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Call him coach
By Kevin Willis
In a office on the second 

floor, three doors from the end 
on the left side, in the Physical 
Education Complex, on the 
campus of Western Montana 
College, sits a man behind the 
desk with blackish gray hair, a 
face that invites, and a heart 
that cares about the people 
around him. This man has 
traveled abroad, seen new 
adventures, and taken 
coaching challenges with great 
hope of turning a program 
around, while at the same time 
starting awinning tradition. I 
recently had a chance to sit 
down with this man,coach 
Tommy Lee, the new head 
coach of Western Montana 
College's Football 
Program. He gave me an 
opportunity to describe to 
everyone his past, present, 
and what he hopes for in the 
future.

Growing up in Honolulu, 
Hawaii with two younger 
brothers and two loving 
parents, young Tommy Lee 
loved the outdoors and being 
with his family. Attending an 
all boys' catholic high school, 
he showed his ability to be a 
star. Here at the Catholic high 
school, young Lee took to the 
playing field with 
aggressiveness and persistence 
of being number one in the 
summer’s heat on the baseball 
diamond and on the sweet 
smelling fall grass football 
field. Yes, that is right. Our 
coach of the Dawgs was a 
two-sport star. On the 
diamond he held control by 
throwing the fastball, 
while on the football field he 
started every play from 
underneath fhecenter. After 
graduating from high school 
with great hopes and 
uncertain
goals, he headed to the main 
land to lead a new team and 
start his own life.

At Willamette University in 
Salem, Oregon, Mr. Lee found

himself throwing the pigskin 
football. His collegiate career 
went from 1959-1963. He was 
the named Athlete of the year 
in 1962, and an All-American 
quarterback.
Mr. Lee's fondest memories of 
college he says".. .is not the 
wins and losses but the 
comradership [sic], meeting 
new people, and developing 
new friends." He graduated 
with a bachelors degree in 
physical education in 1963 and 
a masters degree in education 
in 1972. His final days of 
playing football were with the 
Ottawa Rough Riders of the 
CFL for one year. Playing 
football gave him a way to 
develop a coaching style.

Taking his first step into a 
journey that would lead him to 
Western Montana College, 
Coach Lee took a job in 

' Portland, Oregon a f Central 
Catholic High School in 1964.
A few years after taking his 

.. first coaching job in Oregon, he 
moved back to Hawaii and 
coached at the same high 
school he graduated from:
Saint Louis High School. There 
he starts to develop the 
offensive and defensive 
strategies that would prove to 
be effective in the college 
levels. Returning back to 
Willamette University, but this 
time he was here to coach. 
From there he went to Portland 
State, University of Montana, 
the World Football League to 
coach the San Antonio team, 
the Canadian Football League 
to coach the Toronto team, and 
finally the University of Utah. 
Developing the ability to 
change the way these teams 
played on the offensive side of 
the ball, coach Lee received the 
Head Coaching position at 
Western Montana College.

With thirty-seven seasons 
under Coach Lee's belt, he 
cannot recall a single season 
that has ever stuck out in his 
mind. Every season has its

own unique feeling that holds a 
challenge of its own. Year after 
year, coach Lee experiences the 
same pleasure b y ".. .seeing 
them perform on a particular 
game day and see the way they 
execute [...] it gives you 
satisfaction in the sense that 
you see all the things you have 
taught all week long or over the 
weeks finally culminate with 
the kind of execution that you 
get on the field." Referring to 
¿hem as his team. I felt a 
passion for success that rests in 
Coach Lee's heart.

Coach Lee's influences on his 
coaching career have come ~ 
from his father, two brothers, 
and both his high school and 
college coaches. His father 
spent countless hours teaching 
himself and both brothers the 
fundamentals of sports and 
life. Both Coach Lee's brothers 
provide support and know 
what he goes through during a 
season because of their 
experiences coaching.

Coach Lee's middle brother 
guides the receivers at the 
University of Hawaii. The 
youngest of the three brothers 
coaches at the same high school 
were Coach Lee took his first 
job and from where he 
graduated from Saint Louis 
High School. The last two 
influences came from direct 
contact his high school and 
college coaches during his 
young and confusing years.

His coaches taught him how 
to deal with life's little 
imperfections.

To develop a team that 
has dignity and respect, Coach 
Lee demands three things out 
of his team members "1.) Hard 
work and effort 2.) Be 
disciplined on and off the field 
and 3.) Be accountable for 
your actions on and off the 
field." Coach Lee creates a 
feeling that all the players and 
individuals
are number one just for being 
apart of his life. His players 
here at Western Montana 
College have a sense that they 
are already leading the 
conference, though a season 
has not yet been experienced 
with his play 
calling.

His parents still live in 
Hawaii. All though he enjoys 
visiting the island, he has no 
desire to live there again. He 
feels it is to crowded for him. 
He hopes to one day settle 
down and not move anymore. 
He feels that Montana is a 
wonderful state and maybe 
one day will make this his 
permanent home, take up fly
fishing and spend his time on 
the golf course. Coach Lee 
would like to be remembered 
as ".. .a good teacher who not 
only

. taught the game of football 
but, the game of life."
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