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A Lesson in Investigative Journalism: The Livetext Saga
By Scott Calhoun, Editor

As the editor of the Wescolite i t’s pften my job to provide what is known as “the 
lighter side” of journalism, Every issue I come up with a topic that I find funny, or 
something that I feel needs to be made fun of for the benefit of you, the reader. While 
trying to be funny, it’s also my job to attempt to inform the general public of an issue 
that may or may not be pertinent to them. For this issue I thought it would be fun to 
lay out, step by step, how I go about writing an editorial.

First, in order to write an editorial I need to find a topic that seems worthy of my 
time. About a month ago I noticed flyers all around campus that said “Education 
majors, if you are not student teaching in the Spring of 06’ you must purchase a copy 
of Livetext.” Seeing as how I had no idea what Livetext was I figured I’d go to the 
bookstore and find out what exactly this product that all education majors had to buy 
was.

I asked an employee of the bookstore what this program was. I don’t remember 
what the exact words of the employee were, however, my understanding was that I 
paid $86 to purchase a password to access a program on the internet that was nothing 
more than a glorified Web CT. (I’m assuming everyone knows what Web CT is so no 
further explanation will be given.)

It seemed that the school had found another way of squeezing blood from the 
proverbial stone of my bank account in the form of $86 spent on Livetext. This was 
an outrage. I had found the topic for my next editorial. However, this is where the 
second lesson of investigative journalism, or editorial writing comes into play. I 
couldn’t exactly go writing an editorial about Livetext without having more informa
tion. Sure a large portion of the content of an editorial is opinion, but it would be nice 
to have some facts to back up whatever statements I make in the editorial that I am 
now writing.

If you know nothing about a topic, the best way to get information is to talk to 
someone that knows more than you. I actually spoke with several students that had 
purchased a copy of Livetext and asked them what they thought of the program. It 
appeared that they shared the same opinion that I had. They felt that it was just 
another way for the school to make a quick $86.

I had the facts to back up my editorial, however I only had the facts supporting one 
side of the Livetext argument. Of course students would be upset at having to pay $86 
so they are going to give a biased opinion. The third lesson in investigative journalism 
is to make sure to cover both sides of the issue. Ip order to do that I would have to take 
my investigation all the way to the top, that day I scheduled an interview with Dr. Rita 
Moore, the woman that played a large part in the decision for the school to use 
Livetext.

Again, it needs to be noted that it is important to remain unbiased when covering 
such an issue. I’ll be honest it was my original intention to interview Dr. Moore, be 
real nice during said interview and then write an editorial full of misquotes and 
misrepresentations of what she actually said so as to make Livetext to appear to be 
unnecessary.

That was my original intention, I’ll be honest. I failed as a journalist in that regard, 
however, during the interview I realized that my opinion about Livetext was formed 
through ignorance and misunderstanding. I interviewed Dr. Rita Moore on Thursday 
September 22, and some say that my heart grew three sizes that day. I learned the ins 
and outs of Livetext and I realized that as Dr. Moore so eloquently put, “Livetext was 
done for the students not to the students.” After listening to her explain how Livetext 
operated I began to clearly see the benefits that this program offered me as a student.

This program is nothing like a glorified Web CT. In fact this program is better. 
Through Livetext I am able to create an online portfolio. I can post lesson plans 
online. I can communicate with fellow students about my lesson plans. If I were in 
a group in one of my classes we could actually each do our individual work on 
Livetext and then combine our efforts instead of trying to find a time that actually 
worked for all of us to meet in the library.

The school put a lot of thought into using this program. It wasn’t just installed on 
a whim. There have been several training sessions offered to make sure students are 
able to navigate the program, and there will undoubtedly be more sessions in the

future. What I gathered from my interview with Dr. Moore is that the professors on 
campus are all looking forward to the use of the program, as are students that she’s had 
use in the first block.

There you have it—a lesson in editorial writing, I hope by reading this you’ve 
learned a valuable lesson about how I write editorials for the Wescolite. Not only that, 
but I hope you’ve learned something about Livetext. It’s a valuable tool for all 
education majors, the benefits may not seem clear at this point in time, but they are 
there. People fear change, that’s what Livetext is.
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