
A LOOK AT TRIBAL JUVENILk OFFICERS LAND RESTORED TO
HAVASUPAI INDIANS

DUTIES

The Tribal Juvenile Dept. is under
direct supervision of Agency Special Of-

.. ficer Gus Hayes, who then reports to the
Tribal Law & Order Committee.

Probation and Juvenile Officers have
the same authority as a tribal police-
man. Their duties include;
(1) Look after the interests of neglect-
ed, dependant, or delinquent juveniles
of the reservation.
(2) Make investigations and file peti-
tions.
(3) Be present in court when cases are
heard concerning juveniles and represent
their interests.
(4) Furnish the court with information
and assistance as it may require.
(5) Assist in the collection of IRMIS or-
dered paid for support of juveniles and
in the execution of the judgements of
the court.,
(6) Perform such other acts as may be
directed by the court.

THE ARREST

When a juvenile is arrested, depend-
ing on the seriousness of the crime, he
is either detained or released. The Ju-
venile Officer will then notify the par-
ents, set the court date and explain the
charges.

Before the court proceedings, the ju-
venile and his parents are brought to
the Juvenile Office. The child and the
parents are then interviewed by the Ju-
venile Officer either indevidually or
together depending on the situation.

The Juvenile Officer trys to find the
4c- problem, although not too successfully

sometimes, and makes recommendations for
the judge to consider. The judge reviews
this information before passing sentence
or judgement.

When the juvenile appears in court,
it is mandatory that the parents be pre-
sent to represent the child. The parents
are held responsible for the actions of
the child, making them subject to sen-
tencing just as well as the child. It
was reported by Ron Dumont that in one
case, the parents were actualy- jailed.

During the court proceedings, the
judge tells the juvenile what he is
there for and reads the complaint. The
parents and the juvenile are asked by
the judge to explain how that particular
situation came about.

Before sentencing, the judge informs
the parents exactly how serious the
Charge against their child is. They are
given a chance to find a solution to
correct the situation.

The juvenile can be sentenoed to a
jail term here or at correctional insti-
tution off the reservation or warned and
released to the Juvenile Officer that
has been assigned to his case. The of-
ficer does follow-up work while the ju-
venile is an probation. This includes
surprise visits to the juvenile's home
and checking school performance.

The officer trys to establish a work-
ing relationship '4th the juvenile
through oounseling. The °Meer attempts
to find the juvenile's problem and cor-
rect it, possibly making referrals to
mental health andDe-Tox. If the juven-
ile is a drop-out, they try to get him
to return to school.

A record is kept on each ease assign-
ed to the Juvenile Officers and each
case is worked on until gmmpletion.

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
RISING

Of the 725 juvenile arrests made be-
tween July 1, 1974 and Dec. 31, 1974,
Juvenile Officer Ron Dumont estimates
that approximately 75% are repeaters.
"Sometimes they come in two or three
times a week," Dumont stated. Each Ju-
venile Officer averages six to seven
new cases per week.

It has been estimated by the Juvenile
Officers that 1975 will be a record year
for juvenile arrests on this reserva-
tion. Based on the yearly average in-
creases in juvenile arrests over the
last three years, 1975 will have a 59%
increase over 1972 for a estimated re-
cord 1,437 arrests.

The Juvenile Officers blame much of
the increase on the lack of recreational
facilities for reservation youth. "With
no place to go, they resort to drirking,
sniffing, and drugs," stated Breta
MacNabb. Another increase that has Ju-
venile Officer Paula Brien alarmed is
the rising use of drugs. Although alco-
hol is still the number one problem be-
cause of it's availability, she stated,
drugs are turning up more frequently in
the hands of juveniles. She stated that
so far marijuana is the only drug that's
involved in most cases, however, there
are some indications that hard drugs are
becoming increasingly available to ju-
veniles.

CONCLUSION

The Tribal Juvenile Officers are all
bound by a common interest in the rising
juvenile delinquency and a desire to
help reservation youth. This is evi-
denced by the formation of the Indian
Youth Development Program (IYDP) which
was concieved by their office and a
group of concerned individuals.

Ron Dumont, speaking of long range
plans for the IYDP, stated that they
would like to establish an Indian Youth
Home in each community staffed by a pro-
fessional juvenile and family counselor.
He stated that the IYDP would not tetal-
ly alleviate the juvenile delinquency
problem because he felt the biggest pro-
blem was the lack of parental super-
vison. Because of this, the IYDP will
concentrate on developing recreational
facilities for the youth.#

The Havasupai Indian Tribe can now
move out of the bottom of the Grand Can-
yon. The Grand Canyon National Park En-
largement Act signed by President Ford
early this month gave the tribe 185,000
acres of land on the rim on the canyon
and adjacent to the park. It is land
that the Havasupais had occupied for a-
bout 1,000 years, until it was taken a-
way from them about a century ago.

Since 1882 the tribe has been confin-
ed to 519 acres of almost inaccessible
land at the bottom of the canyon. In
good weather it can be reached by tra-
veling 63 miles of graveled road off
Highway 66 to Hualapai Hilltop at the
top of the canyon and then proceeding by
mule or foot down an eight mile trail
into the canyon. In severe weather, ac-
cess is limited to helicoptors.

The traditional pattern of living for
the Havasupais had been to use the floor
of the canyon for crop raising during
the spring and summer but to move to the
rim during the winter. They maintained
homes in both areas. They also used the
rim for grazing horses and other ani-
mals.

The tribe now has 425 members, of
which 275 have been living on the 519
acre tract. Since 1908 the Havasupais
have been granted grazing permits for a-
bout 250,000 acres in an area set aside
as the Coconino Forest Reserve. They
were not permitted to live on this land,
however.

In 1944, the tribe was given lands
totaling 2,539 acres in Cataract Canyon.
This land is a long, narrow strip even
more remote than the 519 acre tract. It
is used only for grazing horses.

Restrictions on the use of the 185,
000 acres granted the Havasupai are in-
cluded in the Act to ensure compatabil-
ity with the uses of the adjacent park.
Commercial timber production or mining,
for example, are forbidden. The Act also
granted the Havasupais the exclusive use
of an additional 95,000 acres running
from near the canyon rim down to the ri-
ver on the floor of the canyon.#

"You Turn Away"

I told you
many times
I am hungry,

You turn away.

I told you
many times
I am cold,

You turn awl'.

I told you
many times
I am tired,

You turn away.

Now I tell you
I am dying,
you look at me
with tears
in your eyes,

And you turn away.

Verdis Grey Bull
January 28, 1975

"HELLO SOMEONE, LOOK"

(This poem was written by a Northern
Cheyenne girl who committed suicide the
night before this was received by her
social worker. Reprinted from A'TOME.)

Here I am
Look

gyes and mouth and bone
Like anyone.

And with a soul
Like anyone.

And with a heart
Like anyone.

Yet no one sees me,
They look and look away,

And go army
And I sleep inside.

And it's a deep sleep,
With no friend to dream about
And no enemies - and no one.

If I could smile,
And you would smile back
With your eyes.

If I could whisper,
And you would listen,

Then I would wake up.
But somehow I cannot smile,
Or touch or whisper.

I don't know why
I don't know why
Someone tell me why
Hello someone
Look!!!
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