
Editorials
Like the rest of the world I was 
devastated when I found out that 

. John Denver had died. Actually, 
I was only a little upset because 
I never knew the guy and his 
music has never been my type. 
But still I wasn't happy about it. 
In the craziness following his 
death, I came to find out that he 
had performed in the Main 
Auditorium back in the late 
sixties or early seventies. I did a 
little more research and found 
out that in the past Western has 
hosted a number of impressive 
performers. Steve Martin was 
here, as was Kenny Rogers. Jim 
Croce (who, my sources tell me, 
sang the "Jeremiah was a 
Bullfrog" song) would have 
performed if he hadn't died a 
few days before he was to show 
up. Last month Missoula had 
ZZ Top, Loverboy, the Indigo 
Girls, Ziggy Marley and prob
ably some others I didn't hear 
about. 311 and a few other new 
bands who I've never heard 
before are going to be there in

the near future. Bozeman, too, 
has some big names every now 
and again . Now, I realize that 
we're a small school and have 
limited funds and resources, but 
John Denver and the rest were 
pretty big in their day and they 
were somehow drawn in. I don't 
mean to knock the various club 
activities and passing out in the 
dorm halls, but this campus 
needs to get something else, at 
least once in the semester. 
Something that would make our 
school stand out. We have an 
activities board which I'm sure 
would be more than willing to 
try and bring in a popular 
entertainer of some sort. We just 
need a big push from the stu
dents. I, for one, would love to 
look back on my career at 
Western and think of it as more 
than just another school. There 
are over a thousand of us, so 
why don't we get it together and 
see what we can do. We pay an 
activities fee every semester 
with our tuition. Let's make it 
count.

Jeff Peterson
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Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:

I am writing to dispel rumors 
as to why I left WMC early in 
Spring Semester of 1997. I have 
heard several rumors from friends 
at WMC and would like to use 
this letter as a means to express 
the truth. I left because of an 
injury which made it extremely 
difficult to maneuver between 
classes and to live in my 
apartment. Although it is true 
that I was suffering from clinical- 
depression and had been accused 
of a serious crime, I left because 
of my injury.

During my time of 
convalescing I had time to deal 
with my depression as well. With 
the help of several doctors and 
counselors I have come to terms 
with many issues that I had not 
previously dealt with that caused 
me to suffer from my depression. 
Because of these issues I lost hold 
on reality and my relationship

with God. I lied to my friends 
because I thought I needed to 
keep their friendships. By the 
time I realized that their 
friendships were genuine, 1 had 
caused irreversible damage to 
them. I even told them that I 
was very sick and gave one of 
them the plans for my funeral. I 
did that because I wanted to 
commit suicide to end the pain 1 
was feeling. I felt that if my 
friends thought I was sick they 
would understand why I 
committed suicide.

I stared down the barrel of a 
loaded pistol several times. 1 also 
took large doses of medication. I 
never was able to carry out my 
wishes because I knew I would go 
straight to hell. By confronting 
these issues with the help of 
psychotherapy I have overcome 
them. I am now studying at 
Carroll College with the aide of

the Riley, Rhodes, and McGinty 
Scholarships which total about 
$5,000.00, and are awarded by 
the Bishop of Helena to students 
actively participating in the 
Borromeo Pre-seminary Program 
here at Carroll College. This is 
one of the issues that was making 
me crazy. I didn’t know if I 
wanted a wife and children or a 
ministry in the church. I will 
participate n the program and see 
where God leads me.

1 have acknowledged the 
many mistakes in my life and 
each day I pray for the 
forgiveness of those I hurt and for 
the ability to forgive those who 
hurt me. I hope that those of you 
who read this can do the same.

Sincerely,
Joseph. J. Rangitsch

"What Do Bruce 
Jenner and Judy 
Martz Have In 
Common?"
Sheila M. Stearns, October 1997 NAIA 
Convention Flyer: MiM S,cams

For the past eighteen months, 
I have served as Chair of the 
Council of Presidents of the 
NAIA, the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics. The 
NAIA is governed hy four 
councils: faculty representatives, 
athletic directors, conference 
commissioners, and college/ 
university presidents.

We had the task during my 
term as chair of invigorating the 
national image of the NAIA and 
searching for a new president/ 
chief executive officer for the 
NAIA. The national office is in 
Tulsa, a city I had never visited 
before I was first elected to the 
Council of Presidents in 1994. I 
have been there about five times 
at last count, quick business trips 
courtesy of the NAIA.

In the course of the search I 
also visited Georgetown College 
near Lexington, KY. The chair 
of the search committee was the 
president who is succeeding me 
as chair of the Council of 
Presidents, Dr. Bill Crouch.
Under his leadership Georgetown

College has attracted the 
Cincinnati Bengals summer 
training camp. The facilities 
they have constructed and the * 
marketing associated with this 
feat are mind-boggling.

Our search for a new 
President/CEO of the NAIA was 
successful. We selected Steve 
Baker, formerly vice president of 
Major League Baseball 
International. He played minor 
and major league baseball, and 
then earned degrees from the 
University of Denver and an 
MBA from

Northwestern University. He 
understands that the NAIA has 
to market itself in an NCAA 
world. But that’s another story.

Today I want to tell you about 
Bruce Jenner and Judy Martz.
Say what? A flyer in our 
convention packet said in hold 
letters, “What do Bruce Jenner 
and Judy Martz have in common? 
Come to the opening banquet of 
the convention and find out." 
Many Montanaps know the 
answer. Both have been Olympic

athletes. Bruce Jenner is a 
graduate of Grace land College in 
Iowa, an NAIA institution. He 
was the keynote speaker for our 
convention.

Montana’s Lieutenant 
Governor Judy Martz was 
accepting an award on behalf of 
Governor Marc Racicot, who was 
named the NAIA Alumnus of 
the Year. It is a high honor, but 
his schedule did not allow him to 
attend the convention. He sent 
Lt. Gov. Martz in his place. Jeff 
Thompson, Athletic Director of 
Carroll College, was present to 
accept a $2500 scholarship for 
Carroll in honor of the 
Governor’s award. I wish 1 could 
have collected the money, but it 
goes to the alma mater of the 
award recipient.

Governor Racicot would have 
been hard-pressed to make a 
better impression than did our 
Lieutenant Governor to this 
national audience. (Many of you 
in Dillon know that Judy’s 
brother is our own Joe Morstien). 
Steams continued on page8
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