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WHAT DOES 'NOBLE' CHIMER' SYMBOLIZE?

A sparrow fluttering under the eaves
of an old barn doesn't convey quite the
same idea as an eagle soaring over a
canyon.

Nor does the baleful eye of a domes-
tic duck lend itself to the same symbol-
ism as the sharp merciless eye of the
hawk - able to survive by swift Rills on
the prairie.

But then it doesn't take the soul of
a poet to fill such a job as director of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

F. Eugene Hestor has sent a memoran-
dum to the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs suggesting that Indians substitute
feathers frow chickens, domestic tur-
keys, ducks and geese for those tradi-
tionally used in ceremonial objects.
Sparrows, starlings and pigeons would be
nice, too, he thinks.

The symbolism involved in Indian cul-
ture' life appears to be totally ignored
in Hestor's memo. Or perhaps, he just
didn't realize that birds have personal-
ities, too - and a chicken scratching in
a barnyard is not a noble symbol.#
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Three-year-old Edwin McGeshick, son of M±. & Mrs. Robert Welch,
gets fitted for glasses by Dr. John Demske. All school age
children are given priority for eye appoints.#

OPTOMERIST ARRIVES

Dr. John Demske, IHS optomerist, grew
up on a farm on Northeast Wisconsin. He

attended Pacific University, College of
Optometry, in Oregon.

He has been in the Indian Health Ser-
vice since Sept. 1973. Dr. Demske is the
optomerist for Fort Peck Reservation,
Ft. Belknap, Rocky Boy Reservation and
Intermountain Boarding School in Utah.

Dr. Demake's term will be up in Aug.
of this year. He will be taking a leave
of absence from PBS to go back on the
family farm to see if he can make a
living off photography.#

WHAT IS ASTIGMATISM

First, a normal eye is perfectly
round (spherical). A nearsighted or far-
sighted eye is also spherical. They are
just larger or smaller than normal or
longer or shorter, respectively.

An eye with astigmatism is not spher-
ical. One axis of the eye may be steep-
er than normal - 90 degrees from that
axis - making it flatter than normal.

This is corrected with a cylinder
lens as opposed to a spherical lens. As-
tigmatism then affects all distances
equally, whereas a nearsighted eye can
see things clearer the closer they are
and the opposite for a farsighted eye.#

Dr. John Demske

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING on Part 'A'
Title 1V, Indian Education Act

The Title 1V program for fiscal year
1-976 will be explained and recommenJa-
tions asked for. Parents and guardians
of Indian students, Teachers, and Indian
students in the high school are invited
to attend.

The quality of current Part 'A' pro-
grams will be discussed as well as the
manner in which Pa±t 'A' programs will
be coordinated with other programs to
meet the special educational needs of
the children.

The meeting will be held in the con-
ference room of the Wolf Point High
School at 7 pm, Feb. 13, 1975.#
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WE'PA
FORGOTTEN BUT NOT GONE

Many of us can remember when every
summer would bring an outbreak of Polio.
It would leave 10 to 15% of its victims
with permanent muscle weakness. As many
as one out of ten stricken with paraly-
tic polio would die. Polio is caused by
a small viris which attacks the central
nervous system and damages or kills cer-
tain nerve cells in the brain or spinal
cord. Once dead a nerve cell is never
replaced.

In 1955 an effective polio vaccine
was approved for use. It has been
stated that this vaccine reduced polio
cases by 80% in just six years. In 1961
an even better vaccine against polio was
approved. Today, polio is preventable.

In spite of the widespread use of
this excellent vaccine it is estimated
that 25% of children under age 5 are
still unprotected. People seem to for-
get how terrible polio is. It used to
be a cause of fear and anxiety every
year. Today it is forgotten, but it is
not gone.

Apparently healthy persons can spread
the disease. Once immunized these
people can no longer endanger others.
Without immunization the number of
persons who can become ill continually
increases. The danger of an epidemic
grows when local children are not immun-
ized. Polio is a threat to any unimmun-
ized child.

The immunization is very easy. The
infant or child swallows two drops-of
"pink pop" at three or four different
times as determined by a physician. The
protection then is complete.

Polio is preventable. Is your child
protected? His or her protection is in
your hands.#

Joe, the other nurse.
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