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Addicted to Technology: PC's, Podcasts, & Other Must Have Gadgets

By Mark Rogstad
With block courses fully in play now, 

students are spending many hours work
ing on their classes in one of the five 
computer labs we have on campus. As 
nice as those labs are, they are not the 
place most people want to spend a long 
time. Those with their own computer at 
home are much more comfy having cable 
TV and the refrigerator close by.

Those of you wanting a personal com
puter may feel that you have to be rich to 
get one, but that’s not true anymore. The 
major resellers are offering great deals for 
PCs at $500 or less. A notebook of simi
lar quality will cost more, but $ 1,000 will 
get a very capable system. If paying for it 
is a challenge, check with the financial aid 
folks to see how much you can qualify for 
to add to your student loan.

Some on campus who worship 
Microsoft might take issue, but users do 
have a choice between Windows and 
Macintosh systems. Yes, you can use a 
Mac successfully and still use the Win
dows machines here on campus. Yes, you 
can create and edit Word documents on 
both platforms and move the files without 
hassle. I do it all the time. Office, 
Photoshop, and thousands of other titles 
are also available for the Mac, no matter 
what the naysayers claim.

If you choose to own a Windows ma
chine, you automatically volunteer to be a 
computer security officer. Windows is so 
inherently insecure and is under constant 
attack from hackers worldwide. The 
MacOS, however, is much more secure 
and, because of its lesser popularity, is not

a target as is Windows.
What is your favorite Podcast?

Podcasting is the hottest thing to hit the 
Internet, in the past six months. 
Podcasting gets its name from the ven
erable iPod and often is regular users 
creating their own radio (and now video) 
shows for the internet. All that’s needed 
is a PC, a headset and some free soft
ware to make a good quality show. My 
favorites are TWiT (This Week in Tech
nology) with my old friends from 
TechTV, the Daily Source Code with 
Adam Curry, the old MTV VeeJay, and 
the Hit Test with Jan Polet, a Dutch guy 
who quizzes listeners on old rock music 
tunes.

Podcasting is red-hot these days with 
nearly every talk radio show producing 
a podcast. NPR also has numerous 
podcasts, and even the TV networks are 
creating them as well. There is some
thing for everyone in the podcast world. 
And anyone who isn’t satisfied is in
vited to create one that does!

It’s not necessary to have an actual 
iPod to hear Podcasts, no matter what 
Apple would like to have you think. 
All a user needs is a computer and/or 
any portable music player.

Gadget Summer. To support my 
addiction to technology, I picked up 
several devices this summer, a couple 
of which might be of interest. To keep 
up with my talk radio shows, I got a 
RadioYourWay LX. About the same 
size and shape as an iPod, the Radio 
Your Way is like a TiVo for radio. The
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shows are recorded either to the 128 
Meg internal memory or to the external 
512 Meg SD card I bought. I can pro
gram the RYW to come on at the ap
pointed time and record from either AM, 
FM, a line input, internal or external 
microphone. I can then listen later just 
as I would listen to an iPod. What a 
great tool to keep up with what’s going 
on!

My cellphone was getting old, so I 
replaced it with a Palm Treo 650 
smartphone, which combines a Palm 
handheld computer with a cellular tele
phone. It has a nice color screen and a 
tiny keyboard that surprisingly, I can 
use pretty well. I can eMail, surf the 
web, and take pictures. When the phone 
rings, I have the caller’s picture show

on the screen. The neatest thing about 
my Treo is that I can use my massive 
contacts book to dial numbers directly 
without having to use the keypad.

And one last thing...Those of you 
who really care about the planet and 
global warming should go to http:// 
www.worldjumpday.org/

Please send questions to 
umw@techittothelimit.com about any
thing technical or technology related. I 
cover both the small issues and the big 
picture! I would like to include them in 
future issues.

For an interactive version of this ar
ticle, plus more tips and articles go to 
techittothelimit.com
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