
Men’s Basketball
By Chrissy Engellant

The WMC Men’s Basketball 
team opened their season against 
the Bay City Express, a team that 
was made up of five former 
college players from the Oakland, 
California area. The Bulldogs got 
their perimeter game going early, 
and took a 42-35 lead at the half. 
Although Bay City made some 
runs in the second half, the 
Bulldogs maintained control and 
came up with an 86-74 win. Ty 
Thorn led the Bulldogs with 17 
points and 16 rehounds. Assistant 
Coach Bill Rice commented on 
the game, saying “It wasn’t a had

opening game for us. Ty played a 
great game. Jake Gustafson shot 
the hall except-ionally well 
during the first half, and Wes 
Holmquist and Joe Gaylord came 
off the bench and knocked down 
some shots. It was a great way to 
start off.”

The next game for the 
Bulldogs was against Minot State. 
The first half was hack and forth, 
hut the Bulldogs took a 38-36 
lead at the half. In the second 
half the Bulldogs used a balanced 
scoring attack to come up with a 
74-64 victory. Ty Thom

dominated both ends.gf the 
court, as he led the team with 26 
points, eight rebounds and three 
blocks. Jake Gustafson added 12 
points, followed by David 
Hegsted and Sean Roebuck with 
nine points each. Coach Rice 
said, “The first half was close, but 
Ty kept the lead for us scoring 18 
points in the first half. Sean 
Roebuck had a good all-around 
game. Minot State got tired in 
the second half which allowed us 
to fast break more and score some 
easy baskets.”

MEN’S BASKETBALL RECORD 
IMPROVED TO 2
by Chrissy Engellant

The Western Montana College 
men’s basketball team improved 
their record to 2-0 with a 90-72 
win over Southern California.
The Bulldogs shot the hall 
extremely well from the field - at 
58 percent. Jake Gustafson had a 
great night ,leading all scorers 
with 26 points, 18 of which came 
from behind the three-point line. 
Ty Thorn also had a hig night, 
scoring 25 points. David Hegstad 
added 11 points and seven assists, 
and Sean Roebuck contributed 
with 10 points. The Bulldogs 
opened up their Thanksgiving 
Break with a 73-69 win over 
Whitworth College. It was an 
exciting game as the Bulldogs 
came hack from an eight point 
deficit to win the game. Ty 
Thorn led the team with 18 
points and 11 rebounds. Casey 
O’Keefe played a great game and 
added 15 points in the winning 
effort. Jake Gustafson was also in 
double figures with 14 points. 
Coach Mark Durham commented 
on the game saying, “We really 
did a nice job of coming hack in 
the second half against 
Whitworth.” The Bulldogs spent 
their Thanksgiving weekend in 
Nampa, Idaho, where they played 
in the Northwest Nazarene 
Tournament. It was a tough 
weekend for the team as they lost 
both games. Ty Thorn tried to 
play the first night for a few 
minutes but was unable to 
continue due to a broken hand 
he injured in the Whitworth 
game. Western suffered a harsh 
loss against Northwest Nazarene. 
The final score ended up 102-48. 
Without Ty Thorn the Bulldogs 
had problems rebounding, being 
out-rebounded 60-30. Freshman 
Shawn Tucker stepped up and 
scored 11 points, as did Casey
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O’Keefe. The next evening was a 
little better, but the Bulldogs still 
lost to Albertson College by a 
score of 99-56. The Bulldogs had 
trouble scoring against 
Albertson’s tough defense. Jake 
Gustafson led the Bulldogs with 
16 points and Brad Breidenbach 
followed with 10. Coach Durham 
commented on the weekend 
saying, “With Ty Thorn breaking 
his hand we really struggled in 
our two road games. We have to 
have some guys stepping it up 
and playing more consistently.” 
The next home game for the 
Bulldogs will be on December 
12th and 13th versus Confer
ence foe Carroll College.

by Olie Else
Rodeo Club Officers were 

elected for the 1997-1998 school 
year. Becky Woodcock, a junior 
from St. Anthony, Idaho, was 
elected president. Tad Else, a 
sophomore from Dillon, was 
elected vice-president. Talii 
Nelson, a senior from Westby, 
was elected secretary-treasurer of 
the club. Nelson and Rachel 
Myllymaki were chosen as team 
captains for the women’s team. 
Seniors, J.D. Mulkey and Jake 
Costello, were selected by the 
club to be team captains. Club 
officers, club members, and 
captains have been busy with 
hosting a fall rodeo, a college 
horse sale, participating in 
Heritage Day, and the fall rodeo 
season.

Jess Martin, a National Finals 
competitor, was the featured 
speaker at the last club meeting. 
Martin, who is currently ranked 
fifth in the world in the saddle

bronc riding stressed using your 
eligibility to get an education.
He offered pointers for staying 
healthy on the road. Jess stressed 
the importance of learning how 
to enter the over 600 PRCA 
rodeos because turnout fees can 
be costly.

Martin won over 2,800 dollars 
in Regina, Saskachewan over 
Thanksgiving and team captain, 
Jake Costello, won over 500 
dollars.

The Western Rodeo Club has 
been approved tohost a smoker 
by athletic director Rob Cashell 
and the Student Senate. Details 
regarding the “Smoker,” were not 
available at press time. A tent
ative date is set for February 27.

The Western Rodeo Club has 
set the date for the Annual Com
munity Banquet and Auction for 
April third. Last year’s banquet 
was a huge success.

Rodeo Standings
by Olie Else

The Western Montana College Men’s Rodeo Team is currently winning the 
nation and the Big Sky Region. The team is led by captain Jake Costello, who is the 
number one point grabber in the region and the nation, in the saddle bronc riding event. Shane 

Eberline, a freshman from Dillon, has a commanding lead in the calf roping in the nation and in the 
region. Wade Ackerson is winning the Big Sky Region in the team roping event, partnered with 
Rachel Myllymaki, who is ranked seventh, and with Jeff Ruud, who is ranked sixth. Ruud is also 
ranked third in the all-around standings. Clay Three Irons is ranked ninth in the team roping, and 
Alvin Three Irons is in tenth place.

In individual events, Shane Moran is ranked fourth in the region in saddle bronc riding and Jordan 
Harmon is holding the sixth spot. In the bullriding event, Casey Mills is ranked seventh and Shane 
Moran is ranked ninth. Jeff Ruud is ranked fifth in the calf roping and J.D. Mulkey is placing seventh. 
In the steer wrestling, Mulkey is ranked eighth, Mike Hauk is ninth, and Tad Else is tenth. Zane 
Solomon is tenth in the bareback riding.

Western Women are second in the Big Sky Region and third in the national standings. Rachel 
Myllymaki is currently ranked third in the all-around standings, after competing in only two of the six 
rodeos. Myllymaki is third in the barrel racing even and tenth in the breakaway. Freshman Holly 
Hayworth is ranked second in the goat tying event, Mandy Floerchinger is ninth, and Becky 
Woodcock is tenth. In the breakaway, Helena standout Cally Goyins is currently ranked second.

*The spring rodeo season begins at the end of March, at Montana State University-Bozeman.

Cowboys in 
High Places
by Olie Else

Tim Corfield, the Commissio
ner of the National Intercolleg
iate Rodeo Association, annou
nced that several Montanan’s are 
to he featured among the per
sonnel selected for the College 
National Finals Rodeo, included 
some former WMC graduates.
The CNFR, which was hosted by 
Bozeman from 1970-1996, will 
begin on June 12th, 1998, with 
the first performance on Tuesday, 
June 15th, in Rapid City, South 
Dakota.

Flint Rasmussen, a native of 
Choteau, Montana, and a 
graduate of Western Montana 
College has been named the 
barrelman and clown. Rasmussen 
has delighted crowds throughout 
the United States with his sense 
of humor, wit, and athletic 
ability.

Lloyd Ketchum, of Miles City, 
and Mike Matt, a former WMC 
football player from Cut Bank, 
have distinguished themselves as 
top bullfighters and were invited 
back to the CNFR for another 
time. Both Matt and Ketchum 
will make appearances at the 
National Finals in Las Vegas, Ne.

Kenny Carpenter, of Kalispell, 
has been invited hack to the 
CNFR for another appearance as 
a pickup man. Carpenter has 
picked up at the NFR, as well as 
several CNFR’s.

Corfield explained the stock 
contractors for the event are still 
pending and the announcer will 
he selected after the National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo Assoc
iation meeting, which is held 
during the NFR. The future of 
Rapid City as the home of the 
CNFR will be discussed as well.
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