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Leave Spongebob alone Letters to the editor

By Scott Calhoun, Editor
What happened to the good old days when children’s 

cartoons were simply that, children’s cartoons? It seems that 
every time I’m on the internet I end up reading about a new 
controversy involving a beloved cartoon character. I under

stand that cartoons have an influence on children so it’s important to 
nonitor what children watch, but I’m tired of different groups finding 
‘hidden” meaning in cartoons that don’t even exist.

The most recent controversy that comes to mind is the one surrounding 
Spongebob Squarepant’s appearance in a video designed to create toler
ance among children sponsored by the nonprofit We Are Family organi
zation. The video is a remake of the 1979 hit song “We Are Family." 
This video is to be distributed to 61,000 schools sometime in March. 
Although there are several highly recognizable children’s cartoon charac
ters making an appearance in this video, Spongebob has been targeted by 
:wo right-wing Christian groups for doing the unthinkable. He is rumored 
to be encouraging the tolerance of...homosexuals. Oh dear!

For starters, I’ve personally seen the video, there is no hidden “gay 
agenda” to be found. The video has different cartoon characters singing 
the song “We Are Family." The message is clear: be tolerant of people 
with different skin colors, religions, physical ability, be tolerant of every
one. I guess since the video is expressing the tolerance of all people, it is 
encouraging the acceptance of homosexuals by default, but other than that 
there is no hidden agenda.

What’s the big deal? Is it such a horrible thing for children to grow up 
being accepting of all other people whether they agree with their choices 
or not? I always thought that America prided itself on being the melting 
pot of different ways of life. I’m not going to attempt to preach for either 
gay rights, or lack thereof, that’s a decision that one has to make for 
themselves. I’m simply stating that it seems that some organizations will 
go out of their way to find controversy just to hear themselves talk.

Children can relate to cartoons. I remember many a Saturday morning 
waking up early to watch some of my favorite programs. I also remember 
inadvertently learning a lot of valuable life lessons from such programs. I 
remember watching a video in grade school called “Cartoon All-Stars” or 
something like that. It was a half hour special that teamed up every 
cartoon character from Garfield to the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. It 
was a video that stressed the importance of staying drug free. It was a 
very important message to send.

This “We Are Family” video is teaching the importance of tolerating 
diversity. This is a lesson, no less important than the issue of drug use, for 
children to learn. I guess what it all boils down to is how someone was to 
interpret the video. As stated earlier I saw the video and saw no hidden 
Agenda involving Spongebob, not only that, but Mr. Squarepants was in 
he video for a little less than three seconds total. The fact of the matter 
s that the video is attempting to teach children the importance of diver
sity, a very important lesson indeed. It just needs to be left alone. 
Information obtained from: http://www.cnn.com/2005/SHOWBIZ/TV/ 
Jl/20/sponge.bob.reut/

Dear U M -W estem  Residents:
The Residence Hall Association is looking for new members for this sem es

ter. It is a great way to get involved, make som e changes, and improve campus 
life and dorm living. Som e projects RHA has worked on in the past include: 
getting new on-campus m ailboxes, installing a fire pit, painting the Davis 
Lounge and purchasing new furniture for the Davis Lounge. Our m eetings w ill 
be every other Tuesday at 6:30pm in the lower library com m ons. If you have 
som e good ideas on how to improve campus life, or just want to get involved, 
stop by and check it out. It looks great on a resume! Our next meeting w ill be 
Tuesday, February 22, 2005. Hope to see you there!

Sincerely,
Annah Dahle, RHA President
M ichelle Smith, RHA V ice President/Secretary

UM-Westem is hiring 4 to 5 team leaders for the 2005 Math/Science Upward 
Bound summer program June 7 -  July 24. Team leaders live in the residence hall and 
have responsibility for student activities. College junior or above preferred. Entry 
salary of $2,150 gross for the 7-week session plus room and board paid (a value of 
$1,000). Visit our web site at http://www.umwestern.edu/msub for full job 
announcement. Send letter of interest, college GPA, current resume, and names, 
current mailing and e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of three references to the 
Director o f M ath/Science Upward Bound, 710 S. Atlantic #41 , D illon , 
MT 59725. Screening begins in February for first-time applicants and will continue 
until filled. UM-Westem is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

The Wescolite is an independent, 
student run new spaper at U M - 
W estem . W e strive to ensure that 
every student's voice is heard on 
campus. With that being said, the 
opinions expressed in these pages 
are not necessarily representative 
o f  the college, the student body or 
The Wescolite.

The Wescolite w elcom es work 
for publication. Submit entries at 
w estem w ire@ um w estem .edu or 
campus mailbox #  57.
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