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By Scott Calhoun, Editor
Dear UM-Westem Student or Insert Name Here,
With due respect and regards, I, Scott Calhoun, Editor in Chief of The 

Wescolite have decided to contact you about a business transaction that will be 
very beneficial to both of us in the end. During my tenure as the editor of The 
Wescolite I have amassed a small fortune by charging people on the streets 50 
cents to read the newest edition of the free paper that I am editor of.

After performing this practice for every issue of the paper for a little over 
two years I have made a small fortune totaling somewhere between $75-$78. 
However, due to current legal issues regarding the sale of a free publication I 
am unable to actually collect on my earnings. If you, the faithful reader of The 
Wescolite are interested in earning 35% of this money the opportunity is there. 
All you have to do is supply me with your name, address, phone number, and 
finally your bank account number. Upon receiving this information I will 
transfer the balance of $75 to your bank account and then transfer the 65% of 
that which is mine into my own bank account. This way the money I have 
illegally earned will become mine in a legal way.

I look forward to doing business with you, Insert Name Here, we can both 
prosper from this business transaction.

Sincerely, Scott Calhoun, Editor in Chief of The Wescolite
The above letter is actually an example of something that has been gaining 

popularity in recent years. It is a parody of internet fraud at its best, certain 
words from above were actually lifted from a fraudulent letter that I myself 
received in my e-mail. Normally as a rule The Wescolite is against plagiarism; 
however, seeing as the document being plagiarized in itself is committing a 
felony, the paper will ignore it this one time.

I guess the first lesson to be learned from this editorial is to avoid opening e- 
mails from people that you don’t know. The only reason I opened my e-mail 
was because I thought I recognized the sender as an old high school chum. 
Even though the e-mail turned out to be from a complete stranger trying to 
scam me, I’m glad I opened it. Through opening this letter and being tempted 
by the internet scheme I have the knowledge to warn others of this practice.

Someone will send you a letter claiming to be the legal representation of a 
deceased relative that lived in a foreign country. This lawyer of the departed 
claims that your dead relative was worth an absurd amount of money. If you 
give them your bank account number they will send you 60% of the money that 
is rightfully yours. Because they spent the time and effort to locate you to give 
you this money, they will keep the 40% that they feel is theirs.

Most people are smart enough to see through this ploy, but others tempted 
by the thought of being rich actually send the information requested. Instead of 
finding 60% of the dead relative they didn’t know existed’s estate, they find 
that their bank account has been cleaned out.

It’s a very simple scam that apparently has relatively high yield of profit. 
I’m almost tempted to try it myself. I actually considered sending the person 
that sent me the e-mail a false bank account number just to spark his interest. 
He would have e-mailed me back saying I sent him the wrong number. I would 
have apologized and sent him yet another wrong bank account number. Even
tually I would start treating him as my own personal online buddy. I would 
send him Christmas cards of the wife I don’t have along with my unborn 
children. He would rue the day that he ever tried to scam Scott Calhoun, Editor 
in Chief of The Wescolite.

I’ve had some fun writing this editorial, but the fact of the matter is that 
online fraud is out there. Don’t fall victim to it. It is very tempting to respond 
to these types of e-mails. It's easy to want to get rich without doing more than

sending an e-mail with your personal information to a total stranger. It's easy to 
want to rely on the kindness of strangers, but don’t as it doesn't exist in this 
instance. Go out and earn your millions on your own. Apply the degree you 
earn here at Western to make all your dreams come true. Now you know about 
one type of online fraud and knowing is half the battle. For more information 
pertaining to online fraud please visit http://intemetfraud.com/intemet-fraud/.
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