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Well, fellow techno

types, spring has sprung 
and it’s time to start 
thinking about summer

time. For students, it’s time to pack up 
all the belongings and head for home, 
assuming Dillon is not home. Faculty 
will wrap things up for the year and start 
planning for the fall classes, hopefully 
with some vacation time in between. 
We’ve been hip deep in classes, research, 
and leisure activities all year, and now 
it’s time to do spring cleaning.

First, gather all your information to
gether. Floppy disks, CDs, USB thumb 
drives, etc. and organize the informa
tion. If you’re like me, you have infor
mation floating around everywhere. Put

all the info from a single class into a 
single folder somewhere and bum a 
CD or two with that info. Remember 
to clean out your Z drive as well. La
bel the CD so you know what class is 
on that disk.

Once the info is organized, you will 
now be able to find it if it’s necessary 
again. And if you’re like me, it’s the 
unorganized info that you’ll need again.

If you own your own computer, 
whether it be a desktop or a laptop, it’s 
time for some maintenance. Make sure 
that you’re all caught up with any nec
essary software updates. Check Win
dows Update, and any antivirus, 
internet security, or Antispyware pro
grams also. Don’t forget to check all

of your applications and Microsoft Of
fice also, if you have it. There are 
usually updates available.

Next, organize the files on your hard 
disk. Do this in addition to the class 
organization I mentioned above. Look 
inside your documents folder and see 
if it all makes sense. Dive into the 
interior folders and organize those too. 
Again, files are easier to find without a 
lot of frustration if you are organized.

Backup your My Documents folder. 
Even if it takes several CDs, it will be 
worth it to have some peace of mind, 
knowing that if the hard drive goes 
south, your data won’t. Software pro
grams are replaceable, but data is often 
not.

As users create and erase files from 
their hard disks, fragmentation takes 
place. Fragmentation is when a single 
file is stored in several physical loca
tions on the disk. Over time, hundreds 
and even thousands of files become 
fragmented. This is not a major prob
lem, but it does slow down the com
puter. Then, Windows users, go to the 
control panel and look for the Disk 
Defragmenter. Do this while you aren’t 
using the machine because it can take 
several hours. If you haven’t 
defragmented in a while, it could make 
a noticeable difference.

Clean your box, keyboard, and 
monitor screen. Do not use any chemi
cals that are not recommended for your 
screen. LCD flat-panels need special 
care. Go to a store that sells cleaning 
kits and pick one up. Buy a can of 
compressed air and blow the grit and 
potato chips out of your keyboard as 
well. Turn it upside down and let the

Desktop owners, take a few minutes 
and open up the box on your com
puter. It probably takes removal of 
two to four screws at most. Blow the 
dust bunnies out of your machine. 
Once the loose bunnies are out, clean 
the fan filters. No need to do anything 
else unless you want to upgrade your 
RAM or hard drive.

For your summer reading pleasure, 
I recommend two books by Kevin 
Mitnick, The Art o f Deception and The 
Art o f Intrusion. Kevin Mitnick is fa
mous (or infamous) for doing jail time 
after breaking into various corporate 
networks and doing other bad things 
with his computer. He is now reformed 
and works as an expert in computer 
security. Readers of these books will 
be surprised how computer hackers 
gain access to computer networks.

I’ve had a great time sharing my 
technological expertise with you this 
year. I thank each and every one of 
you who have complimented the ar
ticles in person or through eMail. 
Hopefully, I can continue keeping you 
up to date on the wonderful world of 
technology.

What do you want to know about 
computers, the Internet, gadgets, the 
future, anything in the wonderful world 
of technology? As a special incentive, 
the first 25 eMail questions will get an 
invitation to Gmail, Google’s free 
eMail account with TWO 
GIGABYTES of mail storage!

For an interactive version of this 
article and even more technology in
form ation, go to my website 
www.communicatingtech.com. eMail 
me at umwtechtips@mac.com for ques-
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