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FEDERAL AGENTS MAKING ARRESTS OVER FEATHEIRS

Charley Topsky is a 70-year-old man

from The Rocky Boy Reservation. Last

December he was arrested by agents of

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for

possessing eagle feathers. He is sche-

duled to appear for a court hearing in

Great Falls in February.
Agents, claiming to represent the

"Delaware Duck and DoWn" Company, ap-

proached Topsky, and asked to buy eagle

feathers for Indian tribes back east.

Under the illusic,n of helping Indians in

the east, Topsky gave the agents some

feathers. He was offered a gift of money

and later arrested under the guise of a

federal law prohibiting the destruction

of wildlife species.
In a national crackdown on illegal

feather sales, the Interior Dept. agents

are making the rounds of Indian reserva-

tions and offering high prices for fea-

thered headdresses, necklaces, costumes,

bustles, spears and fans.
When an item is sold to an agent the

item and other goods are seized as evi-

dence and put into storage vaults in Po-

catello, Idaho, according to a copy-

righted story in the Denver Post.

Sellers face up to 2 years in prison

and $5,000 in fines for violating the

U.S. Golden and Bald Eagle Protection

Act and the U.S. Migratory Bird Acts

which outlaw the sale of certain types

of feathers.

Alan Levitt, spokesman for the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service Law Enforce-

ment branch in Washington, defended the

undercover operation, saying "when a po-

liceman buys herion, he has to pose as a

user, doesn't he?"
"Our agents will continue to use any

and all legal methods to stop" the fea-

ther trade, the Post quoted Levitt, who

added:
"We have no intention of infringing

on the religious freedom and cultural
heritage of Indians, but we consider the
traffiking of feathers a tremendous

problem."
Federal officials arrested some 60

persons for feather sales at the end of

last year.
The Post cited the case of Austin

Gould, 49, arrested in December on the

Fort Hall Indian Reservation near •Black-
foot Idaho.

He was quoted as saying two white men

representing the Denver firm, tried to
persuade him to sell an old family war
bonnet, but he resisted. Six months la-
ter they offered him $500 for it and he
sold it and was arrested, the Post said.

Federal agents have also confiscated
eagle feathers on the Cheyenne, Crow and
Flathead reservations. Because of the
Federal raids, religious ceremonies have
been postponed, and the Native American
Church on the Cheyenne Reservation has
delayed peyote meetings for fear of gov-
ernment arrest.

The actions of the Fish and Wildlife

Service are seen as a part of a orches-

trated plan by the Federal government to

disrupt Indian culture. As Bill Thomas,

who works with the Wounded Knee Legal

Defense Fund said, "The government has

determined the Indian strength of reli-

gion, and now is trying to destroy it

through the eagle feather episodes. Now

they are picking on the elderly people

(such as Topsky) who have the right to

use eagle feathers."
Recently in Great Falls, two white

men were fined $25 apiece for transport-

ing and possessing eagle feathers. And

ranchers throughout the western states

have gotton off with warnings. But, in

Idaho, Indians were held under $2500

bond for merely possessing feathers. And

as Thomas pointed out, 'You see eagle

headdresses in state and federal offices

at Boy Scout meetings--but these people

aren't served with warrants."

The American Indian Movement (AIM) is

organizing support for Topaky and the

others harrassed by the government a-

gents. AIM is setting up meetings with

government officials in hopes of opening

up communication and stopping the undue

harassment of Indian people. They hope

to meet with Gov. Judge and other elect-

ed officials this month.e*
* Borrowed Times
* Denver Post

MORTON ISSUES STATEMENT ON FEATHER ARRESTS

Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B.

Morton today issued a policy statement

concerning Indian cultural and religious

use of migratory bird feathers and

parts. Following is the test of the

statement.
"I am aware that American Indians are

presently experiencing uncertainty and

confusion over the application of Feder-

al bird protection laws to Indian cul-

tural and religious activities. Appar-

ently, this confusion and concern may

have resulted, in part, from this

Department's enforcement activities
under such laws. This statement is in-

tended to clarify the Department of the
Interior's responsibilities and inten-
tions, and to ease the minds of American

Indians.
"The Department of the Interior re-

cognizes the unique heritage of American
Indian culture. It also recognizes that
American Indians have a legitimate in-
terest in expressing their cultural and
religious way of life. At the same time,
both the Department of the Interior and
American Indians Share an additional re-
sponsibility to conserve wildlife re-
sources, including federally protected
birds.

"As a result of meetings between a-
gencies of the Department of the Interi-
or, the Association for American Indian
Cultural and Traditional Activities, and
others, I can assure American Indians
that our policy is to permit them to en-
gage in the following activities with-
out fear of Federal prosecution, hares-
ment, or other interference.

"1. American Indians may possess,
carry, use, wear, give, loan, or ex-
change among other Indians, without com-
pensation, all federally protected
birds, as well as their parts or feath-
ers.

"2. American Indians who wish to

possess bird feathers or parts to be

worked on by tribal craftsmen for even-

tual use in Indian religious or cultural

activities may transfer such feathers or

parts to tribal craftsmen without

charge, but such craftsmen may be com-

pensated for their work.

"However, the Department of the

Interior will continue to enforce a-

gainst all persons those Federal laws

prohibiting the killing, buying or sel-

ling of eagles, migratory birds, or en-

dangered species, as well as those laws

prohibiting the buying or selling of,the

parts or feathers of such birds and an-

imals.
"I encourage American Indians to ex-

press their identity and to freely pur-

sue their cultural and religious prac-

tices. At the same time, I encourage

'them to support the purposes of the Fed-

eral bird protection laws. There is much

work to be accomplished to further clar-

ify the rights and obligations of Ameri-

can Indians with respect to Federal bird

protection laws, and special efforts

will be made to conduct a two-way educa-

tion process between Government employ-

ees and Indian communities. In addition,

we have agreed to work in a spirit of

cooperation with the Association for

American Indian Cultural and Traditional

Activities, and other interested Indian

representatives, in order to harmonize

the policies, practices, and procedures

for enforcement of the Federal bird pro-

tection laws with the legitimate needs

of Indians. This includes review of Fed-

eral regulations with probable changes

where the legitimate needs of American

Indians can be legally recognized with-

out harming federally protected birds.

"In this regard, one area of discus-

sion Should be the possibility of Ameri-

can Indians sharing with Federal offi-
cials the responsibilities of wildlife
management and enforcement through the
adoption of tribal ordinances designed
to conserve federally protected birds.

"In the past, one problem has been
that legitimate sources of feathers,
which might have been available to the
Department for distribution to American
Indians, have not been fully utilized..
We are presently developing better pro-
cedures to collect and distribute eagle
feathers from the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice repository at Pocatello, Idaho,
where feathers of eagles found dead are
stored. In addition, we will make an ef-
fort to distribute the feathers and
parts of other migratory birds to
Indians.

"I hope that this statement will help
to take away the uncertainty and confu-
sion presently experienced by American
Indians. I hope also that our efforts
will encourage tradition, culture, and
religious activities among American
Indians, while at the same time promot-
ing a mutual effort to protect and con-
serve federally regulated birds.#
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