
Service
Organizations^ 
Plan Projects
You Can Win One Hundred Dollars!
by Julie Armstrong

The Circle K club, one of the 
service organizations on campus, 
has several projects on hand as 
we begin the holiday season.

December sixth a Remem
brance Tree will he put up in the 
SUB. People will he able to put a 
ribbon on the tree in remem
brance of people they care about. 
A donation of one dollar is 
encouraged but not required.
The tree will remain up until the 
semester ends.

The are also hosting a “Cash 
Car” giveaway, perhaps to pad 
your pocket for some extra 
holiday giving. People can 
purchase a spot on the car, and 
the person who keeps two body 
parts touching the car the longest 
will win 100 dollars. Free hot 
chocolate will'he provided to all 
of the car-touching hopefuls.

The Center for Service 
Learning, as usual, has a lot going

on. They have organized a Youth 
Soccer League, made up of 
seventh and eighth graders, who 
commute to Butte for indoor 
games. The team also provides a 
monthly service project to the 
community. They have been 
visitors to Park View Acres 

.Convalescent and Rehabilitation 
Center, playing games with the 
residents and provided much 
appreciated company. They also 
helped with* the Food Drive.

The Center is also establishing 
a Great-grandparents program. 
There will be a training session at 
4:00 p.m. on December 4. The 
session will help people prepare 
to visit elderly people and help 
them with daily tasks. Sign up at 
the Center if you are interested.

The Center is also in need of 
mentors if you have a little free 
time to give to help elementary 
or secondary students.

New Roof For LCL
by Hoppy Hopkins

People have been wondering 
what all that ruckus was up on 
top of the Lucy Carson Library. 
Well, the library has been getting 
a new roof courtesy of the 
Western Montana College 
students and the taxpayers of the 
state.

The library throughout the 
years has endured many kinds of 
weather, ranging from thick 
blizzards to heavy rain and sleet. 
The roof developed small leaks 
from the time that the building 
was completed sometime in the 
1950’s. The amount of the 
project was undisclosed at the

time (pre-Thanksgiving break) 
and as of now (December 1st), 
the rixifing project seems to he 
complete, or a hold has heen put 
on the project due to the heavy 
snowfall from the previous night. 
A local construction crew headed 
up the project. The crew did a 
fine job and hopefully this roof 
won’t have to he replaced for 
another 40 years also.

What Makes a Good School?
by Shauna Moran

There are no definite answers as to what makes a good school, hut there are some general ideals. A 
good school brings the parents, teachers and students together in attaining the goal of quality 
education. In a go©d school the administration provides support to the faculty, and together they look 
out for the best interests of their students. In addition, a good school seeks teachers who genuinely 
enjoy their profession and its challenges. Finally, a good school provides a learning experience which 
not only enriches the students’ knowledge and understanding of the world around them, but develops 
the skills and self-confidence necessary to make their lives more interesting and enjoyable. I would like 
to share some insightful lessons from an article in the October 27, 1997 issue of Time Magazine 
entitled: “How to Teach Our Children Well,” written by Steve Wulf.
Lesson # 7; After School

Good after school programs, those that engage the interests of both students and staff, can bring 
dazzling results. If these programs are done right, they can both extend and improve upon a regular 
school day’s learning (Wulf, 65).
Lesson #2: Technology

All kids, not just ones from families that can afford a home computer, should grow up with a 
mouse in their hand. As a learning tool, computers make kids adventurers and avid learners, taking 
them beyond the traditional walls of the schoolhouse. Teachers must be properly trained to integrate 
technology into the curriculum (Wulf, 65).
Lesson #3; Class Size

Smaller classes allow for more personal interaction between teachers and students, and they tend 
to reduce paperwork so teachers can spend more time planning lessons. While there is no ideal 
number of students per class, studies show that small classes work best- especially for reading and math 
in the early primary grades. They are expensive, however, requiring an expanded teaching staff and 
more classroom space per student (Wulf, 68).
Lesson #4; Teacher Prep

Nearly 2 million new teachers will be entering classrooms over the next decade. The system that 
prepares them for the job needs to improve. To raise the quality of teaching and increase the respect 
for the profession, many colleges of education are instituting higher standards, creating extended 
internships, and developing partnerships with public schools. Once on the job, teachers must have 
greater opportunities to continue their own education (Wulf, 68).

When we, as Western Montana College students, make the transition to being teachers we should 
look for opportunities in the schools where we teach to integrate these lessons. By doing so we will 
make our teaching experience more rewarding and assure that the students receive a valuable 
education. It is important for teachers to pioneer new techniques to maintain vitality in the classroom.

Chi Alpha
by Mike Blinn

As the semester winds down, 
Western Montana College’s 
chapter of Chi Alpha still has 
events unfolding. Chi Alpha 
(pronounced Ki Alfa) is the 
campus’ most visible religious 
organization, which has cont
inued to strive towards meeting 
the spiritual needs of students at 
WMC through small group bible 
studies, student worship services 
on Fridays in the SUB, and other 
special activities through out the 
year.

Still to come this semester, is 
the ever popular Wednesday 
Movie Night in the Auditorium. 
On Dec. 10, our friends at Chi

Alpha will be presenting “My 
Best Friends’ Wedding," starring 
Julia Roberts. The Chi Alpha 
members are also hosting their 
annual Christmas Party, on 
Friday, December 12 at 6:30. All 
students are urged to attend. 
Those who haven’t attended a 
Chi Alpha function previously 
but are curious should try this 
new experience.

As for next semester, Chi 
Alpha is busy planning Campus 
appreciation activities and prayer 
sessions, the notorious Casino 
Night, as well as some special 
outreach activities surrounding 
Easter.

If you have any questions 
about these activities, or are just 
interested about Chi Alpha, feel 
free to call them at 683-6610.
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