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Lady Bulldogs End Season After Playing in NAIA National Tournament Sixth Year in a Row

By Leann Vetere
With a record of 25-8, 

the Lady Bulldogs success
fully concluded their 2004- 
2005 season with a second 

place finish at the Frontier Conference 
tournament in Butte and a trip to the 
NAIA Division I National basketball 
tournament held in Jackson, Tennes
see.

“It was another successful season, 
with 25 wins and making it back to the 
National tournament for the sixth con
secutive year. We had a lot of good 
wins along the way,” comments Coach 
Kevin Engellant.

During the week of March 2-5 in 
Butte, the Lady Bulldogs placed sec
ond in the Frontier Conference tourna
ment, defeating Montana Tech in the 
first round 71-59 and Lewis-Clark 72- 
58 in the semifinals, and then losing 
73-72 to Carroll in the championship 
game.

“Obviously, we would have liked to 
have won the regular season confer

ence and the tournament, but we came 
up a little bit short. Carroll had an
other tremendous season, and we had 
a big win, beating them on their home 
court, but we just came up a little 
short at a great championship game,” 
adds Coach Engellant.

On Thursday, March 17, the #5 seed 
Lady Bulldogs played the #4 seed 
Oklahoma Christian in the first round 
of the National tournament and lost 
75-62. “We go back to Nationals, 
knowing when we go back there we 
will be playing good teams and that 
we have to play well. We just didn’t 
play our best,” com m ents Coach 
Engellant. “But all in all, it was good 
season. We had lots of individuals 
who stepped up and really contrib
uted.”

Not only are the women successful 
on the basketball court, but they flour
ish in the classroom as well. Lady 
Bulldogs earning awards are: Senior 
Jill Feller, Academic All-Conference

and Academic All-American; Senior 
Hillary Taylor, Academic All-Confer
ence; Senior Alyssa Matter, Academic 
All-Conference and Academic All- 
American; Junior Lindsey Scott, Aca
demic All-Conference; Sophomore 
Katherine Sunwall, Academic All- 
Conference and Academic All-Ameri
can; Sophomore Billi Suhr, Academic 
All-Conference and Academic All- 
American, and Sophomore Megan 
Schmitz, Academic All-Conference 
and Academic All-American. In ad
dition, Feller and Sunwall were first 
team All-Conference selections and 
Taylor and Schmitz earned Honorable 
Mention All-Conference.

Feller and Sunwall also set school 
records. Feller set the single game 
rebound record  at 21 rebounds. 
Sunwall broke the field goal percent
age record, hitting 10 for 10 field goals 
in a game. In addition, Feller and 
Sunwall have national rankings in the 
NAIA Division I Conference. Feller

UM-Western Men/Women's Teams Tee Off Spring Golf Season
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women’s teams. Practice 
has started, and depending on the 
weather, the Bulldog golfers will be 
practicing daily at the Beaverhead Golf 
Course. There are no official team 
practices, so the members of the team 
golf on their own time with the help of 
Coach Mark Durham and Assistant 
Coach and golf pro Mike Crosser.

“We get out there as much as we 
can. The weather is definitely a big
ger disadvantage for the M ontana 
schools in the spring because Idaho 
and Salt Lake have better weather than 
we do. W e’re at the mercy of Mother 
Nature. Sometimes we just get to play 
a couple rounds before playing in the 
first tournament, which is hard after 
not swinging a club for four or five 
months. But, we do the best we can,” 
says Coach Durham.

The women’s team consists of five

golfers. Freshman Ashley Meine 
from Dillon and junior Katie Wilson 
from Choteau are the top two return
ing from the fall for the women’s 
team. Completing the team are se
nior Katie Blades from Dillon, sopho
more Allie Bethel from Hamilton, and 
freshman Lisa Minnehan from Ana
conda.

“The women are battling for third 
place. Lewis-Clark and Rocky are 
really good. I think if we play steady, 
we should end up third,” comments 
Coach Durham.

The m en’s team consists of eight 
golfers. The top four are freshmen 
D anny O berw eise r and T y ler 
M cCabe, both from Deer Lodge, 
sophomore Eric Reiner from Supe
rior, and junior Josh Schad from 
Libby. Rounding out the team are 
sophomore Dan Hazlett from Supe
rior, juniors Joseph Kuchera and Seth 
Kuhl from Superior, and junior Erik 
Butts from Hamilton.

“The guys are battling for the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth spots. Rocky, 
Lewis-Clark, Westminster, and the 
Tech men are all good,” notes Coach 
Durham.

“I ’m excited for the tournaments to 
start,” adds Erik Butts.

The men and women travel to tour
naments together and endure a hefty 
golfing schedule. There is a practice 
round on Sunday of 18 holes, and 
then 36 holes on Monday, and 18 holes 
on Tuesday. “It’s quite a bit of golf, 
and we always pray for warm weather. 
In golf, when we tee off at eight in the 
morning, it’s 30 degrees, and by early 
afternoon it’s nice. However, by the 
time we’re done, it’s back to 30 de
grees. It’s a tough sport. It’s hard to 
hit the ball when it’s 30 degrees out in 
the cold,” remarks Coach Durham.

There are three tournaments sched
uled for the spring. The Bulldog golf 
team will be traveling to Lewiston, 
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is sixth in field goal percentage, sixth 
in defensive rebounds, tenth in block
ing, and tied for eleventh place in 
double doubles (games with double 
d igits in scoring and rebounds). 
Sunwall is second in field goal per
centage, fourth in offensive rebounds, 
fourth in blocks, fifth in total rebounds, 
tied for seventh in double doubles, and 
ninth in defensive rebounds.

At the end of a triumphant season, 
the Lady Bulldogs say goodbye to se
niors Feller, Taylor, and Matter. Re
turning for the women will be Scott, 
Sunw all, Schm itz, Suhr, ju n io r 
Michelle Sullivan, and freshman Laura 
Shea. In addition, Coach Engellant 
has signed Sarah Stubbs, from Great 
Falls High, to play guard for next sea
son.

“These girls are a great bunch to 
coach, and our seniors will be missed. 
They provided a tremendous amount 
of leadership both on and off the court,” 
says Coach Engellant.

April 11 -12, to Salt Lake City on April 
18-19 for the Westminster Tourna
ment, and to Moscow, ID, on April 
25-26 for the Regional Tournament.

“W e’re excited to get golf going,” 
adds Coach Durham. “It’s more fun 
if the weather is good. We need the 
moisture, but hopefully it will warm 
up, and we’ll get good weather for the 
tournaments.”
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