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Looking For Love? Consider Going Online (Cont.)
By Kathy Reever

(Continued from page 1)
When you feel comfortable with the 

things you have been sharing online, 
it’s time to pick up the phone and call 
the person. Talking on the phone opens 
up the relationship and lets you see 
how you are going to interact with each 
other. As “Tom” and “Tina” shared “it 
is nice to put a voice to the person. It 
can change your perspective, and it 
makes them more real.”

Sending e-mails and online chatting 
isn’t the same as good old-fashioned 
talking. I found that some guys who 
seem intelligent online are dumb as 
bricks without spell check and 
jokes.com. Phone conversation is also 
the last safe frontier to decide to end 
the relationship before you meet. I was 
corresponding with one man who was 
great via e-mail and he could type 
forever, but when we got on the phone 
he had nothing to say. I have the gift of 
gab and I want someone who can com
municate with me, so I stopped dating 
Mr. Silence via a nice “It was fun, but 
I have met someone else” e-mail.

E-harmony has the best system to 
“break up” with someone. First, you 
have the option of placing someone 
“on hold” with explanations such as “I 
am currently talking to someone else, 
but I might be interested later.” 
Another option is to “close” the match 
and end communication. E-harmony 
gives you several options you can use 
to “let the other person down gently.” 
There is no reason to be mean or 
hurtful. I will admit that the first time 
a match closes or puts you “on hold” 
you may feel a little hurt. Get over it 
and keep dating.

When I finally decided to meet one 
of my matches I discovered several 
things. First, we already knew a lot 
about each other, so the initial meeting 
was not as awkward. We had things to 
talk about because we already knew 
each other from our e-mails and phone 
conversations. We were both more 
relaxed which allowed us to just be 
ourselves. We also both felt freer to be 
more open and honest which allowed

conversation to flow more easily. Both 
“Tom” and “Tina” felt that as soon as 
they laid eyes on the other person, 
they knew if they had made a 
connection or not. I can admit that I 
am like that too.

I met Dave through E-harmony. He 
seemed like a nice guy through our 
e-mails and phone conversations. We 
decided to meet for a weekend 
because he lived several hours away. 
We both had kids so we included the 
kids, which took some pressure off of 
us. He showed up late on a Friday 
night, but I was not expecting him to 
arrive in town until Saturday morning. 
The instant I meet him I knew he was 
not Mr. Right. I gracefully spent the 
next two days entertaining him and 
his daughter. It was the longest 
weekend of my life.

I learned several valuable things 
during this weekend date: I learned 
patience! I learned to have a back up 
plan in these situations. I now know 
to ask some questions if my date has 
children. I also learned that weekend 
dates are a great way to decide if the 
person is someone you could spend 
your life with. It is easy to be on your 
best behavior for a few hours, but at 
some point in a weekend the knight’s 
armor will crack and the real person 
will appear.

My second weekend date was the 
weekend I met the man I am currently 
dating. He is a pilot so he flew in to 
meet me. We met at the airport and 
from the minute we met we had a 
connection. The entire weekend went 
very well, and we had activities to 
keep us busy. I had him meet my 
friends and watched how he interacted 
with them. We both love animals so 
we spent time with my horses, dogs 
and cats. I don’t really recommend 
weekend dates, but if you do decide to 
go this route meet at a neutral place 
and have an escape plan.

While online dating can be fun, it 
can also be dangerous. There are some 
simple rules to follow to insure your 
safety:

First, never give out personal infor
mation like addresses, phone numbers, 
driver license number or social 
security. Even things like place of 
employment and the type of car you 
drive can put you at risk.

Follow your instincts, if something 
seems strange to you avoid the 
situation. Never meet someone alone. 
I always meet dates in a public place 
with large windows. This allows me 
to check the person out. I do this every 
time and although it sounds cold, if I 
don’t like what I see I just keep 
driving. Another more practical op
tion is to have a friend sit somewhere 
close by. Establish a signal system in 
case you find yourself in an uncom
fortable situation. One simple phone

call from them and you can be out the 
door.

When you meet for the first time, 
avoid alcohol because it impairs your 
judgment. Be wary of the person who 
seems too good to be true. NO one is 
perfect. Just as you would in any 
situation, don’t allow yourself to be 
pressured into something you don’t 
want to do.

Online dating is becoming a 
popular way to date and for many to 
find lasting love. Take some time and 
visit sites that offer online dating ad
vice such as www.dating-services.net 
or www.mytrueromance.com. Both 
sites offer articles about online dating 
including safety tips and comparisons 
of some services.
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