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Education Students Learn Literacy Skills from Kansas Third Grade Pen-Pals

By Denise McRea
Dr. Rita Moore’s ED 

270 Literacy and Language 
and ED 381 Introduction 
to Literacy and Assess

ment students have been writing to two 
third grade classes in Kansas. One is 
Scott Ritter’s class at Scott Technology 
Elementary Magnet School; the other is 
Vicki Seeger’s class at Seaman Elemen
tary School.

UM-W students who have been pen 
pals to these children will have the op
portunity to meet Vicki Seeger, Miliken 
Award winning, nationally board certi
fied teacher, when she visits the LJM-W 
campus during the week of March 21. 
Scott Ritter visited UM-W education 
classes last spring and Ms. Seeger paid a 
visit last fall to share literacy teaching 
strategies and methods with Dr. Moore’s 
students.

Education students who have pen-pals 
are learning how to become better teach
ers of reading and writing skills. During

the time the UM-W students and the 
third graders from Kansas have been pen
pals, they have been reading the same 
books in order to exchange ideas about 
them. The pen-pals have also exchanged 
letters, illustrations for the shared books, 
and creative writing assignments.

According to Dr. Moore, “The third 
graders share ideas with the preservice 
teachers about how to be effective teach
ers of reading and writing. The teachers 
are also learning how to communicate 
with children as teachers and as literacy 
models.”

Third graders also serve as critics, 
helping preservice teachers polish their 
communication skills and clarity in writ
ing. The program has helped children 
learn more about geography and writ
ing, and has helped UM-W education 
students gain a better perception of teach-, 
ing in different settings. It has also given 
the preservice teachers writing samples 
from children of different geographic

Curious Minds Plans Kids' Festival
By Alison Kreiss

UM -W estern’s Curi
ous Minds is sponsoring 
“W eek o f the Young 
Child” April 2-9, a com
munity-wide celebration 

to focus attention on early childhood 
as a foundation for success in school 
and life.

The “Week of the Young Child” is a 
national public awareness campaign 
sponsored by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). This y ea r’s them e is 
“Children’s Opportunities— Our Re
sponsibilities." The campaign high
lights the needs of young children and 
their families and the early childhood 
programs and services that meet those 
needs. “It is a time to plan how we—  - 
as citizens of a community, of a state, 
and of a nation— will better meet the 
needs of all young children and their 
families,” said Debbie Hansen, Curi
ous Minds director.

The week culminates with a family 
parade and festiytal at' Jaycee; park om , 
Saturday, April 9. The parade will

,, - begin at the ALCO parking lot at 
12:30pm, following Idaho Street to the 
park. UM-Westem faculty, staff and 
students from the early childhood edu
cation program will have activity 
booths set up to showcase their areas 
of expertise. Festival activities planned 
include music, story telling, puppets, 
sensory activities, face painting, and 
an ice cream social. Cadets from the 
Montana Youth Challenge program 
will also assist with activities.

Hansen encourages any UM-West- 
em students who have an expertise they 
wish to share with the Dillon commu
nity during the festival to contact her 
at 683-7320.
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areas and dialects to work with.
The pen-pals have also 

exchanged ideas on each others’ 
backgrounds, hobbies, and heroes. 
Having a third grade pen-pal pro
vides valuable insight into the real 
lives of children. It is a practical, 
hands-on way to learn teaching 
skills, as well as what children have 
on their minds. Topics range from 
“What did you think of the book?” 
to “What color of nail polish do 
you like?”, and other real life con
cerns. This is the third year of an 
ongoing pen-pal project with Dr. 
Moore’s education students. Both 
Ms. Seeger and Mr. Scott were stu
dents of Dr. Moore’s, when she 
taught at Washburn University in 
Topeka, Kansas. Dr. Moore will be 
going to Kansas in May to work with 
Seeger and Ritter and their students as 
they complete the research associated 
with this project.

Vicki Seeger, Miliken Award winning, na
tionally board certified teacher to visit 
UM-W campus the week.of March 21.
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