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YOUR RIGHT TO INDIAN WELFARE

HOW YOU CAN GET GENERAL ASSISTANCE

An application is a request for wel-

fare. Every Indian who thinks he or she

needs money has a right to apply at the

local BIA office. It is usually called

the "Social Services Office."

You can apply in person or by letter.

If you cannot go yourself or write a

letter, then someone may act for you.

You may want to take someone with you to

help when you apply in person or when

you talk with the welfare worker at oth-

er times.
You have the right to a fast decision

on your request for assistance.

The BIA welfare worker must tell you

the rules about who is eligible for the

GA program. He must tell you how he fig-

ures your need and the amount of your

welfare check. He should also tell you

what your responsibilities are if you

get GA.

TALKING WITH THE WELFARE

WORKER AB' GETTING MONEY

The welfare worker will ask you ques-

tions when you apply for help. He will

ask:
1. about your family (the names and

ages of family members and where your

children go to school).

2. how much money you get (from a

job, benefits, lease or royalty income,

craft work, selling livestock, hauling

wood and water for other people, etc.).

3. if you pay rent.
L. if you have a car or truck.

Sometimes the welfare worker will

check your answers with other people.

You should be the main one to give the

information.
If the welfare worker wants to ask

other people about you (for example, a-

bout your health or the money you re-

ceive), he must tell you before he does

it.
He is supposed to tell you whom he

plans to ask and what he will ask them.

Usually he will ask you to sign a paper
allowing others to give information a-
bout you.

To speed your request for money, you
should take these papers with you when
you apply for GA, if you have them:

1. Your family birth certificates.
2. Social Security number.
3. Number of your IIM account (Indi-

vidual Indian Money account).
4. Receipts or written statements a-

bout wages or benefits.
5. Receipts for rent you pay.
6. Car or truck payments book.
7. Receipts from sale of livestock,
If you need money for just one or two

things (like food or clothing) for a

short time, then you can ask for a lit-

tle money. This is a request for limited

assistance.
But if you will need money for a

long time, be sure that the welfare

worker takes your application for con-

tinued general assistance and not just

for limited or emergency help.

HOME VISITS BY THE WELFARE WORKER

Sometimes the welfare worker will

want to go to your home and talk with

you there.
If the welfare worker comes to your

home when it is not a good time for you,

you may want to ask him if he can come

back another time.

HOW MUCH MONEY YOU

CAN HAVE AND STILL GET GA

Welfare is based on need. You are in

need when you do not have any money or

when you do not have enough money to

live on.
Your welfare worker figures your need

by subtracting your net income from the

amount of money your State Welfare De-

partment says your family needs. This

amount of money is called the State

standard of need.
When your net income is more than the

State standard of need, you connot get

GA even though you are needy!

1. Figuring the State Standard of Need

First, the welfare worker figures the

amount that your State Welfare Depart-

ment says your family needs. For fam-

ilies with children, the State standards

of need for Aid to Dependent Children

(ADC) are used.
The State standard of need depends on

the number of people in the family,

Each State pays different amounts.

States decide the amounts by fixing

costs for basic needs like food, cloth-

ing, housing, fuel, and utilities,

Some States also allow money for spe-
cial needs. An example of a special need
is books for school children who have to
buy them. Special needs are different in
different states. If a family has one of
these special needs which is allowed by
the State where it lives, then the fam-
ily's welfare check will be bigger.

In figuring the State standard of
need, all needy people in the family are
counted. A family is made up of people
living together with one family head.
These people are related to each other
or are accepted by the head of the fami-
ly as members of the family.
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2. Determining How Much Money Your

Fqmily Has

After determining the State standard

of need for your family, the welfare

worker figures the amount of money that

you get free and clear every month. You

can get BIA welfare if the money you get

each month is less than your State stan-

dard of need.
Example: You receive $75 from the

Veterans Administration every month, and

your State standard of need is $100.You

can get a GA welfare check for $25 a

month. ($100 less $75 equals $25).

The BIA welfare worker cannot use

State Welfare Department rules to figure

your income and resources. For example,

Arizona puts a limit of $1,200 on a fam-

ily's resources, no matter how large the

family is. But the BIA may not use this

limit itself.

Income the welfare worker will sub-

tract from your State standard of need

includes:
a. Net wages from a job. This means

the money left after the expenses

of making the money have been

taken away. Expenses include

fees, dues, the costs of trans-

portation to work, licenses,

child care, tools and clothes you

have to buy for the job, and mon-

ey taken out of your paycheck for

taxes.
The earnings of your school

children are not counted if you

plan to use this money for their

education or training.

b. Net earnings from working for

yourself. Count the amount left

after you take away all your ex-

penses for such things as repair,

upkeep, and purchase of farm e-

quipment, cost of feed, and cost

of craft materials. You work for

yourself when you farm, raise

livestock, or work on arts and

crafts at home.
c. Money from a pension or benefit.

E  Amples are Social Security,

veteran's benefits, unemployment

compensation, railroad retirement

benefits, and accident insurance

benefits.

The BIA may not count as income:

a. Your lease, rental per capita or
IIM account money if you show you

need the money to pay for home

improvements, to buy things for

your house, to pay for education
or job training, etc.

b. Small amounts of fuel or food

produced by you or given to you.
c. Surplus food commodities and food

stamps.

3, Counting Your Resources and Other
Property

Next, the welfare worker will deter-
mine what resources, property, and as-
sets you have.

Resources are things that could be
sold—like a car, a house, or jewelry.
Most things you own cannot to counted as
resources if you use them for day-to-day
living.

Your home cannot be counted as a re-
source or source of income unless you
rent some or all of its rooms to other
people. You need a place to live.

The welfare worker cannot count as a
resource your furniture ani equipment,
personal things like jewelry or cloth-

ing or the value of a car or truck
which you need to get around.

You can see that you do not have to
be flat broke to get GA. Usually, if you
have less money coming to you each month
than the State standard of need, you can
get GA.#
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CIVIL RIGHTS HEARING
DENVER, COL0,-(AIPA)-In late Septem-

ber and early October the Arizona Advi-
sory Committee to the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights will hold public hearings
in the state on problems faced by In-
dians in the criminal justice system in
areas near Arizona reservations. Persons
willing to testify concerning their
cases at the open hearings are asked to
contact Maria Parea, Mountain State Re-
gional Offices, 726 Champa St., Ross
Building, Suite 216, Denver, Colo.
80202. Or call (303) 837-2211. Says the
Commission: "The Arizona Advisory Com-
mittee is seeking information on pro-
blems encountered by Native Americans in
incidents involving law enforcement of-
ficials, conditions in jail and general
treatment from arrest through arraign-
ment, trial, conviction, and sentenc-
ing."#

HARRAGARRA MISS

INDIAN AMERICA XXII
SHERIDAN, WYO.- (AIPA) - Deana Jo

Harragarra, a 22-year old Otoe from
Yukon, Oklahoma, was named Miss Indian
America XXII at the final evening's cer-
emonies of the All American Indian Days'

Miss Indian America pageant in Sheridan,

Wyoming held July 30 through August 3.

She was selected from a field of 28

candidates following four days of jud-

ging by a fourteen-member panel of

judges, the majority of whom were In-

dians, including five former Miss In-

dian Americas.
Selected as alternate for the title

was Kristine Rayola Harvey, Miss White

Mountain Apache. First runner-up was

Sally Ann Randall, Miss San Carlos

Apache. Sandra Lou Help, Miss Navajo

Fort Defiance, was selected Miss Con-

geniality by the contestants.

Miss Harragarra is the daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Harragarra, and has

two younger brothers and a sister. Her

paternal grandfather, Moses George

Harragarra, was the last hereditary

chief of the Otoe Tribe, and Miss

Harragarra wore a peace medallion which

was the badge of the grandfather's of-

fice, given to him by President James

Buchanan.
A graduate of the University of Okla-

homa with a B.A. in Political Science,
Miss Harragarra entered the competition
as Oklahoma's first Miss Indian Okla-
homa, Following her year's reign, Miss
Harragarra will return to the University
of Oklahoma for graduate work toward a
degree on law.

Her Indian name is K'ee-yah-ah, mean-
ing, "travelling with the ten medicine
gods of the Kiowa."#
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