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THE HISTORY OF THE TEACHER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM
Change...on a napkin?
By: Shannon Grossman

The only thing that remains constant is change. Clara Beier and Sandra Oldendorf knew on April 5,1996 it was time 
for change. The Teacher Education Program (TEP) needed revamping. So they did the only thing two people can 

do when it is time for change.. .go to lunch?
That is exactly what they did. Previous to the change the TEP program required a written essay, which was to be 

graded on holistic scoring. The ensuing inter
view was based on what was written in 
theessay. Controversy sprang up over this 
method's validity, the argument being that 
writing is a process and a person's writing 
style cannot be judged on one essay. Linda 
Lucero documented that one of the first ad
missions to TEP required the passing of a 
spelling test.

Sandra and Clara's lunch turned out a 
little better than expected. Creativity started 
flowing and they grabbed the only thing to 
write on in a restaurant, which happened to 
be... a napkin. They then took their ideas to 
the Education Department and batted them 
around, revised a few things and came up 
with what we now call the portfolio. A few 
students experimented with the portfolio, and
when it proved successful it was adapted into the program. Everything else pretty 
much remained the same.

*The TEP includes professional education courses, methods courses and student 
teaching, and culminates in graduation with a degree in elementary or secondary 
education. APPLICATION FOR THE TEP SHOULD OCCUR NO LATER THAN THE 
SECOND SEMESTER OF THE SOPHOMORE YEAR, or at least two semesters prior to 
taking any TEP course. This will ensure receipt of the PPST scores before pre-registra
tion for the courses that have a TEP prerequisite.
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