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Americans today are looking for 

love and 1 in 5 are going online to 
find it. While dating online seems 
embarrassing, weird and downright 
scary, it can be a lot of fun and a great 
way to meet people if you know how 
to protect yourself.

I started dating online because I 
work full time, attend classes at 
UM-Western, have a foster son, 
animals and a five-acre property to 
care for. Social time is limited. I 
found online dating to be a great way 
to meet people. Many of the men and 
women I interviewed agreed.

Online dating allows you the 
opportunity to explore who you are, 
what you are looking for and how you 
are going to find it. Once you start 
meeting people, you have the 
opportunity to do vast amounts of 
research before you meet the person 
face to face.

The first step in online dating is to 
decide: What are you really looking 
for? Do you want to find some new 
friends, have a casual relationship or 
find a lasting love? What characteris
tics are you looking for in a partner? 
Do religion, politics, pets, or ethnicity 
matter? How much money are you 
willing to invest on the search for 
love? Write down your answers and 
be honest with yourself.

With your list in hand it is time to 
choose an online service. There are 
online dating services for all nation
alities, sexual preferences, religions, 
and even for people with pets. Key
words in search engines will locate 
these options.

If you are looking for a lasting 
relationship use sites that offer 
profiling. A profile is a short 
“resume” created to share with the

and goals. Each time a match is found 
you are given a brief profile about the 
potential match and then you decide if 
you want to open communication. A 
UM-W student said in her interview, 
“E-harmony was definitely the best site 
as far as making me feel like a person 
rather than a desperate female.”

In addition to posting your profile, 
you also have the option to post your 
photograph. This option can be a 
double-edged sword. People may or 
may not contact you based on how you 
look. Some people will ignore your 
profile because you don’t post a photo. 
“Tom” shared that one of the biggest 
disappointments for him was lack of 
response to his profile. He was discreet 
and didn’t share his photo until after 
he had started communicating with 
someone.

Online dating is like a job interview. 
You are interviewing each other for the 
most important position in your life. 
D on’t be afraid to ask personal 
questions and be honest when you 
answer their questions. However, be 
careful not to reveal too much.

“Tom” shared that “some people are 
more open than they should be because 
of lower inhibitions.” Make a list of 
things you want to know about 
potential matches, and ask friends and 
family to help you.

When I started dating online I found 
it extremely entertaining to e-mail and 
chat with potential dates. I dated a lot 
of men at once (that sounds really bad, 
but remember this is ONLINE 
DATING) I had a list of questions I 
went through. If a guy answered three 
or more questions in a way that I didn’t 
like, I moved on.

{Article continued on page 10)Alex Ferguson and Janelle Day act out a scene from "Going Nowhere Apace" during 
the Third Annual Ten Minute Play Festival. Photo By Wally Feldt.

public who you are and what you are 
looking for in a partner. Potential dates 
will decide whether or not to contact 
you based on what your profile says. 
Match.com, Yahoo! Personals and 
numerous other online dating services 
let you create your own profile and 
scan through profiles to select

potential matches.
If you are uncertain how to write a 

profile, many sites will create a 
personality profile for you. E-harmony 
and other sites offer this service free. 
E-harmony takes the results of your 
personality test and matches you to 
others with similar morals, interests,
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