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Dr. Mehrad Kia Lectures on Islamic Culture, History, and Current Events
By Alison Kreiss

Mehrdad Kia, professor 
of history at UM-Missoula, 
presented a dynamic lec
ture on “American Empire 
and the Islamic World” 
March 15. The evening 

was sponsored by UM-Westem’s Build
ing Tolerance club, Student Senate, and 
Honors Program.

Kia was born in Iran, and like many 
Iranians living abroad, refers to himself as 
“Persian” rather than Iranian, “because of 
the warm associations with Persian cats 
and Persian carpets.” Since the 1979 Ira
nian revolution and the U.S. hostage cri
sis, Iranians “feel they have to mask their 
identity,” Kia said.

Kia said he is often invited to speak to 
Missoula schoolchildren. When he asks 
for their general impressions of Islamic 
culture, they typically respond with: 
“deserts," “camels," and “oil." The Ameri
can perception of Middle Easterners is 
“crazy, irrational people who like to bum

American flags and blow things up.” For 
many Westerners, Kia said, the Islamic 
world is “the ultimate Other.”

“Terrorism is not a question of reli
gion,” Kia said. “There is no source of 
anti-Western sentiment in the Koran. Fa
natical and violent movements will resort 
to religious ideology when they can find 
no other source to justify their terrorism.”

Kia offered a lucid historical overview 
of the past 150 years in North Africa, the 
Middle East and Central Asia. He ex
plained how the present instability in th e ' 
region is a direct result of European colo
nialism which created artificial boundaries 
that force disparate cultural groups to co
exist.

Kia said though he supports the U.S. 
war in Iraq “ 100 percent for purely hu
manitarian reasons,” he is only partially 
optimistic about the prospects of the new 
Iraqi government to stabilize the country. 
He predicted the U.S. military presence in 
Iraq will remain for “at least five more

years.” An earlier withdrawal would “risk 
losing credibility in the entire region,” Kia 
said, and would most likely unleash bloody 
revenge among the Kurds, Sunnis, and 
Shiites. Kia suggested the ideal solution 
would be to create three autonomous re
gimes in three federated zones that still 
maintained territorial integrity.

Kia said he is much more optimistic 
about democratic and secular reforms in 
his native Iran. The majority of the popu
lation in Iran is under 30 years old, has no 
memory of pre-revolutionary life under 
the Shah, and has decided that Iran’s 
Islamic theocracy has failed them. “It is 
ripe for change,” said Kia.

Dr. Kia has taught at UM-Missoula 
since 1989, and was honored as Distin
guished Teacher of the Year in 1997 and 
Most Inspiring Teacher of the Year in 
1999. In 2000, Kia was named one of the 
U.S. Professors of the Year by the Carnegie 
Institute. His forthcoming book is titled 
“Iranian Intellectuals in the 19th Century."

Dr. Mehrdad Kia lectured on "Ameri
can Empire and the Islamic World" a 
UM-Western on March 15, 2005.

Rodeo Club's Annual Dawg Fight Boxing Smoker a Hit

UM-W fighter takes a swing at the Dawg Fight Boxing Smoker March 2. Photo by Bob 
Bruha.

nBy Denise McRea
A large, loud, and enthusi

astic crowd gathered in Straugh 
Gymnasium March 2 to cheer 
for their favorite fighters dur
ing the annual Dawg Fight 

Boxing Smoker.
The night’s activities started off as the 

Montana National Guard Youth Challenge 
gave the presentation of the colors, followed 
by UM-W’s Matt Robertson treating the crowd 
to a masterful rendition of “The Star Spangled 
Banner” on the fiddle.

Announcer for the night was UM-W’s 
famous alum Flint Rasmussen. Big Sky 
Yamaha provided motorcycles and drivers to 
bring UM-W alum Shawn Davis, College of 
Southern Idaho’s rodeo coach, and Olie Else, 
“Grand Dame of College Rodeo,” into the ring 
in style. The Polynesian Club fired up the crowd 
with their Fire Dance, and gave a whole new 
meaning to ‘flame thrower’.

The ring girls for the night, Dara McKeown, 
Whitney Wines, and Megan Lunak added glam
our to the match in fancy fringed rodeo chaps.

Flint Rasmussen introduced ringside celeb
rities Benny Reynolds, 1961 World’s All-

Around Champion Cowboy and former boxer 
and UM-W alum Jessie Peterson, and then the 
boxing began.

In bout one, UM-W’s Nick Floersch war 
facing CSI’s Kyle Hodge. Floersch knocked hi; 
opponent down in the first round, and demon 
strated good bob-and-weave avoidance o' 
Hodge’s punches, but in the end, by split deci 
sion, CSI’s Hodge was declared the winner.

Bout two pitted UW-W’s Cooper Muraok; 
against CSI’s Brody Erickson. Muraoka wen 
on the attack early, flying out of his comer fas 
and furious, and light on his feet. In round two 
he knocked his opponent to the ropes. Both boy; 
fought hard, and the winner by unanimous deci 
sion at the end of round three was Cooper 
Muraoka .

Bout three had CSI’s Richard Hodge paire< 
off with Billy Painter of Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. Painter was knocked to his knees, thei 
got up, only to be downed again by Hodge. Thi 
official stopped the bout in the first round, am1 
the victory went to Hodge.
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