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Western Welcomes New Chancellor Dr. Richard Storey
By Sandy Bradford

Dr. Richard Storey

Dr. Richard D. Storey, University of 
Montana-Westem’s new Chancellor, was 
appointed Chief Executive last May by 
George M. Dennison, University of Mon- 
tana-Missoula President. Dr. Storey is the 
20th Chancellor of Western, replacing 
Stephen Hulbert, who resigned in the spring 
of 2003 to accept a position at Nicholls 
State University.

Dr. Storey comes to UM-Westem from 
Colorado Springs where he served as Dean 
of Faculty and Dean of Colorado College. 
Storey served as acting president of Colo
rado College from August o f2000 to Janu
ary of 2001, and prior to accepting an 
administrative position was Chair of the 
Biology Department and an Associate Pro
fessor of Biology.

“In our collective judgment, Dr. Storey 
comes to Western with the background 
and experience to provide the leadership 
needed at this stage in the development of 
the university,” commented President 
Dennison.

Recently, UM-Westem received signifi
cant recognition by U.S. News and World 
Report ranking first in the Best Public Com
prehensive Colleges-Bachelor’s Division 
in the West region. This rating was re
leased in the magazine’s 2004-2005 edi
tion of "America’s Best Colleges." Dr. 
Storey believes the top ratings were long

overdue. “After all, you don’t want your 
school to be the best kept secret.”

Having 20 years of experience with the 
‘block one’ teaching program at Colorado 
College, Dr. Storey is optimistic about 
UM-Westem’s future. "Experience One 
firmly supports and facilitates experiential 
learning. Our assessment has indicated tak
ing one class at a time gives students re
newed confidence to succeed academically 
and a better chance to graduate from the 
University and achieve career goals..”

Dr. Storey is clear about what his job 
means to him. "This job is about Western. 
It’s about the students. It’s about the fac
ulty. It’s about the staff. It’s about the 
community.” He states, “I want our stu
dents to graduate. I define students’ suc
cess as graduating with a degree in their 
field.. That’s the simplest, most important 
definition of success.”

“I  hope that everyday, in 
every class, students are 
challenged1..."

At the beginning of the fall semester, 
Storey told students they should prepare to 
work harder than they’d ever worked in* 
their lives. “I hope that everyday, in every 
class, students are challenged, stretched 
into thinking, and learning. I always take 
the opportunity to challenge students to 
consider the way they think about things. 
Even the very, brightest in the class needs 
to have some kind of challenge everyday.” 

One of Western’s goals for students is 
to help them learn how to harness ener
gies. Dr. Storey believes that harnessing 
energies is about trying to access the most 
productive ways for everyone to contrib
ute. He asks, “Do we have all the tasks 
that are required to run a university, to 
manage, to lead, and promote? Do we have 
all our strengths maximized? Do we have 
all the right people doing the right things 
with the maximum strength?”

Storey comments on the difficulties con
cerning change. “Traditions are impor
tant, very important. And that’s one of my 
jobs here at Western, to continue to iden

tify and respect those traditions, whatever 
they may be. If there are some that are not 
productive, put them aside, and look at 
them. And the ones that are more produc
tive, harness those energies. Change is 
very, very difficult. But it’s the only thing 
that brings progress.”

Education is Dr. Storey’s passion. 
"Education is the answer to all the prob
lems that face society today. I don't think 
we necessarily have to change people, 
and we certainly have no interest in chal
lenging anybody's religion or their politi
cal field, whatever that may be. But, it is 
our job to present our students with dif
ferent ideas from around the world, and 
then let them intelligently decide for them

selves. One of our professors said that 
‘Western education transforms people’. 
That’s exactly what you want to have hap
pen.”

Dr. Storey will be available during 
open office hours in the Student Union 
Building between 10:00am and 12:30pm 
on the following dates: Oct. 12, 26; Nov. 
9, 30; Dec. 14.

Students are welcome to discuss with 
the Chancellor any concerns they may 
have about UM-Westem and the change 
to the Experience One (X-1) program.

The Wescolite's fearless editor, Scott Calhoun, engages in a battle o f life and death 
with a mechanical bull as a bystander looks on in horror. The bull was sponsored by 
Student Senate as a way to get students excitedfor UM-Western's home rodeo meet this 
past weekend. No animals were harmed in the taking o f this photograph and Scott 
emerged With only minor injuries. Photo by Rebecca Knotts


