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The Journey of Eva Mastandrea
By Holly McEwen

I have been attending WMC for 
3 semesters but never met Eva 
Mastandrea. This might be a 
normal phenomenon at some 
schools but this is Western and 
everybody knows everybody. 
With this in mind you have to 
ask yourself where has Eva been 
all this time? That is an excellent 
question. Eva spent last year 
teaching in Japan on a teacher 
exchange program and the first 
half of this year she spent w ith' 
the Semester At Sea program.
As you will see, Eva has seen 
the world while away from  
Western.

About three years ago Eva 
got a phone call from a col
league wanting to know if she 
knew Vietnamese Textile. This 
was something that she knew 
but wanted to know why her 
colleague wanted to know. 
Apparently this Semester at Sea 
program, ran by the University 
of Pittsburgh, was looking for 
art professors to teach fine arts. 
Eva got on the internet and 
researched the program and 
applied. After a couple of years 
when she hadn't heard back 
from the University of Pitts
burgh she had to make a deci
sion about teaching in Japan for

a yeah While in Japan teaching 
she received a call offering her a 
position. And of course the rest 
is history.

A semester on a ship travel
ing from port to port doesn't 
that sound wonderful? Who 
wouldn't want to take a cruise? 
Eva was quick to point out that 
this was no luxury cruise. The 
ship was a teaching vessel that 
was remodeled from 1950's 
military specs. There was no 
professional entertainment on 
board or elegant dinners served. 
Instead there was a food service . 
like you would see at a college. 
There was a laundry service but 
it w asn't free. Don't forget such 
things as rough seas, sea sick
ness, and danger.
When traveling from port to port 
school was in everyday. There 
were no Saturdays or Sundays 
instead school ran on an A day B 
day Schedule. When the vessel • 
pulled into port everyone got off 
the ship and took in the new  
culture. In each port they would 
visit students and faculty from  
the local schools. Usually there 
would be dances, performances, 
and food. Students and staff 
spent 5 days in port doing field 
experiences.
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The Semester at Sea started in 
Vancouver, then to Japan, China, 
Vietnam, Malasia, India, Kenya, 
South Africa, Brazil, Cuba, and 
ended in New Orleans. This was 
not the original route but due to 
an American ship explosion the 
teaching vessel had to make 
some changes to ensure the 
safety of all on board. Eva made 
it clear before that this was not a 
luxury cruise but it also came 
with its fair amount of danger. 
Changes have to be made when 
safety is compromised.
During one stop they got to hear 
Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu 
speak and when they were in 
Cuba, Fidel Castro invited the 
entire ship to the parliament 
house. Mr. Castro answered 
questions for 5 hours and then 
he served everyone dinner. 
While in Shanghi they visited 
the Chinese Museum of Ancient 
Artifacts. Each place the ship 
visited the more culture they
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saw.
This journey included students 
from all over even from schools 
such as Harvard and Yale. 
Required classes included global 
geography, global history, global 
art, and global politics. Along 
with the student population 
there was a senior citizen popu
lation, the seniors acted as surro
gate grandparents to the stu
dents. In total there were 650 
students, 250 crew, 40-50 seniors, 
and 25 faculty members and 
their spouses.
Eva is thankful for the honor 
and privilege of being selected 
to teach on this journey. Eva said 
she would love to do this again. 
Even though it was a lot of hard 
word it was w orth all that she 
learned. She is dedicated to the 
necessity of a global education 
and of course will be incorporat
ing her experiences into the 
classroom.


