
REPRESENTATIVE DICK SHOUP
ON THE INDIAN PROViLLi.li
The following was printed in the

Congressional Record on October 3,
1974. It was introduced into the U.S.
House of Representatives by Republican
Representative Dick Slump of Montana.

MR. SHOUP: Mr. Speaker, I insert in
the Record the thoughts of one of my
constituents and his views on how we
can solve some of the problems
American Indians are faced with in our
society.
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The modern day Indian, for the most
part, is a far cry from the "Proud Red-
man" they used to teach about in
school. He's more often looked down
Upon. Pride has often turned to frustra-
tion, and has led to languor, privation
and alcoholism. And with all this, we,
as a nation, have been doing precious
little to improve things. Just the oppo-
site appears to be true.

Putting the Indians on reservations
and lianding them out a dole is not
doing them a favor.... It is doing them
a disfavor. This handout type existence

is demoralizing and leads to lack of in-
centive. It's not sufficient to really make
it on, but just enough to rob the indi-
vidual of the initiative to get up and
make it on his own. And that's the
way—the only way—the Indian is ever
going to solve his problems: on his own.
And that's the same way other ethnic
groups and races in the country have
done it. The Polish, the Jews, Italians,
Irish, Orientals and others all had to
overcome discrimination and getting
kicked around when they came to this
country as immigrants. They did over-
come—without handouts from the

0
 Federal Government—strictly on their
own. Some obtained free land through
homesteading, but they had to work,
and work hard to keep it and make it
prosper.

Indians need to do the same. And
many do work hard and have broken
away from the handout system. But
many more are willing to sit by and ac-
cept the system. These need help to be
rid of some of the entanglements which
are choking them. Here are three ideas
which can help the Indian—and thereby
help the nation:

First: Abolish the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (1117T."rhe BIA is doing little
good for the Indian. May, in fact, be
doing more harm than help in some in-

stance's. And it's costing the- taxpayers a
bundle. Just in expenses to run the
BIA—not 14 any projects for building
or such. for the Indians—but just for
salaries, rents, office expenses. etc.. the
1975 fiscal year budget is over
S51,000.0110. liven in these days of
multi-billion dollar budgets that's a lot
of money. Money that could he better
funneled through state and county assis-
tance programs, rather than bureau-
cratic salaries and expenses.

AhSecond: Take Aniiinns M' tp

Federal do e. If they need financial
eirtit1s" -117e-le-t them get it the same was
as everyone else: from the local and
state welfare and other assistance plans.

Third: Make the I • • • to
the municipa , county and state laws
andiekulations just the same as every
other citizen of the country. If they want
to be first class citizens, then they must
obey the laws set up for everyone else.
No longer can they retreat inside the
boundaries of the reservations and say
"You can't touch me here. I'm not sub-
ject to your laws—only to Federal laws.
I can evade payment of taxes on cigar-
ettes and other state and county taxes,
because you can't enforce them on my
reservation.

I don't mean to imply that we should
take away the reservations. Surely we
treated the Indians badly in the past.
The invading White Man conquered
them—just the same as countless other
nations throughout the world and
thoughout time have been conquered.
Most of those vanquished received noth-
ing hut a hard time from their
conquerers. The U.S. Government at

least gave the Indians some land. And
some of it turned out to be exceedingly
valuable, despite the fact that most of it
appeared pretty useless at the time.

Let the Indians keep, their culture and
keel-711-nrind they have. It's- their land
tcrThirything within leg-al limits which
they wish to do. They can run it indi-
vidually, collectively, lease it, sell it,
charge for recreational rights. But that
land will no longer be afederal

al law-s: IT iWilt 
county_anct_state with-

whic ies; su ject to the same-I-a-Ws
and-sarnetakes, of all kinds, that all the
other land, and people who live on that
land, are subject to.

No longer can the Indians operate the
reservations as if' they were separate en-
claves within the boundaries of the
United Stated. The Indians are cer-
tainly entitled to all the rights and
privileges that go with living in this
great country..But to have those rights
they must conduct themselves as first
class citizens,subject to all the laws.

Many will cry that once again we are
a nation of -Treaty Breakers-. But the
salvation of the Indian lies in breaking
the reservation system as it now stands.
As long as that system prevails. the In-
dian is more a slave than a free and
proud man in his own land.

The following was taken from the
CICSB (Coalition of Indian Con-
trolled School Boards, Inc.) News-
letter. It was written by Luann
Houke, Associate Editor, and ap-
peared in the December '74 issue.

"Answer to Dick Shoup"
Hist orN honks do not portray t he In-

dian as the "Proud Indian". It was
always a derogatory picture presented of
the savage Indian who stood in the way
of the hard working pioneers. They
never pictured the Indian as human
beings just trying to survive and fight
for his land and rights.

Nothing much has improved in the
history books to change this picture,
since the ship of convicts and outcasts
landed at Plymouth Rock.

Most of what he comments about the
reservation seems to he true hut both
sides should he shown. Life on a
reservation is hard for most hut on the
other hand it offers some security, there
is always some place to call home. This
is where all your relatives and friends
are. This is where you spent most of
your life. There is a lot of good
memories for most. The white man just
seems to look on the had side of what he
sees on the reservation. I'm sure he'd
find plenty of Indians to agree and also
disagree with what he has written.

One could agree with him in that the
only way Indians are going to make it is
on their own but let the Indians decide
how they want to help themselves.
Usually its the non-Indian that comes
up with these great ideas to help the In-
dians without ever consulting the In-
dians. The anti-poverty rogramt are an
example is. urvevs have shown
that these programs have...not-accom-
phly long-range successes. And ,if
th ateiried. what they want they
have to fight a bureaucratic.naze. to ac-

nrri—itp ish what they want. This is why
the--Cle43/1—eniphasiges- locally-
controlled schools. This is one way In-
dians can help themselves and are help-
ing themselves by doing things the way
they want things done.

The whiteman has spent years trying
to acculturate the Indians to their way
of life and has not achieved much suc-
cess. Let Indians run their  wn lives
and derrerfor themselves and their
children what is best for them.

The whiteman never did "give" the
Indians any land. They couldn't have,
they had no land to give away in the
first place. They stole the so-called
"free" land.

.4s for Mr. SChniidt's ideas:

First one may agree that the BIA
should be abolished but if that money
was re-channeled into the state and
county assistance program, would they
really help the Indian any more than
they are now? All that would probably
happen is the money would be re-
channeled into more bureaucratic
organizations such as the welfare system
and it would be spent on higher salaries
for the program directors. The welfare
would have more money and time
wasted on checking up on people to4see
how and if the money is spent the way
they think it should he spent. Itta'jii-
channeli • • hould •-•-to In-
d an organizations an ave e

gartiriiiis spend the money the way
they see, to serve the Indian people.

The white man has a long way to go
before he can consider conquering .the
Indians. Some tribes still consider them-
selves at war with the U.S. They have
yet to live up to the treaties.

As for Indian receiving Federal
money doled out to them. What about
money that the ranchers and farmers
receive not to grow crops. That is a form
of welfare system in disguise.

TAX CLASS SPONSORED BY ONAP

A two and a half hour income tax re-

turn class will be sponsored by the Of-

fice of Native Americans Programs. The

class will be held in the old tribal

building in Poplar Thursday, January 23,
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The ONAP accounting dept. will con-

duct the classes. Interested individuals
can bring their W-2 forms and will re-

v sive assistance in completing Forms

40 and 1040A.#

INDIAN PROGRAMS AUDITED

WASHINGTON D.C. - -(AIPA) - -Senator Paul

Fannin, R -Ariz., has initiated a General
Accounting Office (GOA) audit to look

into all federal Indian programs, their
whereabouts, budgets and number of work-

ing personnel. Additionally, Sen. Fannin
requested GOA to look for duplication,
overlapping of efforts and means of co-
ordination currently set up to tie pro-
grams together.

In his letter to GOA, Sen. Fannin
suggested that the federal programs have
created an administrative monstrosity. A

Dec. 17 letter from GOA to the White
House, which settled in the office of
Norman E. Ross, Jr. Assistant Director,
White House Domestic Council, requested

a full report within 45 days, (Jan. 31,
1975). A GOA auditor is presently at

work on the report in Room 312 of the

Bureau of Indian Affairs Building in
Washington, D.C. The completed study

BIA BUSINESS GRANTS

AVAILABLE TO INDIANS

WASHINGTON, D.C.--Regulations for the
implementation of the Indian Business
Development Program were published in
the Federal Register and made effective
on December 27, 1974, the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs announced today. Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs Morris Thompson
made the effective date simultaneous
with publication to avoid any loss of
opportunity caused by delay.

The purpose of the program is to pro-
mote Indian-owned profit-making busi-
nesses that benefit Indian reservations
and communities. It provides equity cap-
ital through non-reimbursable grants.
The program was established by Title IV
of the Indian Financing Act of 1974. AT
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1975 an

-approprie/Un • •

Grants cannot exceed 40 percent of
the total iinancing reqummbi. or $50,000-
w is-the lesser.
can only be made to applican s unable to
lin.d7adequate financing from other sour-
ces.
'---4plication forms and additional in-

formation about the program can be ob-
tained from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs Agency Superintendent.#

•

Artie Gas Company's planned ruute across the reservation.
The Tribe's will withhold right-of-way from Artie Gas un-
less they agree to a distribution point o the reserva-
tion.#


