the vast 
majority of the students here at 
Western are adults. In the world 
at large, adults are allowed to 
make their own mistakes and 
required to live with the 
consequences. It seems to me 
that the baby-sitting must end. 
How can students be expected to 
cope with the adult world outside 
the halls of academia when they 
are not exposed to the 
responsibilities of this world 
while they attend school? If 
administrators try to take 
responsibility for the activities of 
these adults outside of the 
academic environment, these 
students are in grave danger of 
learning to pass their responsib
ility to those above them for the 
rest of their lives. This is 
counterproductive to the goal 
that all institutions of higher 
learning should be striving for

the Editor
points were embellished in the 
article. For example, I have never 
written a statement about 
“cracking down on quiet hours” 
and tend to avoid such 
terminology. Also, I am not 
“laying down stricter rules.” In 
fact, I am simply enforcing the 
rules that Western Montana 
College and the Regents have 
provided for our campus.

The Residence Halls are 
definitely a place of living and 
learning. I take my responsibility 
to create this environment very 
seriously. With a newly devel
oped respect for (in-campus

on the charts in 1971 by Three 
Dog Night. “Joy to the World” 
was written by sometime-actor 
and sometime-Montana-resident 
Hoyt Axton. Axton’s mother was 
the late Mae Boran Axton, 
author of “Heartbreak Hotel,” 
which perched at *1 for about 
three months in 1956 in a 
rendition by one E. Presley. The 
Axtons, mere et fils, are the only 
mother-son songwriters to have 
written number one hit songs.

George Suttle
(Useless Trivia Maven)
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preparation of men and women 
for the world that they must 
attempt to face and integrate 
themselves into once they leave 
these institutions.

Most importantly, there is the 
issue of why Chancellor Stearns 
and the administration are so 
concerned with what goes on off- 
campus when they should be 
most concerned with what is 
occurring on-campus. I find it 
hard to believe that, with two 
rapes allegedly occurring on 
campus within a three-week 
period (as well as one during that 
period occurring only a few 
blocks away from campus), the 
safety of students and faculty 
while they are on this campus 
would be the highest concern in 
the administration’s minds right 
now. I can understand the 
potential links between off- 
campus activities and on-campus 
incidents, but the primary 
concern should still lie on- 
campus.

living, and with our upcoming 
renovations, I hope that I can 
make the Residence Halls a place 
for students serious about 
obtaining a quality education.

Sincerely,
Eric W. Murray

The Wescolite would like to 
apologize for any inaccuracies in the 
story. Thank you for bringing this 
carelessness to our attention.

I would like to apologize for my 
youthful gullibility on the subject of 
old music. I will hunt down my 
informer and beat her mercilessly. 
Thank you, George, for bringing 
this to my attention.

Jeff Peterson 
Coeditor
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