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Speaker Educates UM-Western on Rape Prevention as Part of "Love Without Fear" Week
By Alison Kreiss

As part of UM- 
Westem’s “Love With
out Fear” week, Kelly 
Parsley of Helena spoke 
on rape and rape preven

tion April 12. Parsley is the Director 
of the Sexual Assault Recovery Center 
at Carroll, is education coordinator for 
the Helena Friendship Center, and 
speaks nationally on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention.

Parsley addressed definitions of rape, 
including how sexual assault is out
lined in Montana law, and answered 
questions about common myths and 
perceptions of rape submitted by the 
audience. Parsley emphasized the im
portance of consent: “It’s not like a 
driver’s license that’s good for seven 
years. You have to renew it each time 
you have sex.” She also pointed out 
that by Montana law, anyone who is 
intoxicated is not able to give consent.

One audience-submitted question

was: “Why is the law set up to 
protect women?” Parsley an
swered that the law is worded in 
gender neutral language, but em
phasized that 94-97 percent of 
victims of sexual assault are 
women, while 95-99.3 percent of 
perpetrators are men. Parsley 
added: “Men should be more fed 
up. They’re the ones getting a 
bad name.”

Responding to the question 
“Why do girls cry rape to get 
guys in trouble?" Parsley de
scribed in detail the process of 
collecting rape kit evidence at a 
hospital and asked the audience 
if they thought anyone would sub
mit to that kind of humiliation 
just for revenge. Parsley noted 
only 2-8 percent of rapes are 
falsely reported, according to FBI 
statistics.

Parsley said the decision to have
"Love Without Fear" week featured participation in the National Clothesline Project 
offering victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and anyone wanting to make a 
statement a chance to express their feelings on a t-shirt. The shirts will he displayed 
around campus through April 22. Photo by Rebecca Knotts.

A UM-Western student decorates a t-shirt during the "Love Without Fear" awareness 
campaign. Photo by Rebecca Knotts.

sex is life-altering, on par with the 
decision of where to go to college, 
what career to pursue, or the experi
ence of taking a critical exam: “It is a 
decision you would not and should not 
make at 2am with seven beers in your 
body.”

Parsley said she doesn't want stu
dents to look at the statistics and be 
overcome with fear: “I want you to 
trust the world, but balance that with
safety.”

In his introduction to Kelly’s talk, 
Dean of Students Eric Murray re
marked on the relevance of her subject 
since three sexual assaults have been 
reported on campus this year alone. 
He praised the organizers of “Love 
Without Fear” week for raising cam
pus awareness and opening dialogue

on issues of sexuality. Chancellor Ri
chard Storey also spoke briefly, and 
challenged the Student Senate to imple
ment a campus escort service where 
trained student volunteers would be 
available to accompany students across 
campus at night to improve campus 
safety.

“Love Without Fear” events were 
coordinated by students in English 362. 
Student Life, Campus Counseling, 
VISTA volunteer Holly Williams,, Stu
dent Senate, and The Women’s Re
source Center. The campaign featured 
participation in the National Clothes
line Project, the White Ribbon Cam
paign, films "The Vagina Monologues," 
and "Tough Guise," and speakers Pars
ley, Deb Hursh, and Equine Assisted 
Psychotherapist Francis Honsharuk.


