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Regent's New Grade Policy "On the Rocks" Series
By Kathy Reever

On May 20, 2005, the Montana 
Board of Regents of Higher Education 
approved a policy that requires all in
coming students in the Montana Uni
versity System to have a “C-“ or better 
in classes that are used to satisfy gen
eral education or prerequisites in a 
major, minor or certificate program.

Policy 301.5.3 is a four-part policy 
that will affect all incoming students 
in the Montana University System and 
the three community colleges. In ad
dition to requiring a “C-“ grade or bet
ter to satisfy general education or pre
requisite courses, students must achieve 
a “D-“ or better to satisfy free or elec
tive credits in associate and baccalau
reate programs.

Incoming freshman, transfer stu
dents new to the Montana University 
System, and former MT University 
System students who have been read
mitted Fall 2005 are subject to the Re

gents minimum grade policy. Students 
enrolled prior to Fall 2005 are not sub
ject to the new minimum grade policy.

The policy allows for individual 
programs to establish higher-grade stan
dards satisfy the requirements of pro
grams. Students are to be notified of 
these requirements, but they can obtain 
this information through the Office of 
the Commissioner of Higher Education.

All of the schools effected by this 
new policy are to adopt a plus and mi
nus grading system in addition to the 
current letter grade. The grade point 
average will continue to be calculated 
as it has been in the past. A grade point 
average of 2.00 is still required to meet 
the standards of the Montana Univer-

I

sity System.
For additional information students 

can view the policy at: http:// 
www.montana.edu/wochelp/borpol/ 
bor300/30 l-5-3.htm
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By Kathy Reever
Since the mid-1990’s, the Depart

ment of Environmental Sciences has 
offered students the unique opportu
nity to hear applied scientists share how 
math and science can be used for 
career opportunities in a guest speaker 
series titled “On the Rocks.”

Robert C. Thomas, Ph.D., Professor 
of Geology at UM-Western shared, 
“The purpose of the speakers series was 
to bring in speakers to talk in 
understandable language about the 
applications of science and math so that 
students could interact with science/ 
math professionals and see the career 
possibilities that come with a degree in 
Environmental Science.”

The speakers represent a broad spec
trum of career paths. This allows the 
students the opportunity to make con
tacts with a variety of professionals that 
could open up internship and job possi
bilities and also show students career

opportunities they may not have con
sidered.

According to Thomas, “Science 
and math speaker series at larger cam
puses (like Bozeman and Missoula) 
typically focus on presentation of 
research science done by professors 
and have little job or internship ben
efits for students. This speaker series 
is unique in its student-centered 
approach, in my experience.”

Dr. Mick Stickney of the Montana 
Bureau of Mines and Geology pre
sented “Earthquakes” a lecture on the 
recent earthquake activity in the local 
and regional areas on Monday, Sep
tember 19.

The Fall 2005 speaker schedule has 
not been finalized at this time. Con
tact Dr. Michael Morrow at 683-7254 
for more information. The presenta
tions are offered free of charge on the 
campus of UM-Westem.

Changes at Campus Bookstore
By Dani Arps

The UM-Westem Campus Book
store looks a little different this year— 
not just the items inside, but the new 
manager as well. Kathey Rebish-Hupp, 
a Dillon native, joined the bookstore 
staff as manager. Karyle Contway, the 
previous manager of the bookstore, rei 
tired last year.

Kathey was the assistant manager of 
Patagonia for 12 years. She went to 
school at UM-Westem and later gradu
ated from UM- Missoula. She was also 
a “ski bum” for a season in Whitefish. 
Her husband, Bob, owns a photogra
phy business. The two of them also 
own and operate 7 Peaks Internet Ser
vice. They have two sons: Gabe, seven.
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who is a great fisherman; and Michael, 
two, who is a horseman.

The job is not quite what she ex
pected. She stated, “it is very interest
ing. It is also challenging learning the 
software and textbook buy/sell pro
cess.” Kathey enjoys working in the 
bookstore because of all the different 
types of people, personalities and sto
ries they tell.

There are many new plans for the 
bookstore this year. At the end of Oc
tober, the bookstore intends to have a 
teachers’ resource area that will offer 
materials such as bulletin boards, back
grounds, charts, calendars, games for 
the classroom.

In addition, a book buyback will 
take place the last day of every block. 
There will be mini-sales throughout 
the year.

Kathey wants everyone to know, 
“the bookstore would love to help with 
fundraisers in the community or on 
campus. New ideas are welcome, so 
stop by and check it out!”
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