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English Department Continues Reading Series Equestrian Club Spring Season

By Alison Kreiss
Poet Mitchell Mclnnis 

gave the first reading of 
the spring semester in the 
English departm ent’s 
“Dances with Words” 

series January 27 at The Cup.
Mclnnis read selections from his first 

book of poetry, “The Missing Shade of 
Blue,” published in 2004, and from his 
more recent work.

Mclnnis is a native of Great Falls. 
He graduated with honors in Philoso
phy from Concordia College in Minne
sota, and did graduate work at New 
York University before deciding to de
vote his energy to his poetry. “I had 
already fallen in love with poetry and 
with New York, and needed more time 
to romance both,” Mclnnis said. He 
later returned to Montana and currently 
resides in Bozeman.

Mclnnis spoke of poetry as a dia
logue between poets and the poems 
that have come before them. His piece, 
“Degrees of M isapprehension in 
Philipsburg" takes its title from Rich
ard H ugo’s “Degrees of Gray in 
Philipsburg." Shortly after 9/11, 
Mclnnis heard Robert Creely read his 
poem “Pictures” at New York’s New 
School, which inspired Mclnnis’ “To 
Coney Island or Kings Highway”, com
posed a month after the terrorist attack. 
The poem takes it title from the F-train 
sign on the 4th Avenue platform in 
Brooklyn and echoes the cadences of 
Walt Whitman.

When asked about his writing tech
niques, Mclnnis said he became accus
tomed to using notebooks when train
ing as a journalist. He would some
times sit in Manhattan’s Washington 
Square Park and fill an entire notebook 
with a stream of observations over a 
few hours, those notebooks later serv
ing as reservoirs of images for his po
ems. Mclnnis also said repeatedly read
ing his poems aloud aids him in the 
editing process.

Mclnnis acknowledged his return to 
Montana has altered the tone of his 
poetry. Writers are often warned that 
“nature is a disaster,” rather than an 
inspiration. They get out in nature and

“end up hopelessly inside of themselves 
and can’t come back out,” Mclnnis said, 
paraphrasing poet Charles Simic. His 
poem, “Middle Cottonwood in Win
ter”, set in a canyon in the Bridger 
Range near his home, demonstrates his 
own evasion of that common pitfall.

“The Missing Shade of Blue” is 
available from Xlibris Press. Artist 
Johnathan Twingley provided the strik
ing pen and ink illustrations for the 
collection.

UM-Western English instructor 
Rebecca Knotts is the series’ next 
reader. Knotts is also a Great Falls 
native, and attended UM-Westem as a 
student before transferring to Boise 
State University to earn her bachelor’s 
degree in English. Knotts continued at 
George Mason University, where she 
earned an MFA in creative writing and 
edited the literary journal, “So To 
Speak.”

Knotts said her work is inspired by 
the idea that poetry is more than an 
individual art. She believes it can move 
beyond the personal by bearing wit
ness to the atrocities and hardships of 
the world. “Poetry brave enough to 
recognize other people’s experience can 
ultimately lead to change,” Knotts said. 
She named some of her influences as 
the “poetry of witness” of Carolyn 
Forche, with whom she studied at 
George Mason, and also Bay Area femi
nist poet Judy Grahn.

When giving her students a writing 
assignment, Knotts makes herself do 
the same assignment along side them. 
She asks her students to risk something 
on the page, and wants to show she is 
willing to do the same. Knotts said she 
recognizes her poems more on the page 
than when being read aloud, but is look
ing forward to sharing her work with 
students and colleagues.

Knotts will read February 17 at 7:30 
pm at The Cup.

The series continues March 24 with 
Billings nonfiction writer Sean P. 
O’Grady, and concludes April 7 with 
Vicki Lander of Wyoming reading fic
tion and nonfiction.
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By Brandy Hirschy
UM-Western’s Third

Annual Western Horse 
Show will be held on Feb
ruary 19-20 at the La 

Cense Montana Arena, at 
9:00am. Student athletes from seven 
different colleges will don their rhine
stone encrusted show apparel and cow
boy hats to participate in two days of 
nothing but horses, dust, and ribbons.

The Equestrian Team, started five 
years ago, has picked up momentum in 
the last three years. With the help and 
encouragement of Dr. John 
Xanthopoulos the team has been 
steadily growing in numbers and 
talents. There are currently 20 mem
bers who all show at different levels of 
English and Western Equitation.

The Equestrian Team attends shows 
hosted by colleges around the 
Northwestern Region of the United 
States. There is Utah State University, 
The College of Southern Idaho, UM- 
Missoula, and MSU Bozeman.

There are approximately 22 quali
fying shows this year, fall and spring 
seasons combined. Along with the 
qualifying shows, there are also 
Regionals, Zone and Nationals. In

By Denise McRea
The Rodeo Team is 

sponsoring its annual 
Boxing Smoker, The Dawg 
Fight, on Wednesday, 

March 2, 7:30pm at Straugh Gymnasium 
on the UM-W campus.

Special guests at the Dawg Fight will 
be Shawn Davis, 3 time Saddle Bronc 
Champion of the World, 12 time NFR 
Qualifier, NFR General Manager, and CSI 
Rodeo Coach. UM-W alumnus Flint 
Rasmussen, 7 times Barrelman of the Year, 
6 times Coors Man in the Can, and 7 times 
NFR Barrelman will also be in attendance.

The Dawg Fight started as a Rawhide 
Event. Rawhide is a program started by 
the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Asso
ciation to promote healthy life-styles for 
rodeo athletes. Shawn Davis, College of 
Southern Idaho Rodeo coach, talked UM- 
W Rodeo coach Olie Else into taking over
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these shows, students compete in many 
different levels of riding according to 
their skill as a rider, from Beginner- 
Walk/Trot to Open Reining classes.

The team and its members have all 
been doing very well at the shows they 
have attended so far this year. In Oc
tober, at USU, the team was the Cham
pion High Point Team in one show and 
the Reserve Champion High Point 
Team in another, with individual rid
ers scoring very high. So far this year, 
Erin Mani has qualified for the Re
gional Show in both English and West
ern Equitation and Annie Carson quali
fied in English Equitation.

Being on the team is much like be
ing on any other varsity athletics 
team. The team practices more than 
once a week, often lasting more than 
an hour. They also have meetings, 
fund-raising, travel time and missed 
classes. “It’s been a great experience, 
just being part of the Equestrian 
Team. I’ve refined my riding skills and 
had a good time," team member An
gela Dansie says.

UM-Westem is hosting the Regional 
Horse Show on March 12. The show 
will be at LaCense Montana Arena.

the Dawg Fight and using it as a way to 
condition in the off season.

Ben Collins, UM-W Rodeo team mem
ber, won his bout by unanimous decision 
at the Boxing Smoker held at CSI on 
January 29. Eric Butts, a UM-W Golf 
team member, attended the CSI smoker 
and said, “Shawn Davis puts on a pretty 
good show.” Both boys are expected to 
box in the Dawg Fight. They will be joined 
by other UM-W boxers, Big Sky Region 
cowboys and cowgirls, and boxers from 
CSI.

Tickets range in price from $6 to $12 
and can be purchased by calling 683- 
7305, 683-7539, or 683-2246.

This event is sponsored by the UM-W 
Rodeo Team, Harrington Pepsi, Snake 
River Tire Factory, and Marv’s OK Tire 
Factory.
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UM-W Rodeo to host Annual Boxing Smoker
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