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A DREAM SHARED
By: Shannon Grossman

10 girls, 10 diverse backgrounds, 
10 different dreams. 1 game, 1 
ball, 1 team coming together to 
function as a unit, no player more 
important than the other. 
Combining strengths to become 
the best.
Think of it as a car, complete with 
all its parts, from the big 
engine to the smallest bolt. When 
all parts are working correctly 
the car runs smoothly. The car 
cannot run to its potential 
without every part working at its 
best, and no matter how big the 
engine, if the tire is flat the 
engine is worth nothing.
Western Montana College 
women's basketball team showed 
nothing less than this: coming 
together to be one of Western's 
greatest teams in history with 
two back-to-back national 
tournament berths. How did 
these ten diverse girls fuse to 
create this basketball sensation? 
The truth is, basketball is a way 
of life. It is a means of 
survival. It becomes who you are 
and what you do. You know no 
different. You learn to sacrifice so 
many things—yourself, your

body, your selfish desires—for the 
good of the whole. You become a 
part of a unit, a member of a 
team. And as a part of this team 
you experience your highest highs

and your lowest lows, you are 
your best and you are your worst, 
you love and you hate. Your team 
is your family, your practices are 
your sanctuary, your games are 
your test, because basketball is

your passion. It is what gets inside 
of you, it is what lights you up.
You play for more than the wins 
and losses. You play for survival. 
It's about relationships, about

commitment, performance, and 
expectations. It's hard. There is 
nothing easy about the 
commitment. 95 practices, 35 
games. The season starts in 
September and ends in March,

seven months of commitment, to 
something greater than yourself. 
You learn hard work, dedication, 
the agony of defeat, and the 
glory of winning. You learn to 
push yourself when you don't 
think you can go any further. It 
is painful both on the outside 
and on the inside. But holding 
yourself back, not letting an 
experience like this penetrate 
you fully would be shorting 
yourself of one of the greatest 
experiences of your life. You 
have to taste the bitter to know 
the sweet. The Lady Bulldogs 
had their ups and downs this 
year but shared one dream. That 
was to make it back to the 
National Tournament in Jackson, 
Tennessee. They would settle for 
nothing short, and after being 
defeated by Northern Montana 
in the semi-final round of the 
conference tourney, when 
dreams were in peril, they 
received an at-large bid that sent 
them to the national tourney as a 
17th place seed. The Western 
Montana Lady Bulldogs earned 
this bid by the success of their 
season.

IT TAKES THE BEST TO BEAT THE LADY BULLDOGS
By: Shannon Grossman

As luck would have it Western 
Montana College Lady Bulldogs 
would be seeded on the same 
side of the bracket as the eventual 
NAIA National Champions, 
Oklahoma City. But they 
wouldn't face Oklahoma until 
they passed their first test against 
the 16th seed North Georgia, 
Thursday afternoon in Jackson 
Tennessee. North Georgia had 
two All-American players who 
could present a challenge for the 
Lady Bulldogs. So Coach 
Engellant's game plan was to 
pack it inside by playing a zone 
and make them beat Western 
with their outside game. The 
game plan proved successful 
with Western outscoring North 
Georgia 63 to 56. The Bulldogs 
would be led in scoring by Bobbi 
Shur with 18, followed by Karly 
Tait with 15; Misty Covington 
tailed with 12. But there is so 
much more than scoring that 
contributes to a win like this.
Trish Jones hit two key free

throws to break a tie with just 
under two minutes remaining in 
the game. One key difference in 
the game was the Western 
defensive intensity. The stats do 
not reflect what happens on the 
defensive end, but when you are 
out matched with athletic ability 
something has to be steady and 
that was the Western defense. 
They came up with key stops 
when the game was on the line. 
Defense is nothing short of a team 
effort. The next night however, 
Western's defense wouldn't be 
enough to stop the back-to-back 
2000-2001 NAIA National 
Champions. The game plan was to 
jump on them early, but before 
Western knew it they were down 
10-2. "They just had too many 
weapons," commented Coach 
Engellant after Oklahoma State 
defeated Western 85 to 51. 
Oklahoma City had a 43-19 lead 
by half time and the deficit was 
too much to over come in 20 
minutes of the second half.

Especially the way Oklahoma was 
shooting. They shot 9-of-22 three 
pointers compared to 
Western's 5-of-26. "They're the real 
deal," exclaimed Coach 
Engellant. "They are the two time 

* defending champions for a 
reason." It's no shame to lose to a 
team that good. Going to the 
national tournament isn't 
something to be ashamed of either; 
it is something most players only 
dream about. It is worthy noting 
that Western wasn't the only team 
from the Frontier conference at the 
NAIA National Tournament in 
Jackson, Tennessee. Two teams 
from the Frontier Conference 
accompanied Western: Lewis 
Clark State College, who made it to 
the final four, and Northern 
Montana, who won their first 
game and lost their second. It says 
so much for the competitiveness of 
the Frontier Conference and it is 
sure to get even tougher in the 
future. The girls went not only to 
play basketball but also to have

fun. They went to a banquet, 
worked a Special Olympic 
basketball camp, and traveled to 
take in some exciting activities, 
like seeing The Grand Ole Opry 
in Nashville, as well as the sights 
of Memphis, and watching a 
former Dillon standout in the 
NCAA women's basketball 
tourney, Mandi Carver. They 
even attended the men's NCAA 
action in Memphis, Gonzaga vs 
Indiana State, and Fresno State vs 
Michigan State. Over all having a 
great experience.

North Georgia (56) * 
Western Montana (63) 

WMC Scoring-Karly Tait 15,
Bobbi Suhr 18, Misty Covington 
12, Trisha
Jones 8, Alison Burlingame 2, 
Leah Plaggemeyer 0, Julie Sherrill 
2,
Jari Suhr 4, Leslie
Williams4.Halftime-28-27WMC.
Three pointers-NG
33, WMC 42 (Tait 0-3, Covington


