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Letter To the Editor
An open letter to Western’s 
students:

You probably have not 
heard but tremendous 
changes are occurring at 
Western, many negative, 
which could affect your ability 
to graduate or get a job. This 
is, of course, the funding 
crisis. Montana’s Republican 
legislators are uninterested in 
adequately funding education 
and that will certainly lead to 
increased tuition; how much is 
anyone’s guess.

I am aware of two 
states which have govern
ments dominated by Republi
cans and both are facing a 
sever education funding crisis, 
states where the universities 
are competing with K-12 
[schools] for the same buck. 
One is, you guessed it: Mon
tana. The other is Alabama, a 
backwater state at the very 
bottom of America’s education

“We don’t know precisely 
what is going to happen,” 
Commented Vice Chancellor 
Tom Yahraes, in response to 
what is going to happen with 
the proposed cuts on campus. 
Western Montana College is 
facing major funding cuts in 
its programs, and since 88% of 
funding goes to WMC payroll 
the employees of Western 
would be getting the cuts. At 
this point however, there is 
only speculation on what may 
be facing cuts in  funding, 
because the decisions are 
pending on the budget that 
the legislature decides on. The 
Montana university systems 
are looking at a minimal 
increase; even the proposed 
500 dollar increase per stu
dent, the results would a 
minor difference. All of the 
cuts are being made in educa-

barrel.
Do not waste your time 

getting in touch with your 
Republican Rep. Debby Barrett. 
Last week she had a letter 
printed in the [Dillon] Tribune. 
She did not, of course, propose 
any new ideas or solutions. 
Nope. She took the opportunity 
to attack Democrats (a strange 
but popular hobby in a state 
nearly void of Democrats) for 
wanting to “Sacrifice...programs 
and interests on the altar of 
education.” Clearly Ms. Barrett 
has no interest in saving educa
tion.

But wait; there’s more. 
The leaders of our school de
cided to “consolidate” the 
school’s Education and Business 
programs without talking with 
anyone in the Education depart
ment. As a consequence, many 
good teachers will not be back 
next year. Some will be re
placed, but apparently the

tion because there is not 
enough revenue in Montana 
and are causing a 9% increase 
in tuition per student for the 
next two years, adding up to 
about a 20% increase. Colleges 
have become more privatized 
because public education is no 
longer state supported, but 
state assisted. Students and 
their families bear the burden 
of rising tuition. Amidst all of 
what is happening, “...The 
academic integrity will be 
maintained,” says Yahraes.
Even with the rally for educa
tion in Helena on March 3rd, 
there was little effect for the 
funding of higher education. 
Our student Senate President, 
Kim Dolan, said it best: “It’s 
going to take things like this for 
Montana students and citizens 
to stand up and say that educa
tion is first.”

school is having some trouble 
finding qualified teachers will
ing to work for a Montana wage.

Classes are going to 
disappear. How many? Which 
ones? Who knows? but for a 
school already offering a mini
mum of classes and sections, any 
cuts could leave some students 
unable to take the courses they 
need to graduate.

And that’s not all! Next 
year, the school will be going 
through the accreditation pro
cess. Several teachers have told 
me that the do not believe the 
school will gain reaccreditation 
because of the loss of funding, 
the loss of classes, and the loss of 
teachers that are projected to 
occur. If Western does not 
receive accreditation, any degree 
from the school would be worth
less. And no new students with 
a knowledge of the situation 
would ever dream of coming to

Cuts in Legislature causing Cuts 
on Campus
By Abram Boise

Western.
Why are Montana’s 

Republican “leaders”so hostile 
towards education? How much 
will tuition increase next year? 
How many teachers and classes 
will disappear? Do sports pro
grams have a higher priority at 
Western than academics? Will a 
degree from Western mean 
anything outside of Montana?

If anyone can find an
swers to these questions, let me 
know.

Jon DiPippo 
Dillon

**E ditor’s note:
I hope that you can find 

answers to some of your ques
tions in this issue. Several 
articles are dedicated, to just the 
topics you, and clearly many 
others, are concerned about.
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