
From the
O n Wednesday, April 

11th, hundreds of 
Western's students, 

staff and faculty were joined 
by individuals from the 
Dillon community in attend
ing a rally on campus regard
ing the funding of higher 
education. I want to con
gratulate the Student Senate 
for its leadership in organiz
ing that event. The group in 
attendance was large and 
highly diverse.

Some individuals in the state 
have said that rallies like the 
one held at Western are 
unnecessary. Those indi
viduals appear to believe

In This Issue...
Summer school and fall courses 
being offered................ page 2,3

Chancellor
that Montana's public col
leges and universities are 
being adequately funded. 
From my perspective, how
ever, Western's students and 
Montanans in general need to 
become knowledgeable of 
what is happening in terms of 
budget decisions at the state 
level and the resulting impact 
on programs and services, as 
well as tuition and fee levels.

Over the ten-year period 
from 1992 through 2001, 
increases in state-funded 
support for Western grew by 
$294,896, or 1.7 percent, for 
an.average of $29,490 each 
year. During the same pe
riod, student tuition and fee 
revenues have increased by 
$1,421,361, equivalent to 
131.5 percent.

Clearly there has been a shift
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in the burden of cost over the 
previous decade with the 
student assuming the greater 
share. To one extent or an
other this same situation has 
occurred at each of Montana's 
two and four year public 
colleges and universities. 
Additionally, as budget re
sources have tightened, West
ern and each of the other 
public institutions has had to 
defer expenditures and to 
reduce programs and ser
vices. Between increased cost 
to the student and reductions 
in programs and services, the 
student has been impacted in 
ways that clearly affect the 
access to and the affordability 
of post-secondary educa
tional opportunities in Mon
tana.

Under the current budget 
conditions, tuition at Western 
is likely to increase 9 percent 
per year for each of the next

**Study with a friend. It’s 
amazing how much you 
don’t know when they 
start asking you ques
tions...

**ASK the professor or 
other well-attended stu
dents what the exam will 
cover.

** Study a little bit for each 
of your tests everyday.

**Breathe. Lots. It helps.

two years. At the same time, 
reductions in programs and 
services will still be necessary 
to maintain a balanced oper
ating budget. Information 
regarding this matter has 
been shared with the leader
ship of the student body, the 
faculty and the staff in an 
effort to ensure that the cam
pus community is informed 
about the implications of 
funding decisions at the state 
level.

Again, my thanks to the 
student leadership for its 
effort to inform all students of 
the implications of recent 
state level budget decisions. I 
was delighted by the turnout 
at the rally. An informed 
student body and Montana 
citizenry is an important first 
step in addressing the issues 
of access to public higher 
education and its 
affordability!

**Re-write your notes, or 
create a study guide for 
yourself or others.

**Don’t try to study for 
hours at a time. Our at
tention span is consider
ably less than that (only 
about 20 minutes at a 
time), so there’s no need 
to push it.

**Sound interesting? Check 
out more study and writing 
tips for your upcoming week 
on page 8...

Study, Study, Study..... maybe


